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Author: FRANCESCO ALOIA  
Title: THIS CHEWED BLOOD 
           (QUESTO SANGUE MASTICATO) 
 
Pages:  224 
First Publisher: Nutrimenti - GreenwichExtra 
Publication date: 12th April 2024 
 
Rights: Nutrimenti 
 
Rights sold: Dedalus (UK) 
 

THE EXTRAORDINARY DEBUT NOVEL BY A 25-YEAR-OLD 
TO SETTLE THE SCORE WITH HIS GRANDFATHER, A 

CAMORRA BOSS 
 

FINALIST AT FLAIANO UNDER 35 LITERARY PRIZE 2025 
 

 
«Like certain beasts, we happen to follow the smell of blood to find our way home. Sometimes, 
however, it happens that that crossroads we seek, that fatal crossroads from which the tongues 
of earth we walk on branch off, is at a point far away in time and in the steps of someone else, 
steps of a different rhythm and pace, but whose unpredictable trajectories intertwine, overlap 
and unravel as far as our feet, at the point where we stand poised, waiting to know the way. I 
have never paid too much attention to the past, let alone our blood. I grew up in a place that I 
never felt was mine, that I always felt was dead and therefore only good for the dead. [...] But 
you, too, somehow survived the time that was granted to you among the living. More than blood, 
more than ashes, the memory of you lives on among the people who saw you looking at the world 
from the highest and the lowest point, it impregnates the places you inhabited, the blades of 
grass you trodden and the trembling voices of those who speak your name remembering who 
you were. And it is for you that I have returned to Marano. I cannot meet you, but perhaps there 
is a way to face you anyway. I do not know if the underworld really exists, but I have always 
imagined it as summer in this country. And so if I move my steps in this provincial hell, if I 
descend into the meanders of this story, maybe I will be able to find you.» 
 
"Gaetano Orlando (1930 - 1998), known as Tanino 'e Bastimento, was for half his life a 
husband, guappo, man of honour, fruit merchant, father and prophet. The other half he spent 
in prison. He became famous in Naples following an armed duel he won against one of the 
biggest Camorra bosses of the 1950s. For Marano and his family, he was certainly a great hero. 
And I, being his grandson, still cannot understand why. That is why, more than twenty years 
after his death, I am trying to trace his figure through the memories and testimonies of his 
seven children, including my mother, bringing to light a secret that Bastimento and my family 
have tried to hide: in Tanino's life there was in fact another duel, in which a stray bullet killed 
a three-month-old girl - the original sin that marked my family like a curse. And perhaps the 
only way to try to break it is to start one last duel, in the name of truth: the one between my 
grandfather and me”. On 16 July 1955, Tanino killed one of the most notorious and powerful 
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camorra bosses of the 1950s. Pasquale Simonetti, husband of Assunta 'Pupetta' Maresca, 
Francesco Aloia is one of Tanino's grandchildren and, twenty-five years after his grandfather's 
death, he recounts in his debut novel, with extraordinary lucidity and precision, the story of 
his family and that of Marano, setting them within the more complex events of the camorrist 
system of the last century. 
 
Francesco Aloia was born in Naples in 1999 and lived until the age of eighteen in Marano, in 
the province of Naples. He left because he was convinced that there was nothing to tell about 
the place where he grew up. Then he moved to Turin, where he attended the Holden School, 
and began to write only about his home. 
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Author: GIULIA BALDELLI 
Title: ONLY ONE WORLD 
           (UN MONDO SOLTANTO) 
 
Pages:  550 
First Publisher: NN Editore 
Publication date: 3rd July 2026 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
THE REMAINS OF THE SUMMER - Rights sold: Dumont Buchverlag (Germany), Editorial 
Dos Bigotes (Spain). 
 
A "world novel" that, spanning three decades, explores the female universe in a succession 
of betrayals, births, losses, hopes, and disillusions, recounting a long, extraordinarily 
human story of friendship and love. 
 
Marche, 1995. Tessa is sixteen years old and leads a strict life with her grandmother Rita. She is the 
daughter of a drug addict, does not know who her father is and has never had a friend until the day 
she joins a new school and meets Cecilia, Irene and Virginia.  
Cecilia is beautiful, generous, and rich; Irene dreams of becoming a painter; Virginia is the roughest 
and most elusive. With them, Tessa experiences for the first time the magnetic power of friendship, 
the blurred line between friendship and love, and discovers she is capable of talking about herself 
and listening to others who, behind a carefree appearance, each hide their own family shadows. 
Together they grow up at the turn of the millennium, in the years of political disengagement, nights 
at the disco, sexual awakening, and university studies in Bologna, which bring Virginia and Tessa 
closer together in a special bond. However, when adult life becomes complicated with work 
problems, the desire or lack thereof for children, and the craving for success, Tessa's troubled past 
resurfaces, leading her to betray the trust of the others. The death of one of them, possibly by 
suicide, causes an irreversible rift.  
The years pass, while the world overheats, goes through a pandemic, news of wars spreads, Tessa is 
now a wife, mother and writer, she is over forty and determined not to lose anything she has built. 
Until her husband's betrayal with a very young escort threatens to destroy everything, and it's her 
now elderly grandmother Rita who suggests to Tessa that the strength to overcome it can only come 
from those friends she's never truly forgotten. 
A "world novel" that, spanning three decades, explores the female universe in a succession 
of betrayals, births, losses, hopes, and disillusions, recounting a long, extraordinarily 
human story of friendship and love. 
 
Giulia Baldelli was born in Fano, on the Adriatic Sea, in 1979. In 1998 she moved to Bologna, where 
she obtained a degree in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technology. She writes and lives in 
Bologna, together with her husband and three children. Her debut novel, L'estate che resta, 
published by Guanda, it has received a rave review and has been finalist at several Literary Awards. 
Le parole che mi hai lasciato, (Guanda 2024) was Finalist at Chianti Prize 2025. 
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Author: GIULIA BALDELLI 
Title: THE WORDS YOU LEFT ME 
           (LE PAROLE CHE MI HAI LASCIATO) 
 
Pages:  250 
First Publisher: Guanda 
Publication date: 28th May, 2024 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
THE REMAINS OF THE SUMMER - Rights sold: 
Dumont Buchverlag (Germany), Editorial Dos Bigotes 
(Spain), Melhoramentos (Brazil).  
 
 

FULL ENGLISH TRANSLATION AVAILABLE 
 

AFTER THE SUCCESS OF L'ESTATE CHE RESTA, TRANSLATED INTO GERMANY, 
SPAIN AND BRAZIL, GIULIA BALDELLI RETURNS WITH A POIGNANT FAMILY 

NOVEL ABOUT THE FRAGILITY OF ADOLESCENTS, THE VALUE OF MEMORY, THE 
BOND OF BROTHERHOOD AND THE STRENGTH OF THEIR COMPLICITY. 

 
AN INTIMATE AND POWERFUL NOVEL THAT TELLS OF THE COMPLEXITY OF 

FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS AND THE UNBREAKABLE BOND BETWEEN BROTHER 
AND SISTER. 

 
An emotional journey in search 

of truthƱ and answers that only time and forgiveness can bring. 
 

« I woke up with the echo of her laughter in my heart as if I was the one laughing. 
Between my lips was a word I had already heard. I was immediately sure of it. It was 

the last word she had whispered to me in my bed when she was alive.» 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO GROW UP IN THIS DISORIENTATED TIME WITHOUT 
EMOTIONAL HOLDS? WHAT IS A SENTIMENTAL EDUCATION TODAY? 
 
Seventeen-year-old Adriano has an older sister, Betta, who has long held his hand in place of 
an insecure mother and a father who left home. One night, however, Betta lies down on the 
tracks and dies under a train. Adriano closes himself off in painful resentment. He hates his 
father, detests his mother's weakness and goes so far as to despise the memory of his sister, 
who had long since ceased to be the sunny, determined girl to lean on, but had started using 
drugs and now left him alone. As everyday life resumes Adriano is only left with a family that 
has failed. Whose responsibility is this? His father's? His mother's? Or his own? And why did 
Betta not even leave him a word of farewell? 
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The search for answers leads him to an unexpected encounter, a woman, who pushes him to 
find the strength to educate his own wounded heart and the courage to understand what it 
means for a boy to truly be a brother. 
 
<<‘Do you understand, Adriano? We must prepare for the worst.’ Even the worst, not even war. 
Three years later, lying on her bed, without her forever, pierced by memories, fever and a bad 
sun, I had to admit that she was indeed right. worse, worse.>> 
 

THEY HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT HER DEBUT NOVEL: 
 

“A story of clear writing, with continuous implications of waiting with its differentiated 
rhythms, thanks also to a rich world that revolves around the three protagonists, with many 

characters none of which superfluous and indeed well delineated even psychologically”. 
Ermanno Paccagnini, La Lettura Corriere della Sera 

 
“As in a long sequence shot, this debut sneaks under the skin and makes us reflect on what 

has been, on what remains and on what, in order to survive, we had to let go. "  
Marta Cervino, Marie Claire 

 
"The thousand ways in which love dresses up, narrated in a story that does not care about 

genders and tolerates abandonment". Io Donna 
 

“A powerful and unusual story about the essential truth of passion”. Elle 
 

“A stylistically mature novel, which tells a reckless and moving love story with many 
implications”. Giornale di Brescia, Francesco Mannoni 

 
 
Giulia Baldelli was born in Fano, on the Adriatic Sea, in 1979. In 1998 she moved to Bologna, 
where she obtained a degree in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technology. She writes and 
lives in Bologna, together with her husband and three children. Her debut novel, L'estate che 
resta, is published by Guanda, and has received a rave review and has been finalist at several 
Literary Awards.  
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Author: GIULIA BALDELLI 
Title: THE REMAINS OF THE SUMMER  

(L’ESTATE CHE RESTA) 
 

Pages 400 
First Publisher: Guanda 
Publication date: 20th January, 2022 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold: Dumont Buchverlag (Germany), Editorial 
Dos Bigotes (Spain), Melhoramentos (Brazil). 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 
 
 

FINALIST AT EDOARDO KILGHREN AWARD FOR DEBUT NOVEL 2023 
FINALIST AT MASSAROSA AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT LETTERARIA AWARD 2022 

FINALIST AT DOLORES PRATO AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT SANT’ILPIDIO A MARE AWARD 2022 

 
 

A SURPRISING DEBUT THAT BRINGS US INSIDE 
OF A LOVE STORY THAT GOES BEYOND GENRE STEREOTYPES 

 
THREE INTENSE CHARACTERS, FROM CHILDHOOD TO ADULT AGE: A FRIENDSHIP 
BORN IMMEDIATELY, BEAUTIFUL AS A BATH IN THE RIVER IN SUMMER, THAT 
TURNS INTO SOMETHING OVER THE YEARS MORE DEEP AND TOTALIZING. 
 
A STORY THAT CELEBRATES LOVE IN ITS MOST TOUGH FORM, THE ONE WHO 
DOESN'T CARE ABOUT GENRES, SUPPORTS ABANDONMENTS AND IN THE END, 
WHEN BURNS, LEAVES A SPECIAL ASH FROM WHICH LOVE CANNOT BE REBORN. 
 

“A story of clear writing, with continuous implications of waiting with its differentiated 
rhythms, thanks also to a rich world that revolves around the three protagonists, with many 

characters none of which superfluous and indeed well delineated even 
psychologically”. Ermanno Paccagnini, La Lettura Corriere della Sera 

“As in a long sequence shot, this debut sneaks under the skin and makes us reflect on what 
has been, on what remains and on what, in order to survive, we had to let go. " Marta 

Cervino, Marie Claire 

"The thousand ways in which love dresses up, narrated in a story that does not care about 
genders and tolerates abandonment". Io Donna 
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“A stylistically mature novel, which tells a reckless and moving love story with many 
implications”. Giornale di Brescia, Francesco Mannoni 

 
«I think that if one day love betrayed me, I would cut my hair» she whispers. Yet another oddity, 
hair and betrayal. I stand by, her back skin is stretched by the cold.  She says nothing more, then 
I ‘ll come out. «Not me» I tell her in a challenging tone.  
For a few minutes she hides behind the towel, then she suddenly sits down. She has the marks of 
stones on her face and a sadness never seen before. She caresses my hand, stares at it for a long 
time without changing her expression.   
«It’s not my reassurance you want» I say. 
«You’re wrong» she answers with a clear voice.  
«I don’t think so» I stutter and I am ready to raise the flag of war. Ready to despair without 
restraint and to hang on to the fence so she doesn’t run away. Because insecurity is the worst 
enemy. It doesn’t need to move forward. It waits patiently, widens in the voids, feeds on doubt, 
manipulates the memory and encumbers every present moment to confuse the future. And in 
fact today, I am certain that I am thinking about Mattia, not her at that moment. It’s me sitting 
by his side in front of the clear waters, with the shortness of the breath and the absolute certainty 
that Cristi has resumed contacts with him and I cloud her voice.  I refuse to listen to her, to 
understand betrayal on our future.  

Summer, early nineties. In a small town, Giulia, a particular intelligent child, daughter of a 
caring father and a rigid mother but always present, is forced to take care of Cristi, the 
Bolognese niece of Ida, an old friend of Giulia’s mother, who lives in the oldest and poorest 
part of the town.  After a first child’s hesitation, who is younger, silent and much more 
beautiful than her friends in the town, Giulia becomes curious about Cristi’s life.  She discovers 
that she is the daughter of Lilli, a young mother, and of a father who abandoned her soon after 
birth, but above all, she discovers that she is endowed with an extraordinary sensitivity. This 
pushes Giulia to bond deeply to the child, that despite the fact she speaks very little, she is 
able to understand her more than anyone else.  At the end of August just when Giulia realizes 
that her friend’s silences are due because of her inability to read and write, Lilli takes her 
daughter back to Bologna to leave her in the village again with her grandmother for the 
following summer. Giulia realizes that the feeling she feels for Cristi is much more than a 
friendship. However, Mattia, a child from Genoa, who spends his summers in the town and 
that immediately makes a breach in Cristi’s heart, even teaches her how to write. Giulia assists, 
in spite of herself and with great jealousy the beginning of their love which summer after 
summer, forces her to play an increasingly marginal role.  At the end of the fourth summer, 
events separate the three.  Cristi’s mother gets married with Fausto, a rich manager from the 
North of Italy and Cristi no longer gives news of herself. Mattia no longer returns to the town 
and he will follow his mother abroad after a few years.  Even Giulia’s life changes. Her father 
in fact, after a dismissal gets sick of a strong depression. This undermines the serenity and the 
family economic situation leads to the sale of the beloved family home.  Giulia and Cristi meet 
again in Bologna after ten years:  Giulia, brilliant law student is only obsessed by the desire to 
recover the childhood home. Cristi, first-year student of history, maintained by Lilli’s 
husband, is unable to study and completely alone. Giulia discovers herself to be still deeply in 
love with Cristi, who is confirmed to be the only person able to understand her, she welcomes 
her in the apartment and they establish a loving relationship. Also this time however, Mattia 
reappears and together with Cristi adheres to movements against globalization, while Giulia, 
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now a career lawyer is forced to step aside again, spectator of a visceral love story between 
them. However events make sure that she does not detach from them, as Mattia is imprisoned 
because he was guilty of an arson attack on a bank of Bologna.  Giulia, at the request of Cristi’s 
parents, agrees to defend him while Cristi, destabilized by the arrest, confesses to be pregnant 
and begs her not to reveal the pregnancy to Mattia. Some years will follow in which Cristi’s 
traces are lost and Giulia is committed to defending Mattia at best, and building her 
reputation as a brilliant young lawyer, while Mattia studies in prison, determined to rebuild 
his life. It’s just a truce. Because the three end up meeting again after almost seven years, 
spending summers in the town. Giulia tells her story, now in her sixties and with a short 
future ahead. She tells us with intense and intriguing prose, often moving but always 
dry and clear, about love in its most tenacious form, the one that doesn’t care about 
genders, endures abandonment, betrays because betrayed and in the end, when it 
burns, it leaves a special ash from which love can only be reborn.   

 
Giulia Baldelli was born in Fano on the Adriatic Sea in 
1979. She moved to Bologna in 1998 where she graduated 
in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technologies. She works 
as an employee but has always cultivated a passion for 
reading and writing. She lives with her husband and her 
three children. L’Estate che Resta is her debut novel.  
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Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
Title: THE WELL OF DOLLS 
(IL POZZO DELLE BAMBOLE) 
 
First Publisher: Sellerio Editore  
Publication date: 7th March 2023 
Pages: 406 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

Rights sold: Eichborn, Bastei Lübbe (Germany) 
 
 

ALFONSINA AND THE ROAD: Rights sold: Eichborn, Bastei Lübbe (Germany) 
EVELINA AND THE FAIRS: Rights sold: Roca Editorial (Spain) 
 

WINNER AT THE NATIONAL LITERARY PRIZE WOMAN WRITERS SAVONA 2023 
  
THE LATEST NOVEL BY THE AUTHOR OF “ALFONSINA AND THE ROAD”, A GREAT 

PUBLIC AND CRITICAL SUCCESS. 
 

A POIGNANT NOVEL ABOUT SOLIDARITY, A SENSE OF BELONGING AND THE 
STRUGGLE FOR A COMMON PURPOSE 

 

ITALY BETWEEN 1946 AND 1968, THROUGH NINA'S EYES, FROM HER CHILDHOOD 
IN THE ORPHANAGE TO THE HISTORIC OCCUPATION OF THE LANCIANO 

TOBACCO FACTORY, WHEN THE TRANSFORMATION OF AN ENTIRE COUNTRY 
SEEMED POSSIBLE. 

"A story of struggle and freedom, a story of women and sisterhood, in the years after the war 
and then the economic boom, in the poor milieus of mothers who abandoned their children 
and the factory workers who had to occupy the factories to avoid being fired. (…) A musical 
writing, which allows one to breathe in the dust of the factory, to smell its odours, to 
participate in the passing of time. From the Italy of Vajont and the death of Pope John XXIII, 
to the America of John Fitzgerald Kennedy and the dream of Martin Luther King."  
La Repubblica 

 

«Simona Baldelli’s style reaches the essence of what cannot be seen, capturing 
thoughts, desires and frustrations of the characters […], opening up to visions and 
fantasies». Cinzia Lucchelli, IL VENERDÌ DI REPUBBLICA 
 

THROUGH THE GAZE OF A MEMORABLE CHARACTER, SIMONA BALDELLI 
RECOUNTS THE ITALY THAT RAN FROM THE RUINS OF THE WAR INTO THE 1960S 

CHASING THE DREAM OF REDEMPTION. 
 

“From the gloomy atmosphere of an orphanage in the early post-war years to the discovery of 
the trade union struggle, to the openness at last towards the future of a life that is finally free, 
to the joyful hope that blossoms in the climate of '68: Simona Baldelli, with "Il pozzo delle 
bambole" (Sellerio) delivers us a novel with even - but not only - Dickensian tones, confirming 
the quality and ductility of an author who has been able over time to persuasively measure 
herself with fantasy on the one hand and narrative non-fiction on the other, while preserving 
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a high stylistic recognisability, a secret coherence of writing and a non-ideological political 
passion. Without imposing anything on the reader, but accompanying him into a world, at 
once real and fabulous, of discovery and knowledge.” Motivation of the National Literary 
Prize Woman Writers Savona 2023. 

 
Nina is abandoned at an orphanage in the immediate post-war period. Nuns skim off from 
the food and the alms, there is a very fine line between discipline and oppression, and corporal 
and psychological punishments are an integral part of the education system. When Nina turns 
seven, along comes Lucia, who is her age and doesn’t have the thick skin it takes to survive 
the senseless cruelty of the nuns. Nina feels compelled to defend her. Together with 
friendship, she discovers the difference between what is fair and what is unfair, while her 
sense of exclusion intensifies.  
Beyond the walls of the institute there is a world to which they don’t have access, and where 
sensational events take place - the birth of television, the revolutionary speech of a black 
minister, the assassination of J.F. Kennedy, dams that collapse and drag thousands of bodies 
downstream, the death of the Good Pope. When at eighteen Nina leaves the orphanage, an 
unexplored continent lies before her. Her life seems to start all over again: she meets new 
friends, and with them she participates in demonstrations and strikes and in the historical 
occupation of the great tobacco factory of Lanciano, in May of 1968, that lasted forty days. 
The girls’ personal and sentimental vicissitudes intermingle with public ones; around them, 
Italy is changing, it seems as if it is leaving behind the darkness of the past, it’s discovering 
consumption and advertising, fashion and the first economy cars, while transistor radios tell 
a tale of transformation in lifestyle to the rhythm of songs. The soundtrack of what could have 
been and never was.   
The well of dolls encompasses many novels: a coming of age story, about discovering the world 
little by little; an adventure about boarding schools, institutes, dormitories and kitchens, 
places where you grow up and change; a historical fresco of the post-war period that is also a 
story of factories and fights; and above all a novel about women who become conscious, who 
make mistakes, who move forward and back in a long and difficult struggle that Simona 
Baldelli describes with rhythm, verisimilitude, attention and sensitivity.    
 

Alfonsina and the road’s quotes 
Alfonsina Strada’s story is a story of sport and determination, of the fight against prejudices, 

for equality and respect, for the right to do what makes us happy. A story of disobedience 
learned on two wheels. Read more now than ever ”. Tuttolibri, La Stampa 

 
“The corridora (the runner in an Italian feminine declination) described with humanity by 

Simona Baldelli in the magnificent novel Alfonsina e la strada, speaks to us about 
contemporaneity:“ I am boundless ”. Like all women, like all mothers. " Il Sole 24 ore 

 
"Simona Baldelli does an excellent job of wrapping us in a web of passion and despair, 

willpower and ringworm, triumphs and thumps." Il Foglio 
 

"In 1924, In a Giro without champions they accepted Alfonsina (by removing the final" a 
"from the name) to revive interest. A character like her: who at 14, just to leave the house, 
marries a young and mad mechanic who gives her a surname-prophecy, Strada. Her who 

runs to pay the fee to the asylum. Who does not accepted a medal pinned by the Duce, but 
by the Tsarina, yes. Her who doesn’t cares what people tell her, or worse, what they scream 
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at her. Her who completes a stage in 21 hours, always in the saddle. "How beautiful you are 
up there, never get off" Her husband also told her. Only the mad see possibilities where 

others see obstacles”. Gabriele Romagnoli, La Repubblica 
 
Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Her first novel, Evelina e le Fate 
(“Evelina and the Fairies”, 2013) was shortlisted at the Italo Calvino Prize and won the John 
Fante Literary Prize in 2013. She has published Il Tempo Bambino (“Child Time”, Giunti 2014), 
La Vita a Rovescio (“Life Inside Out”, Giunti 2016), L’Ultimo Spartito di Rossini (“Rossini’s Last 
Musical Score”, Piemme 2018). With Sellerio Editore she has published Vicolo 
dell’Immaginario (“The Alley of Imagination”, 2019), Fiaba di Natale. Il sorprendente viaggio 
dell’Uomo dell’aria (“Christmas Fairy Tale. The surprising journey of the Man of the air”, 2020) 
and Alfonsina e la strada (“Alfonsina and the road”, 2021). 
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Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
 Title:      EVELINA AND THE FAIRIES 
                 (EVELINA E LE FATE) 
 
 Pages:   252 
 First Publisher: Giunti (2013) New edition August 2024 
  
 Rights sold to: Roca Editorial (Spain)  
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

AN ASTONISHING NOVEL THAT CONNECTS THE THREADS OF 
HISTORY TO THOSE OF A LITTLE GIRL'S FANTASY WORLD, ON A 

FARM IN THE ITALIAN COUNTRYSIDE 
 

MORE THEN 15.000 COPIES SOLD 
SHORTLISTED FOR THE CALVINO PRIZE 2012 

WINNER OF THE JOHN FANTE PRIZE 2013 

TOMORROW NEEDS MEMORY IN ORDER TO EXIST 

A fresh, free-flowing novel that has the ability to pull the reader into a parallel dimension 
despite the fact that the narrative of facts and circumstances belong to painful pages of 

Italian history: The Second World War, night bombings, starvation, round-ups, 
displaced persons. 

 
The war rages a few miles from the Gothic Line, in the hills of Pesaro, where Germans and Fascists clash 
with partisans in the Toscano awaiting the Allied troops. The novel opens with a memorable scene, the 
arrival of evacuees during the second world war. To Evelina it seems that the souls of the dead are 
coming out from the snow. 
Evelina is only five years old when the first evacuees find shelter in her father's barn, that moment when 
her life is overwhelmed and the carefreeness of childhood games gives way to the horror of war. But 
Evelina is protected by two fairies, the dark Nera and the cheerful Scèpa, and she has a power: she can 
see the world through the eyes of imagination...  
The partisans are camped around the house in the country: their leader, The Toscan, has obtained food 
from Evelina’s father, who sympathizes with them. Evelina and her brothers, Sergio and Maria one day 
find the corpse of a German killed by partisans: the Black makes them run away and hide moments 
before the Germans arrived. In a relentless succession of twists, on the hills behind Pesaro, the last year 
of the Second World War is filtered through the magic eyes of childhood, and includes Evelina’s whole 
family and the secret of a Jewish girl hidden under a trapdoor in the barn. 
Reality and magic mix and intertwine, bringing to life a peasant and fairy world, the tangle of 
civil war and world war. The dry style, enriched with dialect elements, makes the tale even 
more vivid: magic words, amulet words, nursery rhymes, opening the door to dream and 
prophecy. 
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PRESS REVIEW 

 
«The surprising debut novel by Simona Baldelli is a magic book and not for the presence of the fairies, 
but for her natural style of writing that manages to blend real life and traditions, suffering and true 
stories, little moments of joy and absolute agony.» Alessandra Rota, La Repubblica 
 
«A magical story, full of tenderness and mystery. A poetic and rhythmic novel, suspended between pain 
and redemption, between fear and strength that serves to undermine them.» Paolo Di Paolo, L'Unità 
 
«A novel that conquers by managing to frame from an undoubtedly original point of view one of the 
many small individual stories of which the great History is made, understood as the founding moment 
of our identity: that History that never ceases to fascinate and to ask to be told.» Gaia Rau, La 
Repubblica 
 
«An extraordinarily mature writing, this being a first work, and very expressive - making extensive use 
of a dialect very similar to that of Fellini's Amarcord and Otto e mezzo.» Andrea Carraro  
 
« Simona Baldelli, a finalist for the 2012 Calvino Prize, refers precisely to Calvino, paying him n obvious 
homage with this book written with enchanted eyes.» Massimo Onofri, Avvenire 
 

Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Her first novel, Evelina e le Fate (“Evelina and 
the Fairies”, 2013) was shortlisted at the Italo Calvino Prize and won the John Fante Literary Prize 
in 2013. She has published Il Tempo Bambino (“Child Time”, Giunti 2014), La Vita a Rovescio (“Life 
Inside Out”, Giunti 2016), L’Ultimo Spartito di Rossini (“Rossini’s Last Musical Score”, Piemme 2018). 
With Sellerio Editore she has published Vicolo dell’Immaginario (“The Alley of Imagination”, 2019), 
Fiaba di Natale. Il sorprendente viaggio dell’Uomo dell’aria (“Christmas Fairy Tale. The surprising 
journey of the Man of the air”, 2020) and Alfonsina e la strada (“Alfonsina and the road”, 2021) winner 
of the Memo Geremia City of Padua 2021 Sports Literary Prize. In 2023 she published Processo 
ad Antigone (People) and Il pozzo delle bambole (Sellerio) winner of the National Literary Prize for 
Women Writers 2023. 
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 Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
 Title:     ALFONSINA AND THE “ROAD” 
                 (ALFONSINA E LA STRADA) 
 
 Pages:   300 
 First Publisher: Sellerio 
 Publication: 29th April, 2021 
 

Rights sold to: Eichborn, Bastei Lübbe (Germany) 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 

7 REPRINTS  - ALMOST 20.000 COPIES SOLD! 
SPORT LITERARY PRIZE "MEMO GEREMIA" CITY OF PADUA - VII EDITION 2021 

 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

"With this novel, Simona Baldelli has stolen from the oblivion a story that is a fable and epic all 
together: the life of Alfonsina Strada, the first woman who participated to the Tour of Italy, 

challenging the prejudices of the world and her own limits"  Antonio Sellerio 

"What a great portrait of a strong woman living her dream! The story about Alfonsina Strada Morini, 
the only woman who ever drove the Giro d'Italia, is thrilling and sensitive. You get very close to this 

courageous woman who, at the beginning of the 20th century, fought for recognition as a 
sportswoman in the world of cycling and never let herself be beaten down. An intense and powerful 

story that will enrich the program of Eichborn Verlag Germany with its inspiring message." Iris 
Gehrmann, Eichborn Verlag. 

An engaging novel and sometimes a fairy tale. The endeavors of Alfonsina Strada, 
a revolutionary cyclist who first took part in the Tour of Italy in 1924. 

THE STORY AND ADVENTURES OF ALFONSINA STRADA, THE REBELLIOUS 
FEMALE CYCLIST WHO WAS THE FIRST TO CHALLENGE MACHISMO IN SPORTS, 
AND THE ONLY WOMAN TO TAKE PART IN THE TOUR OF ITALY IN 1924, 
ACCUMULATING NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL AWARDS.  

FROM POVERTY TO FAME AND FINALLY TO OBLIVION, ALFONSINA’S LIFE FINDS 
IN THE LANGUAGE AND SENSITIVITY OF SIMONA BALDELLI A VOICE TO 
NARRATE THE EXHAUSTING AND GROUNDBREAKING FEAT OF A WOMAN WHO 
REFUSED TO LIMIT HERSELF.  

When they reached the finish line, she had taken the lead with more than a bike length to spare. 
She cut the rope with her hands in the air, laughing and crying, free like she had never been. The 
handlebar wobbled out of control, lurched to one side and sent the bike into the ditch. Alfonsina fell 
face-first, but she didn’t care as she had never known a joy so great. The race organizers, some 
little boys and the giant asked,  "Are you hurt?" She jumped up, full of vigour. "Not really, it was 
fun!" The cap had landed in the ditch in her fall, and remained there. She picked it up and smacked 
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it against her leg to remove the mud. She shook her head and her hair fell down to her neck. The 
organizers, the little boys and the giant jumped back and said, "But she is a girl." 

Alfonsina and the road, tells the life story of the corridor, from the hard and starving times of 
Fossamarcia (next to Bologna) where she was born on the 1st March of 1891 and lived until the age of 
68 years old, to the 13th of September of 1959, day when she died while the probe Lunik 2 touched for 
the first time the lunar soil and the humanity crossed its limit towards the sky. In between there were 
two world wars; a March to Rome where one of Alfonsina’s brothers took part, D’Annunzio that gave 
her a golden star; and an award that Mussolini wished to deliver but she didn’t go to collect it.  Also, 
there were a medal that Tsar Nicholas II wanted to pin personally on her chest and the birth of the 
Southern Question. The kidnapping and the murder of Giacomo Matteotti occurred during the Tour 
of Italy in 1924. The years passed performing in the European circus. Two weddings. The first one 
when Alfonsina was 14 years old and found a way to run away from home, because there she was 
obliged not to ride her bicycle. The young husband Luigi Strada, working as a mechanic, was a kind 
man with a fragile psyche. He died after long and painful years closed in a mental institution. He 
sincerely loved her and she loved him back. She maintained his surname even after the second 
marriage with her colleague Carlo Messori.  

In 1924, The Tour of Italy risked not to start for a mass defection due to a refusal from the organizer 
of granting money compensations to the most famous athletes. Some of the greatest “champions” 
were missing and the race risked passing unnoticed. Therefore, the organizers became convinced to 
accept the request of a thirty years old woman that longer insisted to be registered for the competition. 
Here she was, Alfonsina Strada, who had already taken part in two Tours of Lombardia. Many people 
were afraid that this Tour could appear as a farce. The route of the contest crossed the peninsula for 
3.613 kilometers, including twelve stops punctuated by eleven days of rest. The registered members 
were 108 and there were just 90 at the start. Only thirty cyclists completed the race and Alfonsina 
Strada was one of them.  

In addition, to the story of Alfonsina, there is also one about a continent, Europe, being developed 
between wars and starvation, and the long journey of women on the road. The ones we can now define 
as equal opportunities recounted also through citations from newspapers’ articles and documents of 
the time. Alfonsina and the Road is the novel of a continuing, constant battle of a woman in 
order to obtain dignity and a place in the world. And the right to go beyond her own limits. 
 

Simona Baldelli has worked for many years in the performing arts field as an actress, director, 
playwright, and cultural events manager. She is also a presenter and author for the Italian radio. Her 
debut novel, Evelina e le fate (Giunti, 2013), was shortlisted at the Calvino Prize and was awarded 
the John Fante Literary Prize in 2013. Her second novel, Il tempo bambino (Giunti, 2014) was 
shortlisted for the Onor d’Agobbio Literary Prize. Her subsequent novels are La vita a 
rovescio (Giunti, 2016), winner of the Città di Cave Literary Prize, L’ultimo spartito di 
Rossini (Piemme, 2018), Vicolo dell’immaginario (Sellerio, 2019) Fiaba di Natale (Sellerio, 2020), Il 
pozzo delle bambole (Sellerio, 2023). She is the author of the audio series La notte che caddero le 
stelle (Emons, March 2022), and the novel for young readers La neve finché cade  (Giunti, 2022) and Il 
ciambellano e il lupo (winner of Premio Cento Ragazzi 2025, shortlisted at Campiello Junior 
Award 2025).  
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 Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
 Title:     THE ALLEY OF THE IMAGINARY 
                 (VICOLO DELL’IMMAGINARIO) 
 Pages:   300 
 First Publisher: Sellerio 
 Publication: January, 2019 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
A LITERARY NOVEL ABOUT SENSE OF GUILT, REGRETS AND 
REMORSES IN WHICH MAGICAL REALISM MEETS TRADITIONAL 
ITALIAN FAMILY SAGA. A STORY SETS BETWEEN ITALY AND 
PORTUGAL IN THE SEVENTIES: THE YEARS WHEN IT SEEMED 
THAT EVERYTHING WAS ABOUT TO CHANGE FOREVER. 

 
«The surprising debut novel by Simona Baldelli is a magical book [...], a narration that manages to 
mix life and traditions, suffering and true history with absolute naturalness, little moments of joy 
and absolute pain». La Repubblica 
 

Clelia lives in a small village in the province of Reggio Emilia, she works in a joust factory and her 
job allows her to support the family: her widowed mother, enraged with the world, who never 
misses an opportunity to blame her for everything, and her sister Maria, suffering from 
poliomyelitis. 
Clelia, however, has a side life, a point of observation of her own, from which she immerses herself 
in the feelings, in the opportunities, in the great changes that take place in the late 50s, and then in 
the first social demands of the '60s and the harbinger of a darker and more conflictual period. In the 
stomach she has a lost love and a tangle of sharp stones that will lead her to abandon Italy, turn the 
page and invent a new life, becoming Amalia. 
Amalia arrives in Lisbon in the early '70s and she trys to understand why a small and clear black 
shadow accompanies her for some time, visible even in the dark. To survive she takes care of an 
elderly lady, Francisca Josefa, sick with love, who awaits the arrival of the fog and the return of 
Sebastiano I, the leader who died in the battle of Alcacer-Quibir at the end of the sixteenth century. 
 

In the spare time Amalia sews clothes and in the evening she works in the restaurant of Tia Marga, 
in the Vicolo dell'Immaginario, which welcomes Amalia in her particular community. She teaches 
her to prepare the cod, according to a precise ritual to be repeated with patience, to talk with the 
water, to listen to the fish while they are preparing them, until arrives the awaited day in which the 
mist falls to cover roads and houses and the souls of the Tagus and the living meet to dine and 
discuss, to scrutinize the past together and dream of the future. 
 

Simona Baldelli  was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Writer, actress and speaker, her first novel, 
Evelina e le Fate (Giunti, 2013), was finalist at the Italo Calvino Prize 2012 and winner at the John 
Fante Literary Prize 2013. Giunti published also Il Tempo Bambino (2014) and La Vita a Rovescio 
(2016), winner of the Città di Cave Caffè Corretto Literary Prize 2016. Her last novel, L’ultimo 
spartito di Rossini (Rossini's Last Score) was published by Piemme in May 2018.  
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Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 

Title: CHRISTMAS FAIRY TALE. THE SURPRISING JOURNEY OF 
THE AIR MAN  
(FIABA DI NATALE. IL SORPRENDENTE VIAGGIO DELL’UOMO 
DELL’ARIA) 
 
Publisher: Sellerio 
Publication date: November 25, 2020 
Pages: 210 
  
Rights: Worldwide 

 
ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 

 
A SMALL POETIC, VISIONARY, MOVING STORY THAT RESTORES CHRISTMAS TO 

ITS UNIVERSAL VALUE 
 

 

“Simona Baldelli’s writing style goes to the essence of what is not visible to 
the eyes. It captures the thoughts, desires and frustrations of the characters. 
Through stubborn and slow crossing opened to visions and fantasies that 
leads to a magical realism which contains everything”. Il Venerdì di 
Repubblica 

“A steel cable stretched between a library and a ruined church. An old 
tightrope walker starting the crossing while one by one the important 
people of his life appear: his daughter, friends and loves. And those 175 
metres that become recapitulation and new beginning”. Marie Claire 

“This Christmas fairy tale written by Simona Baldelli is close relative of the 
Little Prince for delicacy of tones, enchanted atmospheres and density of 
poetic language. More than ever right for this time because we can find in 
the story symbolically represented our misfortunes, our fears, but also and 
above all our desire and ability to dream”.  L’Osservatore Romano 

 
An ordinary man, in an ordinary day, in a city, like many. He is seventy-seven years old and 
was a tightrope walker. Much time has passed since the last passage, since people called him 
the Air-Man.  
Christmas is approaching and the old tightrope walker dreams to give her daughter a gift. 
He doesn’t see her since she became an adult. He dreams a small exploit: sweeping over a 
strand the distance between the municipal library’s balcony towards a ruined church bell 
tower in the city where he lives. Without notice, without asking for permission nor 
arranging insurance. The reason would suggest that is an act of madness, but there are 
reasons for the heart to listen. We will understand them, step by step, along with the 175 
metres of the passage, the hanging road that leads to the end, or to a new beginning.  
At the first, the city observes astonished, then baffled, eventually passionate and the 
cameras arrive. One at a time people that had an important role in the man’s life (the 
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daughter, the librarian, old a new loves) overlook the strand through the mobile pad of the 
fire truck and call to account about the inconsiderate action. Down, the citizen and the civil 
society through microphones and cameras, give their personal interpretation of the show 
performed upon their heads.  The Air Man, over the suspended rope, becomes steel, 
between wind and rain, he finds the strength of when he was a boy and discovers the 
fragility of the incipient old age. But he goes ahead, stubborn, in search of the Colour Man 
(met many years before while he crossed a mountain lake over the strand) and destined to 
rewrite up there, not just for himself but also for all those that are waiting for him from 
below. A small poetic, visionary, moving story that restores Christmas to its universal value. 
 

Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Her first novel, Evelina e le Fate 
(Giunti, 2013) was shortlisted for the Italo Calvino Prize and winner at the John Fante 
Literary Prize in 2013. She also published Il Tempo Bambino (Giunti 2014), La Vita a Rovescio 
(Giunti 2016), L’Ultimo Spartito di Rossini (Piemme 2018) and Vicolo dell’ Immaginario 
(Sellerio 2019). Her latest novel Alfonsina e la strada (Sellerio, 2021) and Il pozzo delle 
bambole have been translated into German by Eichborn (Luebbe Group). 



Walkabout Literary Agency fiction 

www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 

 

 

  
 

Author: PAOLO BONOLIS 
Title: LATE NIGHT 

(NOTTE FONDA) 
 

Pages: 179 
First Publisher: Rizzoli 
Publication date: 4th October 2022 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

P      PRINT RUN 30.000 COPIES 
FIRST      REPRINT AFTER TWO WEEKS! 

 

AFTER HIS BESTSELLER “PERCHE’ 
PARLAVO DA SOLO” (3 REPRINTS AND MORE 
THAN 50.000 COPIES SOLD) PAOLO BONOLIS, 

WELL KNOWN FOR HIS EXTRAORDINARY 
LINGUISTIC VERVE, WANTED TO TACKLE 

FICTION WRITING. 
 
 

"Bonolis stages, as in a chamber drama, a direct confrontation with his own conscience 
to offer us an intimate and collective reflection, lucid and provocative, on the issues 
that question humanity yesterday and today, from the illusions of religion to the 
mystifications of power, to touching the raw nerves of a hyper-technological society 
that has delegated to artificial intelligence the control of our children, exposing them 
to the risks of a present without memory and a future without freedom." 

 
‹‹He shifts his gaze to his wife's grey eyes. Around them, the flat bathed in silence. And around them, the city, 
noisy, electric, coming through the window. From outside, from the darkness of the night, theirs is one of many, 
hundreds, thousands of illuminated windows.›› 

A man and a woman, husband and wife, leave an 'aperitif' and walk home. It has been a long 
time since they have walked together, and the opportunity is there to have a freewheeling 
conversation. She hurts her shoes, but he finds them seductive. From the smallest things one 
is quick to move on to the highest systems in the verbal ping pong. Does the Dome (San Peter), 
i.e. the Church, oppress us or enchant us? The Almighty: who is he or what is he? When they 
get home, the close dialogue does not stop and it is enough to glance into the son's room, 
currently on a school trip, to see concerns arise, between a poster of Sferaebbasta and a pair of 
astronomically priced trainers: why does he want to leave the Catholic school? Why is he always 
alone?  

From there, husband and wife turn back on themselves and each other's jealousies: who is 
Mizuko and who is Rocco, the lifeguard she dug up on Facebook?
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The exchange of jokes leaves one breathless and meanwhile the two eat, drink, make love. And 
they resume talking about everything, about the ravages of technology and gorging on sushi. All 
night long. Until morning. 
 

Paolo Bonolis (Rome 1961). He has been one of 
the most popular entertainment stars in Italy over 
the last thirty years. He hosted the successful TV 
show for kids Bim Bum Bam (from 1982 to 1990), 
and then worked for Fininvest and for Rai hosting 
TV shows such as Non è la Rai (“This is not Rai TV”), 
I cervelloni (“Brainiacs”) and Beato tra le donne (“Blessed 
Art Thou Among Women”). He 
was instrumental in creating Ciao Darwin (“Hello 
Darwin”) and Chi ha incastrato Peter Pan? (“Who 
Framed Peter Pan?”), he hosted Striscia la notizia 
(alongside Luca Laurenti), two editions of the 
Sanremo Festival and the talk-show Il senso della vita 
(“The Meaning of Life”). Rizzoli has published his 
bestseller Perché parlavo da solo in 2019. 
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Author: ADRIÁN N. BRAVI 
Title: THE NIGHT SWIMMER 
           (LA NUOTATRICE NOTTURNA) 
 
Pages: 196 
First Publisher: Nutrimenti 
Publication date: 26 September 2025 
 
Rights: Nutrimenti 
 
Film/Tv rights available 
 
A MISSING FATHER. A HIDDEN TRUTH. A JOURNEY OF 

DISCOVERY THAT WILL CHANGE JACOPO'S LIFE 
FOREVER.  

 
AFTER THE AWARD-WINNING “ADELAIDA”, ADRIÁN N. BRAVI SIGNS A POWERFUL 

NOVEL ABOUT GENDER IDENTITY, LOVE AND THE COURAGE TO BE ONESELF. 
 

FIFTH PLACE IN THE INDISCRETO QUALITY CHART 2026 
 
"When Jacopo Bordignola heard the telephone ring that morning and a woman he didn’t know, 
but who said her name was Ingrid, told him his father had drowned in a river the night before, 
at a point, she explained mournfully, where the waters are swampy and become impassable, the 
first thing he thought of doing was to fetch the harmonica his father had given him as a gift long 
ago. He had kept it always in a bedside drawer, wrapped in an old silk handkerchief. Then he 
dropped onto the sofa, holding the harmonica, blowing lightly over the holes and thinking of the 
last time he had seen that man, many years before." 
 
When he receives a phone call informing him of the death of his father Pietro, drowned in a 
river in Portugal, Jacopo has no idea that this event will start a journey that will upset all his 
certainties. He, who works in a cemetery and is a clumsy and awkward forty-something man, 
sets off accompanied by his friend Quinto in search of answers, taking with him only a 
harmonica and the few blurred memories of an ever-absent father.  
In Rio Salgueiro, Jacopo will discover that his father was hiding a surprising truth. Between 
the cobbled streets of the Portuguese town and the rushing waters of the river, the protagonist 
will have to confront not only his own pain, but also a revelation that will challenge everything 
he thought he knew about his family and himself.  
Through an intimate and profound narrative, with delicacy and poetry, Bravi explores 
universal themes such as gender identity, family relationships and the weight of secrets. The 
Night Swimmer is an intense and moving novel capable of tackling complex themes by 
interweaving the lives of the characters in a mosaic of emotions and revelations. A novel about 
searching for one's roots and accepting truths that can change the course of a life. 
 

THEY SAID ABOUT “THE NIGHT SWIMMER” 
“In the present, there is a mild-mannered young man, Jacopo, who is always awkward in his 
approach to life. In his humble job as a gravedigger's assistant lurks, like an unspoken promise 
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of redemption, the memory of a fabulous, bohemian father who abandoned him and his 
mother to lead a mysterious life in unknown places. One day, a phone call from Portugal 
announces his death by drowning, and so Jacopo begins the journey backwards that leads him 
to his father's remains, or rather, to a simulacrum of him that suddenly contradicts and 
unsettles both the memories so often repeated by his mother and his own memories, as well 
as the expectations of a son forced to become an orphan long before his time. 
With the delicacy typical of his prose, with a gaze that captures an emotionally risky story 
without exaggerating it, Bravi knows how to tackle and convey in his narrative themes that 
have become hot topics today, even from an ethical and political point of view, starting with 
gender identity. The absence of rhetoric and the rhythmic cadence of a narrative that 
seeks out the reader without ever pandering to them or disorienting them with special 
effects testify, above all, that with La nuotatrice notturna, Bravi has reached his full 
maturity as a writer.” Massimo Raffaeli, Il Venerdì di Repubblica 
 
« This is the story of the world and its pettiness, a story about identity and its constraints. 
About the need to remain silent in the certainty that one will never be understood. » Romana 
Petri – La Lettura 
 
« By fully adopting the perspective of the shy protagonist, with his naivety and amazement, 
and adding details, sharp observations, and delicately humorous notes, Bravi constructs a 
charming and profound story, in which there is not the slightest hint of a thesis, as can happen 
when dealing with topics that are considered “difficult” in some way, such as gender identity 
and the prejudices (as well as clichés and the occasional touch of victimhood) that often 
accompany it. » Francesca Lazzarato - Il Manifesto 
 
Adrián N. Bravi was born in Buenos Aires, lived in Argentina until the age of 24, then moved 
to Italy to pursue his studies in philosophy. He lives in Recanati and is a librarian at the 
University of Macerata. Some of his published books: Restituiscimi il cappotto (2004), La 
pelusa (2007), Sud 1982 (2008), Il riporto (2011), L’albero e la vacca (2013), L’inondazione (2015); 
La gelosia delle lingue (2017); L’idioma di Casilda Moreira (2019), Il levitatore (2020).  
With Nutrimenti he published Verde Eldorado (2022) and Adelaida (2024), selected in the 
dozen of the Premio Strega, winner of the Premio Comisso, the Basilicata Literary 
Prize, special mention of the Premio Napoli, finalist of the Premio Procida Isola di 
Arturo Elsa Morante. This year, the Argentinean University of Villa Maria awarded him the 
title of Honorary Professor. 
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Author: ADRIÁN N. BRAVI 
Title: ADELAIDA 
 
Publisher: Nutrimenti 
Pages: 180 
Publication date: 9TH February, 2024 
 
Rights: Nutrimenti 
 
Rights sold: Planeta (Latin America), Minuscula (Spain). 
 

 NOMINEE FOR THE STREGA PRIZE 2024 
 

SELECTED BY THE CAMPIELLO JURY PRIZE 2024 
 

FIRST REPRINT AFTER ONE MONTH! 
 
Proposed for the STREGA PRIZE 2024 by Romana Petri, with this motivation: 
How many Italians have fled to Argentina to escape Nazi-fascism and then found themselves under the 
oppression of Videla's dictatorship? Who knows what it is about peace that at one point it bores, 
arrives one way and then leaves another? Adrián N. Bravi tells us the story of this formidable, beautiful 
and fascinating woman as Jeanne Moreau, who in Buenos Aires participates in cultural and political life 
on the side of the poor by founding the magazine Contorno. An artist in her own right, she is a talented 
ceramist, art critic and lover of literature. Literature that she has divided into two categories: that to 
read and forget (to read anyway) and that to read and remember. 
Fascination does not seem to let beauty slip away, intelligence does not add an indelible parochialism in 
those who, much younger, know a woman who is about to become old, yet see her as she was. Adelaida 
feels Argentinean. She married the writer David Viñas by whom she had two children: Mini and 
Lorenzo. Who could have predicted that her political ideas would catch fire in her two children and 
that, having fled fascist Italy as a child, she would find herself the mother of two desaparecidos?  What 
was left for Adelaida to do in Buenos Aires? How can you stay in a country that you know is yours but 
that has stolen two children from you? Leaving is the will to continue living anyway, even after painful 
losses and after being over fifty. Bravi's admirable writing is like a mirror. He writes by looking inside 
himself, but does not find himself. Flaubertianly identified with Adelaida, it is she who makes him 
move, relive, suffer, but also have a few fundamental, fleeting encounters with happiness in the latter 
part of his lonely life. It is from that mirror that Bravi realises, at Adelaida's funeral, how futile it is 
sometimes to close one's eyes to the dead. Who says they cannot see us?  
A work of rare beauty (much more than a biography), Bravi gives us the life of a unique woman, 
Adelaida, that no reader will ever forget. 
 
A WOMAN, AN ARTIST, A MOTHER. ADELAIDA GIGLI WAS ONE OF THE MOST 
SURPRISING FEMALE FIGURES IN ARGENTINA IN THE LAST CENTURY. READY TO 
HIDE WEAPONS AND DISSIDENTS IN HER HOME, TO LAUGH IN THE FACE OF 
POWER, TO REBEL AGAINST CONVENTIONS, TO SHOW HERSELF EXUBERANT AND 
IRREVERENT, ADELAIDA ALWAYS EXPRESSED HERSELF TO THE FULL AND HAD 
TO PAY FOR THE HORROR OF CENSORSHIP, DICTATORSHIP AND LOSS IN HER 


