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Author: GIULIA ALBERICO
Title: THE LADY OF FLANDERS
(LA SIGNORA DELLE FIANDRE)

Pages: 250
First Publisher: Piemme
Publication date: 5t" May, 2021

IMELLE

g LANDRE / & Rights: Worldwide

On the occasion of the 50oth birth anniversary of Margaret of
Austria, I Cammino di Margherita (Margaret's Path) was
inaugurated, a trek across Italy from the Medici and Farnese
fiefdoms to the Flemish region of Belgium, Flanders, where the Duchess was born.
Giulia Alberico's novel will be presented at the different stages of the trek.

Margaret of Austria or of Parma (Oudenaarde, 5 July 1522 - Ortona, 18 January 1586), was a
noblewoman of Flemish and Spanish origin, the natural daughter of Emperor Charles V of
Habsburg and Jeanne van der Gheynst. Margaret was governor of the Spanish Netherlands,
as well as being lady of a number of fiefs in Italy. By marriage she obtained, among others,
the titles of duchess consort of Florence through her first husband, Alessandro de' Medici,
and duchess of Parma and Piacenza as wife of Ottavio Farnese.

For more information on Margaret's path you can consult the site here:
Distance 6.038 km

Altitude Difference 220.000 m

Villages 600+

Attraction 12.000+

BASTARD AND BELOVED DAUGHTER OF EMPEROR CHARLES V, WIFE OF A MEDICI AND
THEN OF OTTAVIO FARNESE, DUCHESS OF PARMA AND PIACENZA, GOVERNOR OF
FLANDERS, HALF-SISTER OF FELIPE OF SPAIN AND JUAN, THE HERO OF LEPANTO,
MOTHER OF ONE OF THE GREATEST LEADERS OF HER TIME, ALESSANDRO FARNESE.
THE STORY OF THE MADAME TO WHICH THE FAMOUS ROMAN PALACE (PALAZZO
MADAMA, SEAT OF THE SENATE OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC) IS DEDICATED. A
CULTURED, REFINED AND INTELLIGENT WOMAN, BUT ALSO AN OBEDIENT PAWN IN THE
CHESSBOARD OF HISTORY, WITNESS OF A WORLD AT SUNSET.

“The illegitimate daughter of Carlo V lives on in these pages as if we had her in front of our
eyes. An exciting novel about a historical figure to be brought to light.” Carla Maria Russo

My life has been long and full. I have traveled through Europe. I have traveled mainly through
Italy. I have met men and women of all kinds, but when I think about it, I lived totally alone. I
do not know the habit of days all equal made of awakenings nights and meals with the spouse,
the son, least of all father and mother. Always provisional and ready to the obedience that
would have destined me to reside elsewhere.
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Ortona, October 1585. Margaret of Austria has been in Abruzzo for several months. It is
here that, after so much wandering for Europe, she decided to spend her last years. She
found here a land she loves and, above all, that is only hers. Not a heavy paternal
inheritance, not a privileged marriage. She is having a palace built by the sea; an imposing
and precious building that welcomes and mitigates her old age. But Marguerite’s time is
almost over. A dark evil is inexorably creeping into her body and thanks to this forced
immobility it allows her to take refuge in the memories of a full life for once, important but
also full of suffering. Bastard and beloved daughter of Emperor Charles V, wife of a Medici
and then of Ottavio Farnese, Duchess of Parma and Piacenza, governor of Flanders, half-
sister of Felipe of Spain and Juan, the hero of Lepanto, mother of one of the greatest leaders
of her time, Alessandro Farnese. It has been through a century of splendor and blood, she
was a pawn in the hands of the emperor and two popes. She saw the end of a world and,
above all, of the paternal dream: the one of a united, imperial and Christian Europe. But she
was also a lover of beauty, from jewelry, to art and to music. And now alone with her
chaperone, she finds herself wondering what the profound meaning of her existence is.
Giulia Alberico, with her wise and incisive writing, shows us the contrasts of a life
divided between a public and private, loneliness, dissent, the tears of a character
forced to obedience, but also the inner strength and the dreams of who was, above
all, a great woman.

A SELECTION OF QUOTES

"A prose sipped, dry, never digressive and yet determined to advance slowly, almost wanting
to evoke a slowness of things, a desire to stop time".
Mario Baudino, La Stampa

“And Giulia Alberico's writing is always admirable, balanced and discreet, as ironic as it is
incisive.” Giuseppe Pontiggia

“An increasingly intense writing, smoothed by the linguistic sensitivity that is a
characteristic of Giulia Alberico's writing.” Donna Moderna

“Memory is a precise narrative key that characterizes the works of the author who with this
new novel offers pages to be savored with confidence, letting oneself be ensnared by her
composed and storytelling prose”. Stilos

"Giulia Alberico, a writer who has a lot to say about the world of women". Grazia

Giulia Alberico, born in San Vito Chietino, moved for university studies to Rome, where
she currently lives. She taught in secondary schools for decades. Her debut novel, Madrigale
(Sellerio, 1999), has now become a long-seller, which was followed by Il Gioco della Sorte, I
Corpo Gentile, Come Sheherazade and other very popular novels and short stories. She is a
strong reader and has been coordinating a reading group at a Roman bookstore for years.
She has directed non-fiction collections, collaborated with magazines and newspapers.
Currently collaborates with the cultural pages of “L’Osservatore Romano”.
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Author: GIULIA ALBERICO
Title: THE SECRET OF VITTORIA
(IL SEGRETO DI VITTORIA)

Pages: 250
First Publisher: Piemme
. Publication date: April 2024

Rights: Worldwide
HER CLOSE FRIEND MICHELANGELO WROTE

ABOUT HER “A MAN IN A WOMAN, INDEED A
GOD".

La vita di Vitcoria Colt
ai tempi di Michel

THE UNTOLD STORY OF AN AMBIGUOUS AND
¢ ; = IMMENSE CHARACTER OF THE ITALIAN
 omanzg) RENAISSANCE
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Rome, 1567. Vittoria Colonna, poetess, widow of Ferrante d'Avalos, marquise of Pescara and
advisor to two popes, has been dead for some years now. And it is only after some time that
her lady-in-waiting, the one who has been by her side from day one, decides to open the
papers she has kept and hidden until the end: Vittoria's friends are now dead and no one is in
danger of being condemned for heresy and treason any more. Vittoria, in fact, with Giulia
Gonzaga, Cardinal Pole and Michelangelo was part of a group of people who tried in every
way to reform the Church to avoid schism and condemned nepotism and the sale of
indulgences.

But in those secret papers there is not only Vittoria the saint, the Christian, the reformer.
There is also the woman, the inconsolable widow of a chaste yet very sweet marriage, the
person in constant struggle with a contronatural body, and also Michelangelo's passionate
muse and friend. Whom she perhaps loved as much as body and soul would allow her.

An intense, poetic novel about a controversial and very modern figure in our history.

Giulia Alberico is an Italian writer. Born in San Vito Chietino, she currently lives in Rome. A
teacher of Italian and History in high schools in Rome for thirty years, she made her debut in
1999 with the collection of short stories Madrigale, published by Sellerio, now in its twentieth
reprint. He has published several novels, essays and short stories. For Piemme, she wrote The
Lady of Flanders in 2021.
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Author: WALTER ASTORI

Title: DOUBLE MURDER IN THE SHADOW OF
THE PALATINE

(DOPPIO OMICIDIO ALL’OMBRA DEL
PALATINO)

Pages: 320
First Publisher: Orizzonte Milton
Publication date: April, 2024

Rights: Worldwide

AN AGATHA CHRISTIE DETECTIVE STORY SET IN
ANCIENT ROME 60 B.C.

Year of the consulship of Aphranius and Metellus
Celerus. Two murders on the same day shake the city of
Rome. The first was that of Silanus, a former consul
known for his conciliatory nature, the second of Roscius
Gallus, a famous actor much loved by the Roman people. Flavio Callido, a Roman nobleman
of Pompeian faction and former Quaestor, in full cursus honorum investigates the murders.
During the murder of Silanus, Callidus finds himself in the domus of the former consul for a
secret meeting with Giunia, daughter of Silanus and Servilia. There he discovers an unusual
commotion at a meeting attended by some of the Republic's most notorious optimates who
are waiting for an infamous guest, whose identity he cannot discover. In the corridors of the
domus, Callidus is spotted and, forced to hide, takes shelter in Silanus' private baths, where
he falls ill and wakes up in the suburbs, without his noble ring. Callidus is subsequently
commissioned by Cicero to investigate the murder of his great friend Roscio Gallo. Cicero's
goal is to accuse Publius Clodius of the murder of Roscius, who is already on trial for violating
the mysteries of the Bona Dea. However, the investigation into the death of Roscio also reveals
other possible leads, one of which leads to Arbuscola, a charming and cunning actress.
Meanwhile, Callido is suspected and imprisoned for Silano's murder. Amid revelations and
twists Callido and Arbuscola take the right path to discover what really happened. What
awaits them will not only be the unveiling of the real culprits, Callido will realise that his
certainties and principles will have to give way to new political compromises.

Once the veil behind which the truth is hidden has fallen, one can no longer be the same.

Walter Astori was born in Rome in 1980. With a degree in law, he worked as editorial
manager for Eleven Sports Italia. A passionate divulger of ancient Roman history, he is active
on his social channels Roma racconta (instagram), Roma racconta, una pillola al giorno
(facebook) and Inchiostro giallo (Tik Tok). He made his debut in 2007 with Le sette sfere (The
Seven Spheres), a novel with which he won the Il giallo di Roma literary prize. He is the
author of the crime novels set in ancient Rome Omicidi nell'urbe and Omicidi nella domus,
both published by Piemme in 2018.
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__LATRIMA INDAGINE DEL QUESTORE CALLIDO WALTER ASTORI
OMICIDI NELL’URBE.

LA PRIMA INDAGINE DEL QUESTORE CALLIDO
Piemme, Giugno 2018

UNA SERIE GIALLA ALLA AGATHA CHRISTIE AMBIENTATA
NELL'ANTICA ROMA

Primavera del 61 a.C. anno del consolato di Pisone e Corvino. Una serie di
delitti sconvolge la quotidianita romana, gia turbata da conflitti politici
sempre pil accesi. Gaio Rabirio e Crisogono, cittadini in vista accomunati
. da un passato di violenze e perdizione, vengono ritrovati morti dopo
) atroci sofferenze. Entrambi sono stati prima mutilati e poi giustiziati con
un colpo al cuore. Un modus operandi che ricorda quello dei sacrifici
umani officiati dai sacerdotl della dea Ma e richiama i Compitalia, festa religiosa dedicata agli schiavi
abrogata pochi anni prima. Il princeps senatus Lutazio Catulo, approfittando della lontananza di
Pompeo, affida l'indagine al questore Flavio Callido, chiamato a disimpegnarsi in una vicenda
scabrosa in cui nessuno risulta al di sopra di ogni sospetto, nemmeno l'ex console Cicerone. Un
compito delicatissimo che potrebbe compromettere sia la sua carriera politica sia la scalata al potere
di Pompeo. La scia di brutali delitti, infatti, & solo all'inizio e ne faranno le spese altri personaggi
illustri. A Callido, coadiuvato da una squadra sui generis che comprende Lutazia, giovane figlia di
Catulo, Achillea, impavida gladiatrice eroina delle folle, e Cefea, ermafrodita figlio del gran sacerdote
della dea Ma Archelao, il compito di far luce su un caso in grado di far vacillare Roma dalle
fondamenta, strettamente connesso ai legami oscuri del cuore pulsante dell'urbe.

OMICIDI NELLA DOMUS.
LA SECONDA INDAGINE DEL QUESTORE CALLIDO
Piemme, Luglio 2018

LA SECONDA INDAGINE DEL (Llll\l()lll CALLIDO

Walter Astori
OMICIDI E’ la primavera de'l 61 a.C. I'l giovane ql.lestore Flavio Calli.do, per
ritemprarsi dalle fatiche della vita romana, si concede qualche giorno di
LA DO M US vacanza presso la villa suburbana di suo padre Spurio, figura di spicco della
o politica durante la dittatura di Silla, ora ritiratosi in campagna per
invecchiare serenamente lontano dagli intrighi e dai complotti dell'Urbe.
Al suo arrivo nella domus, Callido trova un’atmosfera ben diversa dalla
tranquillita agreste che si era augurato. Nella notte & morta Cecilia,
seconda moglie di Lucio Calpurnio Bestia, uno degli ospiti illustri di Spurio
insieme all’ex console Murena e a Fausta Cornelia, figlia del dittatore Silla.
Tutti gli ospiti sono concordi che si sia trattato di una morte per cause
naturali, tranne Marciana, madre di Cecilia e cugina di Catone I'Uticense.
Nel corso della notte, infatti, Cecilia era scampata ad un incendio divampato nel suo cubicolo ed
aveva lanciato accuse precise nei confronti di Licinia, sorella di Murena, rea di volersi sbarazzare di
lei per poter sposare Bestia.
Tra accuse e minacce, quando la situazione sta per esplodere, Flavio Callido, forse in maniera troppo
impulsiva, decide di intervenire offrendosi di indagare. La morte di Cecilia e solo I'ultimo atto di una
spirale di violenza che si e abbattuta sulla domus di Spurio e che ha portato alla misteriosa
sparizione di uno schiavo, alla morte di una schiava e all'aggressione del convoglio di Bestia mentre
tornava dal tempio della Fortuna a Praeneste. Le indagini sono piu difficili del previsto ma Callido
non vuole demordere. E tra i potenziali sospettati c'¢ da annoverare anche Spurio, il padre di Flavio
Callido.

PIEMME
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Author: BERNARDO MATTIA BAGNOLI
Mattia Bernardo Bagnoli Title: I’LL BETRAY YOU FOREVER
Ti ralizd per sempte (TI TRADIRO’ PER SEMPRE)

Pages: 270
First Publisher: Piemme (2019), Orizzonte Milton (2024)

Rights: Worldwide

EXTENDED ENGLISH SYNOPSIS AVAILABLE

ACQUI HISTORY AWARD 2019
IN THE SECTION OF HISTORICAL NOVEL

“Well developed characters and textures: a fascist consul, tough and pure, but also full of
contradictions, an English agent who pursues his goal with determination, a fascinating
photographer with a mysterious profile, who enchants both. A development of events and surprises,
many documents, an excelent narrative quality.” Corriere della Sera

“A compelling and well-documented tale set in borderlands where armies, spies, countries and
ideologies clash. A historical novel about the ambiguities of war, passion and interests: where every
move is permitted in order to achieve victory, defeat or love.” Gaetano Savatteri

AN INTENSE AND POIGNANT NOVEL ABOUT LOVE, BETRAYAL AND BROKEN IDEALS AT
THE TIME OF THE WAR, BASED ON HISTORICAL EVENTS AND CHARACTERS

TWO FIGHTERS ENABLED TO HAVE EVERYTHING FOR THE FIRST TIME DISPOSED TO
LOSE EVERYTHING

BETWEEN CASABLANCA AND SPY GAME

1941. Svevo Giacco-Aliprandi, Italian consul stationed in Algeciras, a corner of Europe that is almost
Africa, is a man of integrity, loyal to the values of his homeland. The real reason he is there is a top-
secret operation to attack the ships and port of Gibraltar, a stronghold that allows the British to
continue to dominate the Mediterranean. A daring operation that could bring about a definitive
turning point in the war. For Svevo, only his work, his country and his family exist, at least until the
day he meets Ivonne Lavallard, a photographer fleeing Paris, now in Nazi hands. A woman of
undeniable charm, who seems to have nothing to lose. A man in the enemy ranks seems to have
guessed what the Italians are planning: Alex Goodwin, of the British secret service. He too has a

weakness, a French woman who wants to gain access to the Rock in order to photograph it: Ivonne
Lavallard.
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Mattia Bernardo Bagnoli was born in Milan in 1980. After graduating in Literature and History from
the University of Bologna, he moved to London to attend a master's degree in International Journalism
at City University. It was here that he began working for the ANSA news agency in Moscow. He
currently works in Brussels as a diplomatic correspondent. He is the author of the noir novel Bologna
permettendo (Fazi 2009), the guidebook Strano ma Londra (Fazi 2012) and Modello Putin - Viaggio in
un Paese che Faremmo Bene a Conoscere (People 2021). His novel Ti tradiro per sempre, republished
by Orizzonte Milton, received the Acqui Storia award for historical fiction.
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Author: SIMONA BALDELLI
e Title: EVELINA AND THE FAIRIES
(EVELINA E LE FATE)

Pages: 252
First Publisher: Giunti (2013) New edition August 2024
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Rights sold to: Roca Editorial (Spain)
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ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE

AN ASTONISHING NOVEL THAT CONNECTS THE THREADS OF
HISTORY TO THOSE OF A LITTLE GIRL'S FANTASY WORLD, ON A
FARM IN THE ITALIAN COUNTRYSIDE

GGIUNTI
MORE THEN 15.000 COPIES SOLD
SHORTLISTED FOR THE CALVINO PRIZE 2012
WINNER OF THE JOHN FANTE PRIZE 2013

TOMORROW NEEDS MEMORY IN ORDER TO EXIST

A fresh, free-flowing novel that has the ability to pull the reader into a parallel dimension
despite the fact that the narrative of facts and circumstances belong to painful pages of
Italian history: The Second World War, night bombings, starvation, round-ups,
displaced persons.

The war rages a few miles from the Gothic Line, in the hills of Pesaro, where Germans and Fascists clash
with partisans in the Toscano awaiting the Allied troops. The novel opens with a memorable scene, the
arrival of evacuees during the second world war. To Evelina it seems that the souls of the dead are
coming out from the snow.

Evelina is only five years old when the first evacuees find shelter in her father's barn, that moment when
her life is overwhelmed and the carefreeness of childhood games gives way to the horror of war. But
Evelina is protected by two fairies, the dark Nera and the cheerful Scépa, and she has a power: she can
see the world through the eyes of imagination...

The partisans are camped around the house in the country: their leader, The Toscan, has obtained food
from Evelina’s father, who sympathizes with them. Evelina and her brothers, Sergio and Maria one day
find the corpse of a German killed by partisans: the Black makes them run away and hide moments
before the Germans arrived. In a relentless succession of twists, on the hills behind Pesaro, the last year
of the Second World War is filtered through the magic eyes of childhood, and includes Evelina’s whole
family and the secret of a Jewish girl hidden under a trapdoor in the barn.

Reality and magic mix and intertwine, bringing to life a peasant and fairy world, the tangle of
civil war and world war. The dry style, enriched with dialect elements, makes the tale even
more vivid: magic words, amulet words, nursery rhymes, opening the door to dream and
prophecy.
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PRESS REVIEW

«The surprising debut novel by Simona Baldelli is a magic book and not for the presence of the fairies,
but for her natural style of writing that manages to blend real life and traditions, suffering and true
stories, little moments of joy and absolute agony.» Alessandra Rota, La Repubblica

«A magical story, full of tenderness and mystery. A poetic and rhythmic novel, suspended between pain
and redemption, between fear and strength that serves to undermine them.» Paolo Di Paolo, L'Unita

«A novel that conquers by managing to frame from an undoubtedly original point of view one of the
many small individual stories of which the great History is made, understood as the founding moment
of our identity: that History that never ceases to fascinate and to ask to be told.» Gaia Rau, La
Repubblica

«An extraordinarily mature writing, this being a first work, and very expressive - making extensive use
of a dialect very similar to that of Fellini's Amarcord and Otto e mezzo.» Andrea Carraro

« Simona Baldellj, a finalist for the 2012 Calvino Prize, refers precisely to Calvino, paying him n obvious
homage with this book written with enchanted eyes.» Massimo Onofri, Avvenire

Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Her first novel, Evelina e le Fate (“Evelina and
the Fairies”, 2013) was shortlisted at the Italo Calvino Prize and won the John Fante Literary Prize
in 2013. She has published Il Tempo Bambino (“Child Time”, Giunti 2014), La Vita a Rovescio (“Life
Inside Out”, Giunti 2016), L’Ultimo Spartito di Rossini (“Rossini’s Last Musical Score”, Piemme 2018).
With Sellerio Editore she has published Vicolo dell'Tmmaginario (“The Alley of Imagination”, 2019),
Fiaba di Natale. Il sorprendente viaggio dell’'Uomo dell’aria (“Christmas Fairy Tale. The surprising
journey of the Man of the air”, 2020) and Alfonsina e la strada (“Alfonsina and the road”, 2021) winner
of the Memo Geremia City of Padua 2021 Sports Literary Prize. In 2023 she published Processo
ad Antigone (People) and Il pozzo delle bambole (Sellerio) winner of the National Literary Prize for
Women Writers 2023.
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Author: SIMONA BALDELLI

Title: ROSSINI'S LAST SCORE
(ULTIMO SPARTITO DI ROSSINI)

Pages: 350

First Publisher: Piemme

Publication: 2018
L'ultimo

spartitodi ¥ Rights: Worldwide

Rossini

SIMONA BALDELLI, AFTER A CLOSE DOCUMENTATION IN
THE ROSSINI FOUNDATION ARCHIVES IN PESARO, HAS
WRITTEN A RIGOROUS HISTORICAL NOVEL THAT
HIGHLIGHTS UNKNOWN PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAITS OF

MAESTRO ROSSINI.

“Writing a novel inspired by the life of Gioachino Rossini on the 150th anniversary of his
death means making your own life wonderfully complicated. Because the first question you
have to ask yourself as you look at the blank page is: what can you write about someone about
whom everything has already been said? Someone who belongs not just to music lovers but to
the collective imagination? Someone who in his lifetime was probably the most famous and
acclaimed opera composer? The term 'Rossinimania’ was coined for him in reference to his
time spent performing in Vienna, where every street corner echoed with his music, postcards
of his face sold like hot cakes, men dressed like Rossini, women sighed as he passed and
restaurants had dishes dedicated to him. The same thing happened in every city where he
lived and worked. Everyone wanted a piece of that jovial musician, with an easy hand at
composing - he wrote the Barber of Seville in less than two weeks - a ready joke and a love of
good food. And so he is still remembered today: a cheerful opportunist, a bon vivant. But,
with the exception of some sacred and instrumental music, he actually stopped composing at
the age of 37, after the wonderful William Tell. What brought the most famous musician in
the world to silence?

This was the starting point for my journey through the life of a complex figure. A journey
made on tiptoe, so as not to disturb the giant who had been resting in peace for the last 150
years. | discovered unknown, painful and deeply human aspects of Rossini's life that he
attempted to conceal until his death, and he managed so well that he went down in history as
a cheerful joker. His best comic opera character of all, we might say, and the mask behind
which he was condemned to live.”

Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Writer, actress and speaker, her first
novel, Evelina e le Fate (Giunti, 2013), was a finalist for the Italo Calvino Prize 2012 and winner
of the John Fante Literary Prize 2013. This was followed by Il Tempo Bambino and La Vita a
Rovescio, winner of the Citta di Cave Caffe Corretto Literary Prize, a novel inspired by the true
story of Caterina Vizzani (1735) - a woman who for eight years dressed as a man -. Rossini's
Last Score is her latest novel. Sellerio will publish in 2019 the novel The Alley of Imaginary.
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Author: ADRIAN N. BRAVI
Title: GREEN EL DORADO
(VERDE ELDORADO)

First Publisher: Nutrimenti,
Publication date: May 2022
Pages 250

Rights: Nutrimenti

THE MIGRATION, THE SETTLING, THE SEARCH FOR AN
ADOPTIVE WORLD, THE LANGUAGE AND ITS
CONNECTIONS WITH THE COLLECTIVE
" CONSCIOUSNESS: THE WRITING THEMES OF ADRIAN N.
* BRAVI HERE MERGE IN A COMING-OF-AGE STORY, IN A

TRAVEL CHRONICLE, IN AN EXISTENTIAL PARABLE - OR
SIMPLY IN THE VOICE OF A YOUNG MAN WHO, AFTER LOSING HIS PLACE IN THE
OLD WORLD, IS ABLE TO FIND ANOTHER WHILE SEEKING HARMONY WITH THE
NEW ONE.

A FASCINATING NOVEL ABOUT SEBASTIAN CABOT’S TRAVELING, THE STORY OF
AN EXISTENTIAL PARABLE THAT ALSO INCLUDES THE THEMES OF NATURE,
LANGUAGE, INTEGRATION AND IDENTITY.

THROUGH UGOLINO’S VOICE, THAT CHARMS US FROM THE VERY FIRST LINES, A
NEW VISION OF NATURE, LIFE AND RELATIONS BETWEEN HUMAN BEINGS OPENS
UP BEFORE THE READER.

“I am asking you,” I told Giorgina while holding the Periphyseon, “because here it says that
there has been a second creation after Adam’s. A creation that’s a bit lopsided, I'd say, not
perfect. But here,” I said pointing at the forest, “it seems you have been created after the
second creation, this one like a refined creation, retouched, do you know what I mean? The
second, the one we have on the other side of the ocean, in the old world, is made of misfortunes
and calamities. But this one, even if you do eat us raw, doesn’t seem made only for man... Here
all that surrounds us, trees, animals, marshes... they seem to constantly begin, as if we were at
the dawn of everything’.

Ugolino is forced to wear a hood because he was disfigured by a fire, and in the very urban
Venice of 1526, scarring is a disgrace to keep hidden, a horror, the memento of the
misfortunes that life can trample you with. But the young man cannot stay long in the room
where he is holing up. Not tolerating his presence, his father decides to have him board the
expedition of a friend who at that point can claim the title of Piloto Mayor: Sebastian Cabot.
On April 3rd, 1526, Ugolino is aboard Cabot’s flagship. The route is for the Maluku Islands in
Indonesia, but the legendary explorer will never get there. Cabot falls short of the contract
with the Crown of Spain to chase after the tale of a few survivors of a past expedition, telling
about a city made of silver and gold. At first the fleet penetrates the Rio de la Plata, then
goes up the rivers Parand and Paraguay. And it is while navigating on the Paraguay that
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Ugolino is captured by an indigenous tribe together with four comrades, immediately
slaughtered and devoured. While he, freed from the hood, is spared precisely because of his
disfigured face, since in those marks the natives recognize the touch of the Karai, the lords
of fire. From then on, the young man starts to live with the indigenous people, discovering a
nature, a culture, a humanity, a language to learn and understand without demanding or
expecting anything in return. Because in those territories that barely appear on the maps of
the West there is so much life to appreciate, as long as those maps and the usual
perspectives on the world are overturned. A life that vibrates in each and every inch of
reality and in the body of Giorgina, the girl that more than any other creature gives meaning
to Ugolino’s settling, pushing him to wonder what the ultimate meaning of creation is.

Adrian N. Bravi was born in Buenos Aires, he lived in Argentina until the end of the 1980s,
and then moved to Italy to continue his philosophy studies. He lives in Recanati and works
as a librarian at the University of Macerata. In 1999 he published his first novel in Spanish
(Rio Sauce, Paradiso - Buenos Aires) and around 2000 he started writing in Italian. Some of
his books: Restituiscimi il cappotto ("Give me back my coat”, Fernandel 2014), La pelusa
("The pelusa”, Nottetempo 2007), Sud 1982 ("South 1982, Nottetempo 2008), I riporto ("The
comb over”, Nottetempo 201 - finalist at the 2012 Comisso Prize), L’albero e la vacca ("The
tree and the cow”, Feltrinelli 2013 - winner of the 2014 Bergamo Prize), L’inondazione ("The
flood”, Nottetempo 2015), Variazioni straniere ("Foreign variations”, short stories, EUM
2015), La gelosia delle lingue ("The jealousy of languages”, essays, EUM 2017), L’idioma di
Casilda Moreira ("The language of Casilda Moreira”, Exorma 2019), Il levitatore ("The
levitator”, Quodlibet 2020). In 2010 he published a text for children, The thirsty tree
(Helbling languages). His books have been translated into English, French, Spanish and
Arabic.
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Author: NICOLA BRUNIALTI
Title: ANAME THAT’S NOT MY OWN
(UN NOME CHE NON EIL MIO)

\

NICOLA :

BRUNIALTI
' Pages: 350

First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer

Publication date: January 16, 2022

= o __ Rights: Worldwide

el Sl BB Rights sold: Beijing Creative Art 813204 {{ (China).
UN NOME =

CHE NON E

MO

Storia di un bambino in fuga
dal ghetto di Varsavia

| A CHILD IN THE WARSAW GHETTO, THE COURAGE
OF A WOMAN WILLING TO DO ANYTHING TO GIVE
HIM A NEW LIFE. THE NOVEL INSPIRED BY THE
REAL STORY OF IRENA SENDLER, THE «<SCHINDLER
OF WARSAW».

WINNER OF THE ALVARO BIGIARETTI PRIZE, NICOLA BRUNIALTI ONCE AGAIN
WRITES A BOOK WITH A STRONG SOCIAL MESSAGE, EXPLORING NOT ONLY
MEMORY BUT ALSO RACISM AND INCLUSION.

Vienna, 2020. Marcus is only fourteen years old when he gets suspended for five days,
accused, together with three friends, of writing slurs directed at a Jewish classmate on the
walls of the school. The young boy risks facing heavy charges, so his mother Johanna,
desperate, turns to his grandfather Rudolf Steiner, a former teacher, asking him to step in and
put in a good word with the current principal. Rudy, now eighty-four, deeply shaken by his
nephew’s actions, decides to go on a trip to Poland with him. It will be the opportunity to tell
him about his incredible and painful past, that not even his daughters know about, and relive
his story, that of one of the last Jewish children saved by Irena Sendler, the “Schindler” of
Warsaw, the heroine of the ghetto who hid the real names of thousands of those children in
a jam jar buried under an apple tree.

A novel inspired by the real story of Irena Sendler, the Polish heroine called the «Schindler of
Warsaw», who in the early 1940s saved almost three thousand Jewish children.

The narrative voice of Nicola Brunialti is powerful, he confirms himself as one of the Italian
writers capable of telling a story that maintains stylistic dignity and originality of the plot in
the face of themes as investigated as difficult as the anti-Semitism. Il Giornale

“A crucial issue concerning memory, new generations, the rise of anti-Semitism, the role of
parents and the school system”. Avvenire

“Telling the story of Janusz, Brunialti writes above all the story of the heroic deeds of Irena
Sendler who died almost 100 years old in 2008”. La Gazzetta di Parma
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Nicola Brunialti has worked in advertising for many years, and was behind the campaigns for
Lavazza, Tim, Alitalia and others. He has been a writer for popular TV shows since 2009. He is
the author of more than 10 children’s fiction books, and of a number of songs by Simone
Cristicchi and Renato Zero. With Sperling & Kupfer has published Il paradiso alla fine del
mondo (2019). He is a descendant of Alessandro Manzoni.
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_ _ Author: PINO CACUCCI
FinoOacucol iy Title: REPAIR THE WRONGS
FiRecsrs Ligg 3 (RIPARARE I TORTI)

Pages: 416
| First Publisher: Mondadori
¢ | Publication date: 24" March 2026

. Rights: Worldwide
Rights sold: Les Grands Vents (France)
Film/Tv rights available

A GREAT EPIC NOVEL WHERE SPYING, ADVENTURE
AND LOVE STORIES INTERTWINE MASTERFULLY AS
ONLY A GREAT STORYTELLER LIKE CACUCCI CAN DO.
A STORY THAT EVOKES A VERY SIGNIFICANT SEGMENT OF ITALIAN AND

MEXICAN HISTORY.

PINO CACUCCI FLOODS HIS WRITING WITH EVENTS AND MAKES THE WAR EPIC A
SEGMENT OF HISTORY IN WHICH ONE LEARNS TO READ THE LOGIC OF FACTS AND
RIGHT WRONGS.

IT WAS SELECTED AMONG THE TEN NOVELS OF THE BOOK ADAPTATION FORUM (BAF,
OCTOBER 7, 2025) FOR PREVIEW PRESENTATION AT MIA (INTERNATIONAL AUDIOVISUAL
MARKET)

IN MEXICO, WHAT APPEARS SIMPLE IS ALMOST ALWAYS DANGEROUS

June 10, 1940. Ten Italian merchant ships are requisitioned by the still neutral Mexican
government. Furio, boatswain of the Lucifero, after discovering that he is under close
surveillance as a “probable anti-fascist and defeatist,” is enlisted to find out what is happening
on a wealthy coffee plantation in Chiapas. The land belongs to the Braun family (Eva, the
Fihrer's companion, apparently visits from time to time). Every move is risky. On the one
hand, the German owners are pushing for a coup by the Mexican far-right Synarchist
movement; on the other, the government is keeping a close eye on developments. Furio is
approached by Amalia, beautiful, mysterious, ruthless, who has suffered and witnessed abuse
and violence on the coffee plantation.

The torch of justice is lit. Love and struggle mark the passage of time in a world that has
meanwhile plunged into the vortex of war.

Pino Cacucci floods his writing with events and makes the war epic a segment of
history in which one learns to read the logic of facts and right wrongs.

Pino Cacucci, (1955) Born in Alessandria he grew up in Chiavari, near Genua, and moved to Bologna
in 1975 to study at the faculty of the performing arts. In the early 1980s he spent long periods of time
in Paris and Barcelona, and then in Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years. He
is a translator and was awarded several prizes, including that for the best translation from the
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Cervantes Institute in Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in Mexico City. He published
Outland rock (Traseuropa, 1988, winner of the MystFest prize; Feltrinelli, 2007), Puerto Escondido
(Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which Gabriele Salvatores
based the homonymous film, Tina (Tina Modotti’s biography), upon which a Mexican producer is
developing a tv series, San Isidro Futbol , upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva San
Isidro, starring Diego Abatantuono, (Interno Giallo, 1991; Feltrinelli, 2005), La polvere del Messico
(“Mexico’s dust”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 1996, 2004), Punti di fuga (“Vanishing points”,
Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 2000), Forfora ("Dandruff’, Granata Press, 1993), later on expanded into
Forfora e altre sventure (“Dandruff and other misfortunes”, Feltrinelli, 1997), In ogni caso nessun
rimorso (“In any event no remorse”, Longanesi, 1994; Feltrinelli, 2001), La giustizia siamo noi ("We are
justice”, with Otto Gabos; Rizzoli, 2010). With Feltrinelli he also published: Camminando. Incontri di
un viandante (“On the road. Encounters of a wayfarer”, 1996, Terra- City of Palermo Prize), Demasiado
Corazon (1999, Giorgio Scerbanenco Noir Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), Ribelli! (“Rebels!”, 2001,
Special Prize of the jury at Fiesole Narrativa), Gracias México (2001), Mastruzzi indaga ("Mastruzzi
investigates”, 2002), Oltretorrente (“Beyond the stream”, 2003, finalist at the Paolo Volponi National
Literary Prize), Nahui (2005), Un po’ per amore, un po’ per rabbia (A bit for love, a bit for rage”, 2008,
that came out in Universale economica edition in two volumes titled Vagabondaggi, "Wanderings”,
2012, and La memoria non m’inganna, "Memory does not trick me”, 2013), Le balene lo sanno. Viaggio
nella California messicana (“Whales know. Journey through Mexican California”, 2009, Emilio Salgari
Prize 2010), ;Viva la vida! (2010; "Audiobooks EmonsFeltrinelli", 2011), Nessuno puo portarti un fiore
("No one can bring you flowers”, 2012, Chiara Prize), Mahahual (2014), Quelli del San Patricio (“San
Patricio’s battalion”, 2015), Mujeres (2018; with Stefano Delli Veneri in the series Feltrinelli Comics).
He translated more than one hundreds of Spanish and Latin American novels into Italian, among
whom Claudia Pifieiro, Enrique Vila-Matas, Ricardo Piglia, David Trueba, Gabriel Truyjillo Mufioz,
Manuel Rivas, Carmen Boullosa, Maruja Torres, Carlos Franz, Manuel Vicent. Some of his novels are
translated into 7 languages and one is about to go into production for international TV series. With
Mondadori has published The Elban errant. Life, deeds and loves of a soldier of fortune and of his young
friend Miguel de Cervantes (Mondadori 2022), winner of Alessandro Manzoni Award 2022 for
Historical novel, Dieguito and the northern centaur (Mondadori, 2024), a novel that recount the
revolutionary deeds of Pancho Villa.

www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com



Walkabout Literary Agency Historical Fiction

: _ Author: PINO CACUCCI
PIng e Title: THE ELBAN ERRANT - LIFE, DEEDS AND

ET——— LOVES OF A SOLDIER OF FORTUNE AND OF HIS
PSR " YOUNG FRIEND MIGUEL DE CERVANTES
‘ St (L’ELBANO ERRANTE - VITA, IMPRESE E AMORI DI
UN SOLDATO DI VENTURA E DEL SUO GIOVANE
AMICO MIGUEL DE CERVANTES)

. First Publisher: Mondadori
Publication date: 31°* May, 2022
Pages: 936

Rights: Worldwide

WINNER OF THE MANZONI AWARD 2022
FINALIST AT ACQUI HISTORY AWARD 2022
FINALIST AT MASTERCARD LITERATURE

“ AWARD 2022
i, FINALIST AT CAPRAIA AWARD 2023

FIRST REPRINT AFTER 4 MONTHS, MORE THAN 15.000 COPIES SOLD

PINO CACUCCI SETS IN MOTION A GIANT NARRATIVE MACHINE GRINDING
ADVENTURES, HISTORY, POETRY, SHIPS, ARMS, COMMANDERS, CONCUBINES,
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, BATTLES, MASSACRES AND SENTIMENTS.

AN ADVENTURE ABOUT REPRESSION AND INJUSTICE, "THE OTHER SIDE OF THE
RENAISSANCE”.

"Cacucci is a craftsman, a builder of plots, atmospheres and characters."”
Federico Fellini

IS AVAILABLE AN EXTENDED INFO SHEET

“The simple soldier of the Tercios Viejos de Napoles Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra was sitting
on the barrack cot, sipping red wine with the Sargento Mayor who was in charge of his company
of infantrymen; the other was standing, his back leaning on the wall next to the large window
overlooking the alleys that rose steeply up to Castel Sant’Elmo.

The familiarity that had been established between them, after a series of vicissitudes, was
encouraged by the good red wine...

«Why do they call you Elban?»

«I come from an island off the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, Elba. Tormented by the Turks, who
burned my mother alive and kidnapped my sister, at the time hardly more than a child... And I
will find her.»

The Spanish man took another sip, with a pensive expression.

«You will find her... and do you know where she is now?»

«Yes.»

Miguel understood that that issue had to be left to settle, and later on, perhaps... He preferred
to satisfy other curiosities.
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«How long have you been fighting?»

«Since I was fifteen years old.»

Miguel raised his eyebrows, thinking that this forty-something veteran had to have been to hell
and back; besides, his face, that looked like it had been carved in stone and marked by all kinds
of scars, was an adventurous tale in itself that piqued his desire to know more.

«Without ceasing?» asked Miguel.

«Without respite.»

«Aren’t you tired of all the blood?»

Lucero nodded slowly.

«Yes. But only Sister Death will give me peace.»

«Why do you call it that? Are you devoted to Saint Francis? I thought you were to Archangel
Michael.»

«I'm devoted only to this» he answered patting the hilt of his sword in the sheath.

«Well, after all, the sword is a cross, in every way...»”

Elba Island, spring of 1544. The Turkish corsairs, led by Khayr al-Din known as Barbarossa,
admiral of the fleet of Suleiman the Magnificent, disembark at night on a beach nearby
Longone - today Porto Azzurro - starting the invasion of the island.

Sixteen-year-old Lucero and his sister Angiolina, one year younger, are preparing for squid
fishing: the night is favorable, but in truth the Red Moon is shining, an ill omen. Sure enough,
the Turkish corsairs arrive, wounding Lucero and kidnapping Angiolina.

Lucero becomes an "unbeatable dueler” and a soldier of fortune, driven by an overwhelming
feeling of revenge, and Angelina enters the Lord of Algiers’ nuptial bed: she changes her name
to Aisha, she gives a son to the sovereign of the corsair city-state, becoming the Favorite.
Lucero ("the Elban errant”) goes on to slaughter Turks while Angiolina-Aisha ("the Christian
whore”) is the right hand woman of the Pasha.

Lucero falls into disgrace - for a murder committed as an assassin - with the Duke of Tuscany,
he joins the Tercios of Naples and sets sail on a galleon en route for Veracruz, in the Nueva
Espafa (that is Mexico), land of the brutal Conquistadores. Then he comes back to Europe
and finds himself fighting at Lepanto, the "Battle of the battles”. And that’s where he meets,
hardly more than twenty years old, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, who fled Spain after
killing (or perhaps only seriously wounding) a man in a duel (who had ridiculed his poems...).
Lucero found out from the Trinitarian friars (who in Algiers negotiate the liberation of
Christian slaves) that Angiolina is there, and she is alive. All that’s left to do is exact his
revenge and take his sister and nephew Jalal with him.

Pino Cacucci sets in motion a giant narrative machine grinding adventures, history, poetry,
ships, arms, commanders, concubines, religious beliefs, battles, massacres and sentiments.
Through Lucero we follow Cervantes from Lepanto to the writing of Don Quixote. With
Angiolina/Aisha we are on the stage of Algiers, the corsair city-state par excellence. Everything
becomes - synthesis of the spirit of the novel - adventure. But an adventure about repression
and injustice, the other side of the Renaissance.

At the end of the novel, an "epilogue” narrates the life of Cervantes from the liberation
in Algiers - which occurred on October 24th, 1580 - until Don Quixote, through
frustrations and disappointments, every kind of difficulty (among which a period in
prison) and a wretched life in various professions...
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Pino Cacucci, (1955) Born in Alessandria he grew up in
Chiavari, near Genua, and moved to Bologna in 1975 to study
at the faculty of the performing arts. In the early 1980s he
spent long periods of time in Paris and Barcelona, and then in
Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years.
He is a translator and was awarded several prizes, including
that for the best translation from the Cervantes Institute in
Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in Mexico
City. He published Outland rock (Traseuropa, 1988, winner of
the  MystFest prize;  Feltrinelli 2007), Puerto
Escondido (Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and
finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which Gabriele Salvatores based the homonymous film,
Tina (Tina Modotti’s biography), upon which a Mexican producer is developing a tv
series, San Isidro Futbol , upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva San
Isidro, starring Diego Abatantuono, (Interno Giallo, 1991; Feltrinelli, 2005), La polvere del
Messico (“Mexico’s dust”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 1996, 2004), Punti di fuga (“Vanishing
points”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 2000), Forfora ("Dandruff’, Granata Press, 1993), later on
expanded into Forfora e altre sventure (“Dandruff and other misfortunes”, Feltrinelli, 1997), In
ogni caso nessun rimorso (“In any event no remorse”, Longanesi, 1994; Feltrinelli, 2001), La
giustizia siamo noi ("We are justice”, with Otto Gabos; Rizzoli, 2010). With Feltrinelli he also
published: Camminando. Incontri di un viandante (“On the road. Encounters of a wayfarer”,
1996, Terra- City of Palermo Prize), Demasiado Corazon (1999, Giorgio Scerbanenco Noir
Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), Ribelli! (“Rebels!”, 2001, Special Prize of the jury at Fiesole
Narrativa), Gracias Meéxico (2001), Mastruzzi indaga ("Mastruzzi investigates”, 2002),
Oltretorrente (“Beyond the stream”, 2003, finalist at the Paolo Volponi National Literary
Prize), Nahui (2005), Un po’ per amore, un po’ per rabbia ("A bit for love, a bit for rage”, 2008,
that came out in Universale economica edition in two volumes titled Vagabondaggi,
"Wanderings”, 2012, and La memoria non m’inganna, "Memory does not trick me”, 2013), Le
balene lo sanno. Viaggio nella California messicana (“Whales know. Journey through Mexican
California”, 2009, Emilio Salgari Prize 2010), ;Viva la vida! (2010; "Audiobooks Emons-
Feltrinelli", 2011), Nessuno puo portarti un fiore ("No one can bring you flowers”, 2012, Chiara
Prize), Mahahual (2014), Quelli del San Patricio (“San Patricio’s battalion”, 2015),
Mujeres (2018; with Stefano Delli Veneri in the series Feltrinelli Comics). He translated
more than one hundreds of Spanish and Latin American novels into Italian, among whom
Claudia Pifieiro, Enrique Vila-Matas, Ricardo Piglia, David Trueba, Gabriel Trujillo Mufoz,
Manuel Rivas, Carmen Boullosa, Maruja Torres, Carlos Franz, Manuel Vicent. Some of his
novels are translated into 7 languages and one of his novel is about to go into
production for international TV series. With Mondadori has published The Elban errant.
Life, deeds and loves of a soldier of fortune and of his young friend Miguel de Cervantes
(Mondadori 2022), winner of Alessandro Manzoni Award 2022 for Historical novel, Dieguito
and the northern centaur (Mondadori, 2024), a novel that recount the revolutionary deeds of
Pancho Villa, and in 2026 the spy story sets in Mexico during the II World War, Right the
Wrongs.
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Author: PINO CACUCCI

Title: SAN PATRICIO'S BATTALION
(QUELLI DEL SAN PATRICIO)

Pages: 280

First Publisher: Feltrinelli

Publication: 2015

Rights sold to: Grijalbo, Random House México (Spanish world,
except Spain), Spain (Hoja de Lata)

Film Rights sold!

His previous books have been translated in: USA (St. Martin's Press), UK (Haus, Read and Noir
Books), France (Christian Bourgois Editeur, Editions Gallimard, Editions Belfond, Payot &
Rivage), Swizerland (Diogenes), Germany (Kriiger, White Star Verlag), Spain (Roca Editorial,
Hoja de lata), Mexico (Grijalbo), Greece (Agra), Portugal (Ambar), Denmark (Klim).

SAN PATRICIO’S BATTALION IS ABOUT THE FAILED BATTLE OF JOHN RILEY, AN IRISH EMIGRANT
WHO LEFT THE AMERICAN ARMY FOR THE MEXICAN SIDE, IN SEARCH OF JUSTICE AND PEACE.
IT’'S ABOUT THE MADNESS OF WAR - A BOOK THAT RESURRECTS, ALONG WITH A LITTLE -
KNOWN EPISODE IN AMERICAN HISTORY, THE TRUTH (OR AT LEAST PART OF THE TRUTH) THAT
WE OTHERWISE DARE NOT TO KNOW
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Escondldo (Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which

Gabriele Salvatores based the homonymous film, Tina (Tina Modotti’s biography), upon
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