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Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
Title: THE WELL OF THE DOLLS 
(IL POZZO DELLE BAMBOLE) 
 
First Publisher: Sellerio Editore  

Publication date: 7th March 2023 

Pages: 406 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

 

THE LATEST NOVEL BY THE AUTHOR OF ALFONSINA E LA 
STRADA, A GREAT SUCCESS WITH THE PUBLIC AND 
CRITICS. 

 
ITALY BETWEEN 1946 AND 1968, THROUGH NINA'S EYES, FROM HER CHILDHOOD 

IN THE ORPHANAGE TO THE HISTORIC OCCUPATION OF THE LANCIANO 
TOBACCO FACTORY, WHEN THE TRANSFORMATION OF AN ENTIRE COUNTRY 

SEEMED POSSIBLE. 
 

THROUGH THE GAZE OF A MEMORABLE CHARACTER, SIMONA BALDELLI 
RECOUNTS THE ITALY THAT RAN FROM THE RUINS OF THE WAR INTO THE 1960S 
CHASING THE DREAM OF REDEMPTION. 
 

 

A POIGNANT NOVEL ABOUT SOLIDARITY, A SENSE OF BELONGING AND THE 
STRUGGLE FOR A COMMON PURPOSE 

 
«Simona Baldelli’s style reaches the essence of what cannot be seen, capturing 
thoughts, desires and frustrations of the characters […], opening up to visions and 
fantasies». Cinzia Lucchelli, IL VENERDÌ DI REPUBBLICA 

Nina is abandoned in the foundling wheel of an orphanage in the immediate post-war period. 
Life is hard, there is a very fine line between discipline and oppression, and corporal and 
psychological punishments are an integral part of the education system. When Nina turns six, 
along comes Lucia, who is her age and doesn’t have the thick skin it takes to survive the 
senseless cruelty of the nuns. Nina feels compelled to defend her. Together with friendship, 
she discovers the difference between what is fair and what is unfair, and her sense of exclusion 
intensifies. Beyond the walls of the institute there is a world to which they don’t have access, 
and where sensational events take place - the birth of television, the assassination of preachers 
and presidents, dams that collapse and drag thousands of bodies downstream, the death of 
the good pope. When at eighteen Nina leaves the orphanage, an unexplored continent lies 
before her. Her life seems to start all over again: she is hired as a worker at the Manifattura, 
the great tobacco factory in Lanciano. Here she meets new friends, with them she participates 
in demonstrations and strikes and in the historical occupation of the Manifattura and the 
whole city of Lanciano, in May of 1968, that lasted forty days. The girls’ personal and 
sentimental vicissitudes intermingle with public ones; around them, Italy is changing, it 
seems as if it is leaving behind the darkness of the past, it’s discovering consumption and 
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advertising, fashion and the first economy cars, while transistor radios tell a tale of 
transformation in lifestyle to the rhythm of songs. The soundtrack of what could have been 
and never was.   

Quotes about Alfonsina and the road: 
 

Alfonsina Strada’s story is a story of sport and determination, of the fight against prejudices, 
for equality and respect, for the right to do what makes us happy. A story of disobedience 
learned on two wheels. Read more now than ever ”. Tuttolibri, La Stampa 
 
“The corridora (the runner in an Italian feminine declination) described with humanity by 
Simona Baldelli in the magnificent novel Alfonsina e la strada, speaks to us about 
contemporaneity:“ I am boundless ”. Like all women, like all mothers. " Il Sole 24 ore 
 

 
Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Her first novel, Evelina e le Fate 
(“Evelina and the Fairies”, 2013) was shortlisted at the Italo Calvino Prize and won the John 
Fante Literary Prize in 2013. She has published Il Tempo Bambino (“Child Time”, Giunti 2014), 
La Vita a Rovescio (“Life Inside Out”, Giunti 2016), L’Ultimo Spartito di Rossini (“Rossini’s Last 
Musical Score”, Piemme 2018). With Sellerio Editore she has published Vicolo 
dell’Immaginario (“The Alley of Imagination”, 2019), Fiaba di Natale. Il sorprendente viaggio 
dell’Uomo dell’aria (“Christmas Fairy Tale. The surprising journey of the Man of the air”, 2020) 
and Alfonsina e la strada (“Alfonsina and the road”, 2021). 
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Author: GIULIA BALDELLI 
Title: THE REMAINS OF THE SUMMER  

(L’ESTATE CHE RESTA) 
 

Pages 400 
First Publisher: Guanda 
Publication date: 20th January, 2022 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold: Dumont Buchverlag (Germany), Editorial Dos 
Bigotes (Spain), Melhoramentos (Brazil). 
 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

FINALIST AT EDOARDO KILGHREN AWARD FOR DEBUT NOVEL 2023 
FINALIST AT MASSAROSA AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT LETTERARIA AWARD 2022 

FINALIST AT DOLORES PRADO AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT SANT’ILPIDIO A MARE AWARD 2022 

 
 

A SURPRISING DEBUT THAT BRINGS US INSIDE 
OF A LOVE STORY THAT GOES BEYOND GENRE STEREOTYPES 

 
THREE INTENSE CHARACTERS, FROM CHILDHOOD TO ADULT AGE: A 
FRIENDSHIP BORN IMMEDIATELY, BEAUTIFUL AS A BATH IN THE RIVER IN 
SUMMER, THAT TURNS INTO SOMETHING OVER THE YEARS MORE DEEP AND 
TOTALIZING. 
 
A STORY THAT CELEBRATES LOVE IN ITS MOST TOUGH FORM, THE ONE WHO 
DOESN'T CARE ABOUT GENRES, SUPPORTS ABANDONMENTS AND IN THE END, 
WHEN BURNS, LEAVES A SPECIAL ASH FROM WHICH LOVE CANNOT BE REBORN. 
 

“A story of clear writing, with continuous implications of waiting with its differentiated 
rhythms, thanks also to a rich world that revolves around the three protagonists, with many 

characters none of which superfluous and indeed well delineated even 
psychologically”. Ermanno Paccagnini, La Lettura Corriere della Sera 

“As in a long sequence shot, this debut sneaks under the skin and makes us reflect on what 
has been, on what remains and on what, in order to survive, we had to let go. " Marta 

Cervino, Marie Claire 

"The thousand ways in which love dresses up, narrated in a story that does not care about 
genders and tolerates abandonment". Io Donna 

“A stylistically mature novel, which tells a reckless and moving love story with many 
implications”. Giornale di Brescia, Francesco Mannoni 
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«I think that if one day love betrayed me, I would cut my hair» she whispers. Yet another 
oddity, hair and betrayal. I stand by, her back skin is stretched by the cold.  She says nothing 
more, then I ‘ll come out. «Not me» I tell her in a challenging tone.  
For a few minutes she hides behind the towel, then she suddenly sits down. She has the marks 
of stones on her face and a sadness never seen before. She caresses my hand, stares at it for a 
long time without changing her expression.   
«It’s not my reassurance you want» I say. 
«You’re wrong» she answers with a clear voice.  
«I don’t think so» I stutter and I am ready to raise the flag of war. Ready to despair without 
restraint and to hang on to the fence so she doesn’t run away. Because insecurity is the worst 
enemy. It doesn’t need to move forward. It waits patiently, widens in the voids, feeds on doubt, 
manipulates the memory and encumbers every present moment to confuse the future. And in 
fact today, I am certain that I am thinking about Mattia, not her at that moment. It’s me 
sitting by his side in front of the clear waters, with the shortness of the breath and the absolute 
certainty that Cristi has resumed contacts with him and I cloud her voice.  I refuse to listen to 
her, to understand betrayal on our future.  

Summer, early nineties. In a small town, Giulia, a particular intelligent child, daughter of 
a caring father and a rigid mother but always present, is forced to take care of Cristi, the 
Bolognese niece of Ida, an old friend of Giulia’s mother, who lives in the oldest and poorest 
part of the town.  After a first child’s hesitation, who is younger, silent and much more 
beautiful than her friends in the town, Giulia becomes curious about Cristi’s life.  She 
discovers that she is the daughter of Lilli, a young mother, and of a father who abandoned 
her soon after birth, but above all, she discovers that she is endowed with an extraordinary 
sensitivity. This pushes Giulia to bond deeply to the child, that despite the fact she speaks 
very little, she is able to understand her more than anyone else.  At the end of August just 
when Giulia realizes that her friend’s silences are due because of her inability to read and 
write, Lilli takes her daughter back to Bologna to leave her in the village again with her 
grandmother for the following summer. Giulia realizes that the feeling she feels for Cristi is 
much more than a friendship. However, Mattia, a child from Genoa, who spends his 
summers in the town and that immediately makes a breach in Cristi’s heart, even teaches 
her how to write. Giulia assists, in spite of herself and with great jealousy the beginning of 
their love which summer after summer, forces her to play an increasingly marginal role.  At 
the end of the fourth summer, events separate the three.  Cristi’s mother gets married with 
Fausto, a rich manager from the North of Italy and Cristi no longer gives news of herself. 
Mattia no longer returns to the town and he will follow his mother abroad after a few years.  
Even Giulia’s life changes. Her father in fact, after a dismissal gets sick of a strong 
depression. This undermines the serenity and the family economic situation leads to the sale 
of the beloved family home.  Giulia and Cristi meet again in Bologna after ten years:  Giulia, 
brilliant law student is only obsessed by the desire to recover the childhood home. Cristi, 
first-year student of history, maintained by Lilli’s husband, is unable to study and 
completely alone. Giulia discovers herself to be still deeply in love with Cristi, who is 
confirmed to be the only person able to understand her, she welcomes her in the apartment 
and they establish a loving relationship. Also this time however, Mattia reappears and 
together with Cristi adheres to movements against globalization, while Giulia, now a career 
lawyer is forced to step aside again, spectator of a visceral love story between them. However 
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events make sure that she does not detach from them, as Mattia is imprisoned because he 
was guilty of an arson attack on a bank of Bologna.  Giulia, at the request of Cristi’s parents, 
agrees to defend him while Cristi, destabilized by the arrest, confesses to be pregnant and 
begs her not to reveal the pregnancy to Mattia. Some years will follow in which Cristi’s 
traces are lost and Giulia is committed to defending Mattia at best, and building her 
reputation as a brilliant young lawyer, while Mattia studies in prison, determined to rebuild 
his life. It’s just a truce. Because the three end up meeting again after almost seven years, 
spending summers in the town. Giulia tells her story, now in her sixties and with a 
short future ahead. She tells us with intense and intriguing prose, often moving but 
always dry and clear, about love in its most tenacious form, the one that doesn’t care 
about genders, endures abandonment, betrays because betrayed and in the end, 
when it burns, it leaves a special ash from which love can only be reborn.   

 
Giulia Baldelli was born in Fano on the Adriatic Sea in 
1979. She moved to Bologna in 1998 where she graduated 
in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technologies. She 
works as an employee but has always cultivated a passion 
for reading and writing. She lives with her husband and 
her three children. L’Estate che Resta is her debut novel.  
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Author: DEVIS BELLUCCI 

Title: WHY DOES A FORK HAVE NO FLAVOR? AND 
OTHER CURIOUS QUESTIONS TO UNDERSTAND 
SCIENCE WITHOUT LEAVING HOME 

           (PERCHÉ LA FORCHETTA NON SA DI NIENTE? E 
ALTRE DOMANDE CURIOSE PER CAPIRE LA SCIENZA 
SENZA USCIRE DI CASA) 
 
Pages:  260 
First Publisher: Rizzoli  
Publication date: 20th September 2022 
 
Rights sold: Editura Bookzone (Romania) 
Arabic rights: Offer pending 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 
Our city and our home are concentrate of advanced materials and technologies, things 
that happen and behind which - I assure you - some 
amazing "why". Here, in this book, I will try to give you some answers without 
frightening you with scientific laws and equations. I will try to explain to you, 
basically, what happens when things happen. Devis Bellucci 
 

A JOURNEY IN SCIENCE STARTING FROM THE MOST COMMON OBJECTS. A 
BRILLIANT EDUCATIONAL BOOK  

 
Have you ever wondered why glass is transparent and the wall no? And why the soap bubbles 
are they spherical and not pyramidal? Or, again, how a trivial one works drinking straw? Or 
how the slime is made and how many. How often can a sheet of paper be folded? The world 
around you, starting with objects and materials you are dealing with every day, even the most 
banal, hides stories and secrets just waiting to be revealed. Devis Bellucci guides you like an 
explorer on a journey inside the house, room per room, answering the most absurd doubts 
without using formulas or big words, but with simple explanations and easy examples that 
you will allow to understand, "in practice", why things are as they are. And they'll make you 
appreciate being a curious person as well full of desire to discover. 
Because the questions “are everywhere, scattered like confetti after a carnival banquet. 
Recognize them, before science, leads to amazement, and this makes our world a really 
interesting place ". 
Our home is full of materials, substances and advanced technologies, and behind them there 
are incredibly interesting stories. Crystals sparkling as soon as we crush them, plastics derived 
from corn, foams with a long memory, that are able to remember their shape. Every day, amid 
the endless objects surrounding us, we unknowingly turn the pages of an encyclopedia of 
physics and chemistry. For children and young adults, their home is a special place for 
discovery, it’s their micro-world (perhaps a bit too much, lately!). In Why does a fork have no 
flavor? Devis Bellucci, Materials Science teacher and researcher, tells the stories and the whys 
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of many everyday objects. Exploring a hypothetical house, from the kitchen to the living room, 
from the bathroom to the bedroom to the garage, the readers will find out, in a simple and 
captivating way, why glass is transparent and walls aren’t, why cutlery has no flavor, if a plate 
of ragù pasta has more energy than a teaspoon of gasoline… And much, much more. A 
journey in science starting from our daily routine and the questions we’ve all 
wondered about, taking full advantage of a precious resource we all have at our 
disposal: curiosity. 
 
Devis Bellucci (1977) is a researcher in Materials Science and Technology at the University 
of Modena and Reggio Emilia. Writer, journalist and blogger, former school teacher, he 
collaborated with various newspapers and magazines, such as «Vanity Fair». He published 
Guida ai luoghi geniali. Le mete più curiose in Italia tra scienza, tecnologia e natura per piccoli 
e grandi esploratori (”Guide to brilliant places. The most interesting destinations in Italy for 
science, technology and nature for young and adult explorers”, Ediciclo, 2019), and, recently, 
the essay Materiali per la vita (“Materials for life”, Bollati Boringhieri, 2022). 
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Author: ANTONIO BOGGIO 
Title: MURDER IN CARLOFORTE.  

(OMICIDIO A CARLOFORTE) 
 
Publisher: Piemme edizioni 
Publication date: 5th July 2022 
Pages: 260 

 
Rights: Worldwide  
 

THREE REPRINTS IN FOUR MONTHS! 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 
"From Sardinia, an original voice of Italian 
crime". Francesco Abate 
 
CARLOFORTE, ISLAND OF SAN PIETRO - THE FINDING 

OF FATHER MORESCO’S CORPSE, GETS START AN INVESTIGATION THAT IS MORE 
COMPLICATED THAN EXPECTED. THE POLICE COMMISSIONER ALVISE TERRANOVA, 
LATELY TRANSFERRED TO THE ISLAND, WILL HAVE TO DEAL WITH POLITICAL 
PLOTS, ATTEMPTS TO SABOTAGE AND MISDIRECTION, TO FIND AOUT A SECRET SO 
LONG KEPT HIDDEN, A SECRET THAT FATHER MORESCO HAS PAID WITH HIS LIFE. 
ALL IN THE SHADE OF A REBORN LOVE OF YOUTH. 
 
Police commissioner Alvise Terranova has three passions: good wine, Tom Waits and writing 
poetry. He has been in Carloforte for a few weeks but he is not a foreigner, until the age of 
fourteen he lived on the island.  
 
On the threshold of the celebration of the Madonna dello Schiavo, one of the main festivals in 
the town, a report by the local broadcaster Tele Radio Maristella shows the damage caused by 
bad weather and an inscription appeared on the church wall: faith is in danger. 
The next morning, the perpetual Ines and the widow Opisso find the lifeless body of Father 
Moresco, priest of Carloforte for many years. The coroner declares that death is accidental, due 
to a fall from the stairs. 
 
From a first inspection, Alvise find out that a group of discontented faithful, led by Teresa 
Contini, mistress of the mayor of Carloforte, had started a petition to request the transfer of 
Father Moresco. The discontent of the small community is fueled by Moresco's proximity to 
Maddalena Tiragallo. Maddalena is Alvise's former schoolmate, whose loss of sight forced her 
into prostitution to keep her elderly father at the retirement home. 
 
Alvise find out that Moresco and Maddalena had an argument in the evening of Moresco's 
death; a testimony reported seeing her return to church a few hours later. The same testimony 
reveals that he also saw Angelo Traverso, Maddalena's boyfriend. 
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Although the commissioner agrees with the medical opinion on the causes of death, Alvise 
believes that behind this death there is a murder. Assisted by his closest collaborator, 
Inspector Rivano, they start the investigation.  
 
Among the priest's personal effects they find some scratch cards, a key and a roll of 
banknotes. Alvise is convinced that the key, which does not open any of the doors of the 
rectory, is the decisive element of the investigation. But that same evening Alvise receives an 
anonymous letter: the priest was killed by Cavassa and all the plans are turned upside down, 
almost like in the game of Chinese boxes, from each testimony are born new suspects and 
new threads of investigation. 

While the investigation continues, Alvise meets another former classmate, Elisabetta, who 
despite his defenses, manages to shake his melancholy and introverted nature. Between them 
born a sentimental bond, even though their encounters are continually interrupted by the 
needs of the investigation, which turns out to be much more complex than expected.  

Between political plots and local clientelism, intrigues of a different nature, attempted 
sabotage and misdirection, Alvise will be able to find out the secret so long kept hidden, 
which cost the life of Father Moresco, and finally, perhaps, will allow himself a space of the 
heart. 

Antonio Boggio's debut novel surprises for its fluid language, colored by dialectal 
expressions. The complex plot unfolds quickly between original characters and a 
setting full of charm. 
 
Antonio Boggio, born in 1982, grew up in Carloforte, on the island of San Pietro, a small 
island in the southwest of Sardinia. He currently lives and works in Cagliari. Some of his 
stories have appeared in anthologies: Paranoie (Cenacolo di Ares, 2014). Each place has its 
own voice (Palabanda editions, 2019). Together with other authors he participated in the 
drafting of the Repertoire of the mad of the city of Cagliari (Marcos y Marcos, 2016) edited by 
Paolo Nori. Murder in Carloforte is his debut novel, the first crime novel of the series with 
Police Commissioner Alvise Terranova. The Silver Bay murders (Gli omicidi della Baia 
d'Argento) is the second investigation of Alvise Terranova, planned for Spring 2023 
(Piemme edizioni). The Author is working now on the third novel of the series. 
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Author: ANNA BONACINA 
Title: THE SUMMER WHEN STRAWBERRIES BLOOMED 
(L’ESTATE IN CUI FIORIRONO LE FRAGOLE) 
 
First publisher: Sperling & Kupfer, 2023 
Publication date: April 2023 
Pages: 250 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

WHAT IF LIFE DANGEROUSLY RESEMBLES A CHILLING 
STROKE OF LIGHTNING? 

PRISCILLA, A ROMANCE NOVELIST IN A CRISIS OF 
INSPIRATION, TAKES REFUGE IN TIGLIOBIANCO, A SMALL 

TOWN OF 40 SOULS, TO PUT AN END TO ROMANCE AND ITS 
PROTAGONIST. SOON, HOWEVER, SHE DISCOVERS TO HER 

HORROR THAT SHE IS THE VICTIM OF A POWERFUL 
LIGHTNING STRIKE AND FINDS HERSELF IMMERSED IN A 

REAL ROMANCE NOVEL CLICHÉ. 
 

A ROMANTIC COMEDY, IRONIC AND INTELLIGENT 
 

A humorous and ironic novel, somewhere between fairy tale and comedy. With The Summer When 
the Strawberries Bloomed, the author succeeds in bringing to life with a light and ironic touch a 

human community, full of original and quirky characters. 

 
It seemed like an ordinary summer in Tigliobianco, a small town with exactly forty-six inhabitants. The old 
ladies pry into everyone's business, the children run wild, the book club ladies annoy the librarian... But here 
comes Villa Edera, the inexplicably Victorian mansion at the end of the village, to be rented for a few weeks by 
Priscilla Greenwood, a hugely successful writer of romance novels in a crisis of inspiration and on the hunt for 
tranquility and anonymity: she doesn't know how to get rid of Calliope of Topaz, her honeyed and ardent 
protagonist. 
In Tigliobianco, however, things do not go as Priscilla expects: warring old ladies, missing cats, little girls who 
dream of becoming detectives, a mythological recipe book that contains the secret of the world's best cake - La 
Suprema - lost for years, stolen letters, etc. etc. until the Strawberry Race, which takes place every year on the 
first Sunday in July and in which the whole village challenges each other to strawberry cakes. Not to mention 
Cesare Burello, a plastic surgeon on vacation in his hometown....  
Here Priscilla discovers herself in horror to be the victim of a chilling lightning strike, plunged into the middle 
of a real romance novel cliché. What to do? Run for the hills or give a chance to Caesar who, moreover, looks 
like a carbon copy of Roger MacMillan, the protagonist of the Harmony she wrote? Amid late-night picnics, 
plots, escapes, and an exquisitely literary treasure hunt, Priscilla will finally come to terms with the question 
that has always haunted her: can real life really not be like a novel? And, meanwhile, what happened to the 
legendary recipe for Supreme, the world's best cake, which disappeared into thin air 30 years earlier and whose 
fate seems to be tied to Caesar's? 
 

Anna Bonacina is a bookseller and she lives in Udine. She writes articles on children's literature for the 
magazine "Il Pepeverde" and novellas for the magazine "Intimacy." The summer when strawberries bloomed is 
her debut novel. 
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Author: PAOLO BONOLIS 
Title: LATE NIGHT 

(NOTTE FONDA) 
 

Pages: 179 
First Publisher: Rizzoli 
Publication date: 4th October 2022 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

P      PRINT RUN 30.000 COPIES 
FIRST      REPRINT AFTER TWO WEEKS! 

 

AFTER HIS BESTSELLER “PERCHE’ 
PARLAVO DA SOLO” (3 REPRINTS AND MORE 
THAN 50.000 COPIES SOLD) PAOLO BONOLIS, 

WELL KNOWN FOR HIS EXTRAORDINARY 
LINGUISTIC VERVE, WANTED TO TACKLE 

FICTION WRITING. 
 
 

"Bonolis stages, as in a chamber drama, a direct confrontation with his own conscience 
to offer us an intimate and collective reflection, lucid and provocative, on the issues 
that question humanity yesterday and today, from the illusions of religion to the 
mystifications of power, to touching the raw nerves of a hyper-technological society 
that has delegated to artificial intelligence the control of our children, exposing them 
to the risks of a present without memory and a future without freedom." 

 
‹‹He shifts his gaze to his wife's grey eyes. Around them, the flat bathed in silence. And around them, the city, 
noisy, electric, coming through the window. From outside, from the darkness of the night, theirs is one of many, 
hundreds, thousands of illuminated windows.›› 

A man and a woman, husband and wife, leave an 'aperitif' and walk home. It has been a long 
time since they have walked together, and the opportunity is there to have a freewheeling 
conversation. She hurts her shoes, but he finds them seductive. From the smallest things one 
is quick to move on to the highest systems in the verbal ping pong. Does the Dome (San Peter), 
i.e. the Church, oppress us or enchant us? The Almighty: who is he or what is he? When they 
get home, the close dialogue does not stop and it is enough to glance into the son's room, 
currently on a school trip, to see concerns arise, between a poster of Sferaebbasta and a pair of 
astronomically priced trainers: why does he want to leave the Catholic school? Why is he always 
alone?  

From there, husband and wife turn back on themselves and each other's jealousies: who is 
Mizuko and who is Rocco, the lifeguard she dug up on Facebook?
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The exchange of jokes leaves one breathless and meanwhile the two eat, drink, make love. And 
they resume talking about everything, about the ravages of technology and gorging on sushi. All 
night long. Until morning. 
 

Paolo Bonolis (Rome 1961). He has been one of 
the most popular entertainment stars in Italy over 
the last thirty years. He hosted the successful TV 
show for kids Bim Bum Bam (from 1982 to 1990), 
and then worked for Fininvest and for Rai hosting 
TV shows such as Non è la Rai (“This is not Rai TV”), 
I cervelloni (“Brainiacs”) and Beato tra le donne (“Blessed 
Art Thou Among Women”). He 
was instrumental in creating Ciao Darwin (“Hello 
Darwin”) and Chi ha incastrato Peter Pan? (“Who 
Framed Peter Pan?”), he hosted Striscia la notizia 
(alongside Luca Laurenti), two editions of the 
Sanremo Festival and the talk-show Il senso della vita 
(“The Meaning of Life”). Rizzoli has published his 
bestseller Perché parlavo da solo in 2019. 
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Author: PINO CACUCCI 
Title: THE ELBAN ERRANT - LIFE, DEEDS AND 
LOVES OF A SOLDIER OF FORTUNE AND OF HIS 
YOUNG FRIEND MIGUEL DE CERVANTES 
(L’ELBANO ERRANTE - VITA, IMPRESE E AMORI DI 
UN SOLDATO DI VENTURA E DEL SUO GIOVANE 
AMICO MIGUEL DE CERVANTES) 
 
First Publisher: Mondadori   
Publication date: 31st May, 2022 
Pages: 936 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

WINNER OF THE MANZONI AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT ACQUI HISTORY AWARD 2022 

FINALIST AT MASTERCARD LITERATURE 
AWARD 2022 

FINALIST AT CAPRAIA AWARD 2023 
 

FIRST REPRINT AFTER 4 MONTHS, MORE THAN 12.000 COPIES SOLD 
 

PINO CACUCCI SETS IN MOTION A GIANT NARRATIVE MACHINE GRINDING  
ADVENTURES, HISTORY, POETRY, SHIPS, ARMS, COMMANDERS, CONCUBINES, 

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, BATTLES, MASSACRES AND SENTIMENTS. 

AN ADVENTURE ABOUT REPRESSION AND INJUSTICE, ”THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
RENAISSANCE”. 

 
"Cacucci is a craftsman, a builder of plots, atmospheres and characters."   
Federico Fellini 

 
IS AVAILABLE AN EXTENDED INFO SHEET  

 
“The simple soldier of the Tercios Viejos de Napoles Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra was sitting 
on the barrack cot, sipping red wine with the Sargento Mayor who was in charge of his company 
of infantrymen; the other was standing, his back leaning on the wall next to the large window 
overlooking the alleys that rose steeply up to Castel Sant’Elmo. 
The familiarity that had been established between them, after a series of vicissitudes, was 
encouraged by the good red wine…  
«Why do they call you Elban?» 
«I come from an island off the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, Elba. Tormented by the Turks, who 
burned my mother alive and kidnapped my sister, at the time hardly more than a child… And I 
will find her.» 
The Spanish man took another sip, with a pensive expression. 
«You will find her… and do you know where she is now?» 
«Yes.» 
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Miguel understood that that issue had to be left to settle, and later on, perhaps… He preferred 
to satisfy other curiosities. 
«How long have you been fighting?» 
«Since I was fifteen years old.» 
Miguel raised his eyebrows, thinking that this forty-something veteran had to have been to hell 
and back; besides, his face, that looked like it had been carved in stone and marked by all kinds 
of scars, was an adventurous tale in itself that piqued his desire to know more.   
«Without ceasing?» asked Miguel. 
«Without respite.» 
«Aren’t you tired of all the blood?» 
Lucero nodded slowly. 
«Yes. But only Sister Death will give me peace.» 
«Why do you call it that? Are you devoted to Saint Francis? I thought you were to Archangel 
Michael.» 
«I’m devoted only to this» he answered patting the hilt of his sword in the sheath. 
«Well, after all, the sword is a cross, in every way…»”  
 
Elba Island, spring of 1544. The Turkish corsairs, led by Khayr al-Din known as Barbarossa, 
admiral of the fleet of Suleiman the Magnificent, disembark at night on a beach nearby 
Longone - today Porto Azzurro - starting the invasion of the island. 
Sixteen-year-old Lucero and his sister Angiolina, one year younger, are preparing for squid 
fishing: the night is favorable, but in truth the Red Moon is shining, an ill omen. Sure enough, 
the Turkish corsairs arrive, wounding Lucero and kidnapping Angiolina. 
Lucero becomes an ”unbeatable dueler” and a soldier of fortune, driven by an overwhelming 
feeling of revenge, and Angelina enters the Lord of Algiers’ nuptial bed: she changes her name 
to Aisha, she gives a son to the sovereign of the corsair city-state, becoming the Favorite. 
Lucero (”the Elban errant”) goes on to slaughter Turks while Angiolina-Aisha (”the Christian 
whore”) is the right hand woman of the Pasha. 
Lucero falls into disgrace - for a murder committed as an assassin - with the Duke of Tuscany, 
he joins the Tercios of Naples and sets sail on a galleon en route for Veracruz, in the Nueva 
España (that is Mexico), land of the brutal Conquistadores. Then he comes back to Europe 
and finds himself fighting at Lepanto, the ”Battle of the battles”. And that’s where he meets, 
hardly more than twenty years old, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, who fled Spain after 
killing (or perhaps only seriously wounding) a man in a duel (who had ridiculed his poems…). 
Lucero found out from the Trinitarian friars (who in Algiers negotiate the liberation of 
Christian slaves) that Angiolina is there, and she is alive. All that’s left to do is exact his 
revenge and take his sister and nephew Jalal with him.  
Pino Cacucci sets in motion a giant narrative machine grinding adventures, history, poetry, 
ships, arms, commanders, concubines, religious beliefs, battles, massacres and sentiments. 
Through Lucero we follow Cervantes from Lepanto to the writing of Don Quixote. With 
Angiolina/Aisha we are on the stage of Algiers, the corsair city-state par excellence. Everything 
becomes - synthesis of the spirit of the novel - adventure. But an adventure about repression 
and injustice, the other side of the Renaissance.   
 
At the end of the novel, an ”epilogue” narrates the life of Cervantes from the liberation 
in Algiers - which occurred on October 24th, 1580 - until Don Quixote, through 
frustrations and disappointments, every kind of difficulty (among which a period in 
prison) and a wretched life in various professions… There may be a sequel to the novel. 
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Pino Cacucci, (1955) Born in Alessandria he grew up in 
Chiavari, near Genua, and moved to Bologna in 1975 to study 
at the faculty of the performing arts. In the early 1980s he 
spent long periods of time in Paris and Barcelona, and then in 
Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years. 
He is a translator and was awarded several prizes, including 
that for the best translation from the Cervantes Institute in 
Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in Mexico 
City. He published Outland rock (Traseuropa, 1988, winner of 
the MystFest prize; Feltrinelli, 2007), Puerto 
Escondido (Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and 

finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which Gabriele Salvatores based the homonymous film, 
Tina (Tina Modotti’s biography), upon which a Mexican producer is developing a tv 
series, San Isidro Futbòl , upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva San 
Isidro, starring Diego Abatantuono, (Interno Giallo, 1991; Feltrinelli, 2005), La polvere del 
Messico (“Mexico’s dust”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 1996, 2004), Punti di fuga (“Vanishing 
points”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 2000), Forfora (”Dandruff”, Granata Press, 1993), later on 
expanded into Forfora e altre sventure (“Dandruff and other misfortunes”, Feltrinelli, 1997), In 
ogni caso nessun rimorso (“In any event no remorse”, Longanesi, 1994; Feltrinelli, 2001), La 
giustizia siamo noi (”We are justice”, with Otto Gabos; Rizzoli, 2010). With Feltrinelli he also 
published: Camminando. Incontri di un viandante (“On the road. Encounters of a wayfarer”, 
1996, Terra- City of Palermo Prize), Demasiado Corazòn (1999, Giorgio Scerbanenco Noir 
Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), Ribelli! (“Rebels!”, 2001, Special Prize of the jury at Fiesole 
Narrativa), Gracias México (2001), Mastruzzi indaga (”Mastruzzi investigates”, 2002), 
Oltretorrente (“Beyond the stream”, 2003, finalist at the Paolo Volponi National Literary 
Prize), Nahui (2005), Un po’ per amore, un po’ per rabbia (”A bit for love, a bit for rage”, 2008, 
that came out in Universale economica edition in two volumes titled Vagabondaggi, 
”Wanderings”, 2012, and La memoria non m’inganna, ”Memory does not trick me”, 2013), Le 
balene lo sanno. Viaggio nella California messicana (“Whales know. Journey through Mexican 
California”, 2009, Emilio Salgari Prize 2010), ¡Viva la vida! (2010; "Audiobooks Emons-
Feltrinelli", 2011), Nessuno può portarti un fiore (”No one can bring you flowers”, 2012, Chiara 
Prize), Mahahual (2014), Quelli del San Patricio (“San Patricio’s battalion”, 2015), 
Mujeres (2018; with Stefano Delli Veneri in the series Feltrinelli Comics) and, in the 
digital series Zoom, with Stefano Delli Veneri, upon which an International producer 
is developing a tv series), Tijuanaland (2012), Colluttorius (2012), Campeche (2013), 
Acapulco (2014), Ferrovie secondarie (”Secondary railways”, 2014) and Irlanda por 
siempre! (2015; illustrated by Stefano Delli Veneri). For Feltrinelli he also 
edited Latinoamericana by Ernesto Che Guevara and Alberto Granado (1993) and Io, Marcos. 
Il nuovo Zapata racconta (“I, Marcos. Stories by the modern Zapata”, 1995). He translated 
more then one hundreds of Spanish and Latin American novels into Italian, among whom 
Claudia Piñeiro, Enrique Vila-Matas, Ricardo Piglia, David Trueba, Gabriel Trujillo Muñoz, 
Manuel Rivas, Carmen Boullosa, Maruja Torres, Carlos Franz, Manuel Vicent. Some of his 
novels are translated into 7 languages and two of his books are about to go into 
production for international TV series. 
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 Author:  PINO CACUCCI  
 Title:      FRIDA. VIVA LA VIDA! 
 

Pages:  81 
Publisher: Feltrinelli 
First edition: 2010 
 

 
Rights sold to: Christian Bourgois Editeur (France), Tigre de 
paper (Catalonia), Page Seven (Arabic rights) 

A LONG SELLER WITH MORE THAN 70.000 COPIES SOLD! 
 
WITH PRESSING WRITING FROM THE VERY FIRST WORD, PINO 
CACUCCI, ONE OF THE BEST CONNOISSEURS OF MEXICO AND 
LATIN AMERICA, MANAGES TO BRING TO LIFE THE ABSOLUTE 

PROTAGONIST OF THIS LITERARY CAMEO: FRIDA KHALO 
 
"Cacucci is a craftsman, a builder of plots, atmospheres and characters."  Federico 
Fellini 
 
See The Interview To The Autor 
 
It’s about a monologue that discloses the passionate existence of Frida Kahlo “spoken” by the 
protagonist, from the extreme peak of her days. While she runs towards death, Frida goes back to the 
torment of her forced detention (repeatedly plastered and condemned to immobility), to her lucid 
creative ecstasies of painter greedy for colour, to her affair with Diego Rivera. In few pages, there is 
Mexico, the revival of the imagination. There is the story of a woman and the run-up of a passion 
never extinguished for a man. The burning synthesis of an existence.  
 
“The rain… 
I was born in the rain  
I grew up under the rain.  
A thick rain, thin… a rain of tears. A continuous rain in the soul and in the body. 
I was born in a pouring rain shower.  
And the Death, the Pelona, immediately smiled to me, dancing around my bed.   
I lived buried but still alive, prisoned by a body, which dreamed the death and clung to life.  
I was sealed inside iron and plaster coffins many times, but… I resisted, I heard my breath and damned the filth 
of my devastated body.  
I learned in the rain how to survive:  to the cruelty of a broken life, to an aching self and in the end, to Diego.  
Diego is like my life: a slow endless poisoning, between happiness of sublime intensity and abysses of anguished 
desperation.   
But… I love life as I love Diego. And sometimes, I confuse hate for this hellish life with the hate for Diego who 
drags me to the hell and then helps me to get out of it. He gives back to me the power to go beyond the anguish 
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and he sinks me into despair a thousand times. But I know that the anguish is inside me: Diego is only the spark 
that unleashes it.  
Every day, every night… I loved Diego. I hated him. He was the cause and the result. The sun and the moon. The 
day and the night. Diego, my life and death. My illness and cure. My conscience.  My delirium. The sweetest 
lymph, the most desolated desert. My scorching heat and rain. The faith in myself and the disdain for the way I 
was tortured, without imposing any limits”.    
 

Pino Cacucci, (1955) Born in Alessandria he grew up in Chiavari, near Genua, 
and moved to Bologna in 1975 to study at the faculty of the performing arts. In 
the early 1980s he spent long periods of time in Paris and Barcelona, and then in 
Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years. He is a translator 
and was awarded several prizes, including that for the best translation from the 
Cervantes Institute in Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in 
Mexico City. He published Outland rock (Traseuropa, 1988, winner of the 

MystFest prize; Feltrinelli, 2007), Puerto Escondido (Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and 
finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which Gabriele Salvatores based the homonymous film, Tina 
(Tina Modotti’s biography), upon which a Mexican producer is developing a tv series, San 
Isidro Futbòl , upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva San Isidro, starring 
Diego Abatantuono, (Interno Giallo, 1991; Feltrinelli, 2005), La polvere del Messico (“Mexico’s 
dust”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 1996, 2004), Punti di fuga (“Vanishing points”, Mondadori, 1992; 
Feltrinelli, 2000), Forfora (”Dandruff”, Granata Press, 1993), later on expanded into Forfora e altre 
sventure (“Dandruff and other misfortunes”, Feltrinelli, 1997), In ogni caso nessun rimorso (“In any 
event no remorse”, Longanesi, 1994; Feltrinelli, 2001), La giustizia siamo noi (”We are justice”, with 
Otto Gabos; Rizzoli, 2010). With Feltrinelli he also published: Camminando. Incontri di un viandante 
(“On the road. Encounters of a wayfarer”, 1996, Terra- City of Palermo Prize), Demasiado 
Corazòn (1999, Giorgio Scerbanenco Noir Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), Ribelli! (“Rebels!”, 2001, 
Special Prize of the jury at Fiesole Narrativa), Gracias México (2001), Mastruzzi indaga (”Mastruzzi 
investigates”, 2002), Oltretorrente (“Beyond the stream”, 2003, finalist at the Paolo Volponi National 
Literary Prize), Nahui (2005), Un po’ per amore, un po’ per rabbia (”A bit for love, a bit for rage”, 
2008, that came out in Universale economica edition in two volumes titled Vagabondaggi, 
”Wanderings”, 2012, and La memoria non m’inganna, ”Memory does not trick me”, 2013), Le balene lo 
sanno. Viaggio nella California messicana (“Whales know. Journey through Mexican California”, 
2009, Emilio Salgari Prize 2010), ¡Viva la vida! (2010; "Audiobooks Emons-Feltrinelli", 2011), Nessuno 
può portarti un fiore (”No one can bring you flowers”, 2012, Chiara Prize), Mahahual (2014), Quelli del 
San Patricio (“San Patricio’s battalion”, 2015), Mujeres (2018; with Stefano Delli Veneri in the 
series Feltrinelli Comics) and, in the digital series Zoom, with Stefano Delli Veneri, upon 
which an International producer is developing a tv series), Tijuanaland (2012), 
Colluttorius (2012), Campeche (2013), Acapulco (2014), Ferrovie secondarie (”Secondary railways”, 
2014) and Irlanda por siempre! (2015; illustrated by Stefano Delli Veneri). For Feltrinelli he also 
edited Latinoamericana by Ernesto Che Guevara and Alberto Granado (1993) and Io, Marcos. Il 
nuovo Zapata racconta (“I, Marcos. Stories by the modern Zapata”, 1995). He translated more then 
one hundreds of Spanish and Latin American novels into Italian, among whom Claudia Piñeiro, 
Enrique Vila-Matas, Ricardo Piglia, David Trueba, Gabriel Trujillo Muñoz, Manuel Rivas, Carmen 
Boullosa, Maruja Torres, Carlos Franz, Manuel Vicent. Some of his novels are translated into 7 
languages and two of his books are about to go into production for international TV series. 



Walkabout Literary Agency Biographical Novel 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Author:  PINO CACUCCI  
 Title:      TINA 
 

Pages:  224 
Publisher: Feltrinelli 
First edition: (First edition 1991 – Latest edition 2019) 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 

Rights sold to: Grijalbo PRH (World Spanish) 
 

Film rights sold to: Canana Films 
 
FULL ENGLISH TRANSLATION AVAILABLE 
 
 

EMIGRANT, WORKER, ACTRESS, PHOTOGRAPHER IN THE MEXICO OF THE TWENTIES, 
ANTIFASCIST, MILITANT IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT. 
ONE OF THE GREATEST PHOTOGRAPHERS OF THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, AS WELL AS 
AN IMPORTANT FIGURE OF COMMUNISM AND WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY. TINA 
MODOTTI’S PHOTOGRAPHS ARE EXHIBITED IN THE MOST IMPORTANT INSTITUTES 
AND MUSEUMS IN THE WORLD. 
 
Tina’s full name was Assunta Adelaide Luigia Modotti. She was born to a humble family in Udine in 
1896. Her father was a socialist construction worker, and she was soon forced to leave school and go 
to work in order to help her family. She then immigrated to the United States, where big labor 
unions were emerging. In San Francisco, Los Angeles, Hollywood and Mexico City she met with a 
lively cultural and artistic life, which paved the way for her first to theater and cinema, and then to 
photography. She passionately embraced the revolutionary cause in Mexico, joined the International 
Red Aid and fought for the International Brigades in the Spanish Civil War. She died under 
suspicious circumstances in Mexico City in 1942.  
 

Pino Cacucci, (1955) Born in Alessandria he grew up in Chiavari, near Genua, 
and moved to Bologna in 1975 to study at the faculty of the performing arts. In 
the early 1980s he spent long periods of time in Paris and Barcelona, and then in 
Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years. He is a translator 
and was awarded several prizes, including that for the best translation from the 
Cervantes Institute in Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in 
Mexico City. He published Outland rock (Traseuropa, 1988, winner of the 

MystFest prize; Feltrinelli, 2007), Puerto Escondido (Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and 
finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which Gabriele Salvatores based the homonymous film, Tina 
(Tina Modotti’s biography), upon which a Mexican producer is developing a tv series, San 
Isidro Futbòl , upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva San Isidro, starring 
Diego Abatantuono, (Interno Giallo, 1991; Feltrinelli, 2005), La polvere del Messico (“Mexico’s 
dust”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 1996, 2004), Punti di fuga (“Vanishing points”, Mondadori, 1992; 
Feltrinelli, 2000), Forfora (”Dandruff”, Granata Press, 1993), later on expanded into Forfora e altre 
sventure (“Dandruff and other misfortunes”, Feltrinelli, 1997), In ogni caso nessun rimorso (“In any 
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event no remorse”, Longanesi, 1994; Feltrinelli, 2001), La giustizia siamo noi (”We are justice”, with 
Otto Gabos; Rizzoli, 2010). With Feltrinelli he also published: Camminando. Incontri di un viandante 
(“On the road. Encounters of a wayfarer”, 1996, Terra- City of Palermo Prize), Demasiado 
Corazòn (1999, Giorgio Scerbanenco Noir Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), Ribelli! (“Rebels!”, 2001, 
Special Prize of the jury at Fiesole Narrativa), Gracias México (2001), Mastruzzi indaga (”Mastruzzi 
investigates”, 2002), Oltretorrente (“Beyond the stream”, 2003, finalist at the Paolo Volponi National 
Literary Prize), Nahui (2005), Un po’ per amore, un po’ per rabbia (”A bit for love, a bit for rage”, 
2008, that came out in Universale economica edition in two volumes titled Vagabondaggi, 
”Wanderings”, 2012, and La memoria non m’inganna, ”Memory does not trick me”, 2013), Le balene lo 
sanno. Viaggio nella California messicana (“Whales know. Journey through Mexican California”, 
2009, Emilio Salgari Prize 2010), ¡Viva la vida! (2010; "Audiobooks Emons-Feltrinelli", 2011), Nessuno 
può portarti un fiore (”No one can bring you flowers”, 2012, Chiara Prize), Mahahual (2014), Quelli del 
San Patricio (“San Patricio’s battalion”, 2015), Mujeres (2018; with Stefano Delli Veneri in the 
series Feltrinelli Comics) and, in the digital series Zoom, with Stefano Delli Veneri, upon 
which an International producer is developing a tv series), Tijuanaland (2012), 
Colluttorius (2012), Campeche (2013), Acapulco (2014), Ferrovie secondarie (”Secondary railways”, 
2014) and Irlanda por siempre! (2015; illustrated by Stefano Delli Veneri). For Feltrinelli he also 
edited Latinoamericana by Ernesto Che Guevara and Alberto Granado (1993) and Io, Marcos. Il 
nuovo Zapata racconta (“I, Marcos. Stories by the modern Zapata”, 1995). He translated more then 
one hundreds of Spanish and Latin American novels into Italian, among whom Claudia Piñeiro, 
Enrique Vila-Matas, Ricardo Piglia, David Trueba, Gabriel Trujillo Muñoz, Manuel Rivas, Carmen 
Boullosa, Maruja Torres, Carlos Franz, Manuel Vicent. Some of his novels are translated into 7 
languages and two of his books are about to go into production for international TV series. 
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Title: THE STARS MAKE NO NOISE  
(LE STELLE NON FANNO RUMORE) 
Author: CAMY BLUE  
 
First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer 
Publishing date: 14th March, 2023 
Pages: 300 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

THE LINE BETWEEN FICTION AND REALITY IS VERY 
THIN, A DECEPTION BECOMES PLAY AND TURNS INTO 

FEELING. 
 

A NOVEL THAT WILL MAKE THE HEART FLUTTER. TWO 
VERY DISTANT WORLDS, THE NEED TO FEEL 

UNDERSTOOD, A PAINFUL PAST OVERBEARINGLY 
SURFACING.  

 
Arianna has just graduated from high school with honors, yet her 

passion for science subjects will do her no good. Forced to juggle several jobs to make ends meet, 
Arianna lives in the Roman suburbs with her father Mauro, after her mother abandoned them, and 
puts up with their excesses and shortcomings. She has locked her dream of becoming a zoologist in a 
drawer; for relationships she has no time and especially no trust. Mattia, aka Gelo, is 30 years old and 
has risen to the top of the Italian music charts thanks to the bars of his rap songs. Addicted to success, 
he hides a stormy past behind a shell of arrogance, conceit, casual relationships with one-night stands. 
Dragged by her best friend to a concert, Arianna meets Mattia in the worst way: by surprising him in 
the dressing room while he is having sex with a fan. What neither of them imagines, as they argue to 
the tune of insults, is that Arianna will soon end up as a waitress at Wonderland, Mattia's manager's 
club, and the two will be forced to see each other very often.  Until, in order to combat the gossip 
about the rapper, his excesses of rage and his stormy romantic history, Vittorio, Gelo's manager, 
decides to concoct the craziest of set-ups: Arianna and Mattia will have to pretend to be engaged.  
Between artfully arranged dates, bickering, and irresistible attraction, the two will have to make 
Mattia's fans and public opinion believe that they are experiencing the most overwhelming of 
romances, but without actually falling in love, because Arianna has signed a contract expressly 
forbidding them to do so. She will have to be his fake girlfriend until the release of Gelo's new record 
and then disappear from his life with a handsome reward in her pocket.  Will it only be fiction, 
though? Will they both be ready to face the wounds of the past? For it is precisely the past that comes 
back to ruin their feeling, born in secret from everything and everyone. Arianna will have to deal with 
her father's debts and the threats of a loan shark who haunts them. Mattia will have to face the ghost 
of Pietro, his younger brother who died of an overdose, and the drug dealer who has just been released 
from prison to return to blackmail him. They will then be forced to fight for their love and happiness. 
 
Camy Blue is the pseudonym of an Italian author. 
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Author: FRANCESCO CARINGELLA 
Title: THE BEST LIE  
           (LA MIGLIORE BUGIA) 
 
First Publisher: Mondadori 

Publication date: 10th May, 2022 
Pages:  350 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

 
IN A COURTROOM, CROWDED WITH LIES AND 

HALF TRUTHS, THE FATE OF AN 
UNDECIPHERABLE ACCUSED IS DECIDED, BUT 

ALSO OF THE MEN AND WOMEN CALLED TO 
ACCUSION HIM. 

 
THE NEW LEGAL THRILLER BY ONE OF THE MOST 
SKILLFUL ITALIAN CRIME WRITERS AT TELLING 

ABOUT THE MECHANISMS, THE SHORT-CIRCUITS AND THE BLIND SPOTS OF THE 
LAW - AS WELL AS THE STRUGGLE, THE DREAMS AND THE GHOSTS  

OF HIS JUDGES AND DEFENDANTS. 
 

VIRGINIA DELLA VALLE IS BACK. THE PRESIDENT OF THE ASSIZE COURT IS THE 
PROTAGONIST OF OLTRE OGNI RAGIONEVOLE DUBBIO (“BEYOND ANY 

REASONABLE DOUBT”), FRANCESCO CARINGELLA’S DEBUT NOVEL WITH GIALLO 
MONDADORI THAT SOLD MORE THAN 10.000 COPIES. 

 
Bari, a scorching Monday at the end of July. Giulia Orefice, rough and solitary pensioner, is 
found dead in her apartment. Everything points to a death from natural causes: the house is 
in order, the body composed. The scene is actually so perfect that the investigators are not 
convinced, and exceptionally request an autopsy. The result: death by strangulation. Who 
would have wanted to silence old Orefice? Suspicions soon concentrate on Giovanni 
Campanaro, the victim’s accountant, who seems to have the strength, the opportunity and 
especially the motive for the crime: Giovanni owed a lot of money - too much money - to his 
client. Elisabetta Ceraci, the public prosecutor in charge of the case, is convinced of this. 
Whether Campanaro is innocent or not, is not his defense lawyer’s problem, Enrico Martucci 
(also known as “the Hyena” because of his wild laugh with which, the legend says, he 
celebrates his victory in the most desperate cases): for Martucci, the only truth that counts is 
the one that emerges from the trial. Campanaro’s innocence cannot be proved? No harm 
done, to suggest that someone else could possibly be guilty is enough - at the risk of 
fabricating a second suspect. Judge Virginia Della Valle sits between the two lawyers. In that 
court room, Virginia has heard many stories, she has seen many faces, she has assisted at 
many cases…  but not even she can decipher the Campanaro puzzle: is he the murderer caught 
red-handed, or the perfect victim of the wheels of the Law? And does his wife, who watches 
him from the benches, and in whose eyes Virginia recognizes something of herself, think she 
married a monster or an unfortunate angel? Only the reader will find out the truth hiding in 
the soul of the most unexpected person.  
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Francesco Caringella, formerly chief of police and criminal magistrate in Milan during the 
judicial investigation Mani Pulite, is currently president of the Chamber in the Council of 
State. Moreover, he is President of the Guarantee Commission for the Authority for 
Communications Guarantees and judge of the Guarantor of the Code of Sportsmanship of 
CONI. Author of numerous legal works, he also published three fiction books: Il colore del 
vetro (“The color of glass”, 2012), Non sono un assassino (“I am not a killer”, 2014, winner of 
the Premio Roma for fiction) and Dieci minuti per uccidere (“Ten minutes to kill”, 2014). With 
Mondadori he published the essays Dieci lezioni sulla giustizia (“Ten lessons on justice”, 
2017), La corruzione spuzza (“Corruption stinks”, 2017), written together with Raffaele 
Cantone. The sharp procedural legal thriller Oltre ogni ragionevole dubbio (“Beyond any 
reasonable doubt”, 2019) has been optioned for a film adaptation. 
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Author: SILVIA CIOMPI 
Title: TODAY I WILL BE STORM  
 (OGGI SARÒ TEMPESTA) 
  
First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer 

Publication date: 24th May, 2022 

Pages: 250 

 

Rights: Worldwide 
 

WITH THE STYLE THAT BY NOW CHARACTERIZES 
HER, SILVIA CIOMPI EXPLORES A GREAT FEMALE 
FRIENDSHIP - FOR THOSE WHO HAVE READ AND 

LOVED THE NOVELS BY SILVIA AVALLONE AND 
MICHELA MARZANO 

 
AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE TUSCAN MAREMMA,THE STORY OF TWO 

WOMEN WHICH THEY FACE WITH COURAGE THE CHALLENGES OF EVERYDAY 
LIFE, DEMONSTRATING EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH AND  

A GREAT ABILITY TO LOVE. 

TODAY I WILL BE STORM IS THE TALE OF A GREAT FEMALE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
TWO DIFFERENT WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN EQUALLY SCARRED BY THE 

VICISSITUDES OF LIFE. A VISCERAL NARRATIVE THAT MOVES AND MAKES US 
REFLECT. 

“Not all people come to hurt us. Some come to heal.” 

Greta, hardly more than twenty years old, has the deep desire to drop a university course that 
doesn’t suit her and a number of novel drafts on her pc. In order to pay for her tuition and 
appease her controlling father, every summer she works in a factory in the heart of the Tuscan 
Maremma, a place exuding neglect and desperation. Yet that’s where in her darkest moment 
she meets Lidia, abandoned by her husband with a fifteen-year-old son who feels more and 
more like a stranger to her. Exhausting shift after exhausting shift, between the two a deep, 
close friendship develops: for Greta, a safe harbor in the storm of emotions caused by her love 
for Simon, a young man from Ghana working with her; for Lidia, a source of comfort in the 
difficulties of her family situation. And it is thanks to the strength of their bond that they both 
will find the courage to change their lives. With this new novel, Silvia Ciompi proves 
herself to be a truly talented author, capable of going beyond the genre she became 
known for, and of telling a more mature and adult story than can expand her target 
audience. 

Silvia Ciompi was born in 1993 and lives in Tuscany. She debuted first on Wattpad and then 
in bookstores with great public success. With Sperling she published Tutto il buio dei miei 
giorni (”All the darkness of my days”), Tutto il mare è nei tuoi occhi (”All the sea is in your 
eyes”) and Volevo solo sfiorare il cielo (”I just wanted to touch the sky”, 2021). 
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Author: SILVIA CIOMPI 
Title: ALL THE DARKNESS OF MY DAYS 
           (TUTTO IL BUIO DEI MIEI GIORNI) 
 
First Publisher:  Sperling & Kupfer 
Publication Date: 2019 
Pages: 336 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
A POWERFUL AND POIGNANT LOVE STORY THAT 
REMINDS US THAT WHEN ALL SEEMS LOST, LOVE IS 
THE ONLY LIGHT WITHIN THE DARKNESS. 

 
MORE THAN 13.000 COPIES SOLD 

 
Camille is 20 years old, she loves the stadium on spring Sundays, with short sleeves and 
windswept flags, and she loves her corner, in every season. There she jumps into the stands, 
keeps time with her hands-it's the thing she loves most in the world. It is the only place where 
she really feels alive. But one day, right outside the stadium, her life breaks down. A car 
carrying a group of ultras hits her. Among them is him: in the corner everyone calls him Skull. 
He sounds like the cliché bad boy, covered in tattoos and answers given only half-heartedly. 
Yet Skull and Camille are like two identical books bound with different covers. Two souls who 
didn't have time to talk to each other first, to take a better look at each other. They have 
passed each other thousands of times, but they have never really been in the same place. They 
are now. Now that grief has eaten away all that Camille was. 
 
Tutto il buio dei miei giorni is the extraordinary debut by Silvia Ciompi, a young Italian author, 
already appreciated on Wattpad by more than three million readers, and still at the top of the 
charts. A powerful and poignant love story that reminds us that when all seems lost, love is 
the only light within the darkness. 
 

Silvia Ciompi was born in 1993 and lives in Tuscany. She debuted first on Wattpad and then 
in bookstores with great public success. With Sperling she published Tutto il buio dei miei 
giorni (“All the darkness of my days”), Tutto il mare è nei tuoi occhi (”All the sea is in your 
eyes”), Volevo solo sfiorare il cielo (“I just wanted to touch the sky”, 2021) and Oggi sarò 
tempesta (Today I will be storm, 2022). 
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Author: SILVIA CIOMPI 
Title: ALL THE SEA IS IN YOUR EYES 
            TUTTO IL MARE E’ NEI TUOI OCCHI 

 
First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer 
Publication Date: 2019 
Pages: 250 
 
 

THE PAIN IS NOT ERASED 
BUT YOU FIGHT IT WITH LOVE 

 
"So, shall we go?" 

"Where this time?" 
"To the end of the world." 

 
 
 
 

THERE ARE PEOPLE YOU SEE ONCE AND THEY 
IMMEDIATELY LEAVE THEIR MARK ON YOU, 

AS IF THEY SIGN YOUR SKIN WITH THEIR 
NAME AND MINGLE WITH YOUR MOLECULES. 

Bolognini Mirko, known as Bolo, is one of those. With his faded tattoos, discombobulated 
curls, and the most cocky smile in the universe, he walked into Gheghe's life unannounced 
one winter afternoon while gray skies outside threatened rain, and he never left from there. 
And Gheghe did not even realize what was happening, too busy living it, life, to be afraid. 
Neither of them had ever thought that loving someone could be like this. So beautiful, so 
true, so full of laughter and kissing and so painful. Even now that months have passed since 
their goodbye, every time their gazes meet it is a short circuit. As if nothing has changed 
and touching each other is still inevitable. They both know that they are too different to be 
together: he loyal only to the stadium corner for as long as he can remember, because that 
is where he learned to walk, run, lead the cheers and punch each other; she to her books, 
because that is where she began to dream. But love cannot be controlled, it comes straight 
as a well-struck blow that you don't expect. An unexpected and overwhelming love that 
knows how to bite into life, as only in one's twenties can do. 
 

Silvia Ciompi was born in 1993 and lives in Tuscany. She debuted first on Wattpad and 
then in bookstores with great public success. With Sperling she published Tutto il buio dei 
miei giorni (“All the darkness of my days”), Tutto il mare è nei tuoi occhi (”All the sea is in 
your eyes”), Volevo solo sfiorare il cielo (“I just wanted to touch the sky”, 2021) and Oggi 
sarò tempesta (Today I will be storm, 2022). 
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Author: ANGELO FERRACUTI (text) – 
GIOVANNI MARROZZINI (photography) 
Title: JOURNEY ON THE RIVER WORLD. 
AMAZON 
           (VIAGGIO SUL FIUME MONDO. 
AMAZZONIA) 
 
Pages:  250 + 40 photographs 
First Publisher: Mondadori, Strade Blu 
Publication date: 30th August 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
THE REPORTAGE ON THE EXPLOITED AND 
PLUNDERED LANDS WHERE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

FIRST REPRINT AFTER ONE MONTH! 
 
A FASCINATING STORY IN WORDS AND PICTURES THAT AIMS AT RENEWING THE 
TRADITION OF REPORTAGE, ON THE TRAIL OF GREAT MASTERS SUCH AS 
SEBASTIÃO SALGADO AND NORMAN LEWIS, THE AMERICAN JOURNALIST WHO, 
WITH ”GENOCIDE” (“SUNDAY TIMES” 1969), EXPOSED THE TRAGEDY OF THE 
AMAZONIAN PEOPLES TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 
 
“Crossing the borders of the Amazon rainforest, to its most hidden and dangerous depths, 
is a privilege reserved for a few. It takes courage, the right contacts, a pinch of healthy 
madness to enter the heart of that noisy silence called "the lung of the Earth", where 
uncontacted tribes still live, who want nothing to know about modernity, and animals that 
no biologist has so far labeled. The writer Angelo Ferracuti and the photographer Giovanni 
Marrozzini, with this reportage book, take the reader by the hand or push him to that last 
frontier. " Sara Gandolfi, Corriere della Sera 
 
"A reportage that is also an exploration of an extraordinary human culture that is 
increasingly at risk". Alberto Riva, Il Venerdì di Repubblica 
 
For years the river world has been the magnificent obsession of Angelo Ferracuti and 
photographer Giovanni Marrozzini: a book came out of it, that, like the classic “Let Us Now 
Praise Famous Men” by James Agee and Walker Evans, is not afraid of expressing itself in two 
different languages, one independent from the other: literary reportage and story in pictures. 
They both aim at reaching the ancient heart of a devastated world on which our survival, as 
well as its own, nevertheless depends. 
Angelo and Giovanni set up the motorboat Amalassunta and traveled up the largest river of 
the planet: they met the peoples living in the heart of the forest, some on the brink of 
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extinction, others threatened by loggers, gold diggers, multinational oil companies. The more 
they move forward, the more you have the distinct feeling of hanging in the balance between 
the damages of exploitation and the dazzling remainders of many tenacious identities. 
Giovanni, attracted by the myths of creation, by the deep original cultures, by the ritual 
celebrations, leaves us with a tormented as well as magical vision of bodies, eyes, vegetation 
and water.  
Angelo makes us feel the beauty of places and peoples threatened by oil companies, 
deforesting fazendeiros, far-right paramilitary groups.  
Together with the degradation, the toxic waters, the drugs and the prostitution, the political 
intelligence of opponents emerges, as well as the critical exercise of those who won’t give in, 
the stubborn resistance of the peoples: that of the Yanomami in Catrimani and of the leader 
Davi Kopenawa, that of the Waimiri Atroari, the revival of the Assembly of the Guaranì people 
in the Chaco, the militancy of Radio Ucamara in Nauta, Peru, the coexistence of twenty-three 
different indigenous ethnicities in São Gabriel da Cachoeira.  
Fearless captains, Angelo and Giovanni left their Amalassunta to the  Piccolo Nazareno 
Association, so that it could become a floating school - a new, small, form of resistance. 
 
As Ryszard Kapuscinski says: “only when traveling a reporter feels at home». 
 
And this is what happened to Angelo and Giovanni, fearless captains of the Amalassunta. 
From the river’s mouth to its source, the trip renews and explores the urgency to get to know 
and bear witness to a world as doomed as it is determined to resist. 
 
This trip has been documented throughout ten videos Viaggio nel fiume mondo 
“Journey on the river world”: 
https://lab.greenandblue.it/2021/viaggio-sul-fiume mondo/ 
 

Angelo Ferracuti has written novels and narrative reportages, including Il costo della vita 
(“The Cost of Life”, Einaudi, 2013, with a photographic insert by Mario Dondero, winner of “Lo 
Straniero” Prize), Andare, camminare, lavorare (“Going, Walking, Working”, Feltrinelli, 2015), 
Addio (“Farewell”, Chiarelettere, 2016), La metà del cielo (”Half of the sky”, Mondadori, 2019), 
Non ci resta che l’amore (”Love is all we have left”, Saggiatore, 2021). He collaborates with a 
number of newspapers and magazines, and with Radio3. 
 
Giovanni Marrozzini (Fermo, 1971) has carried out numerous reportages in Africa, Central 
and South America, the Balkans and the Middle East that were collected in photographic 
books.  
Winner of many national and international prizes, in 2016 he founded Parolamia: in 
collaboration with the bookstore Hoepli, he exchanges his images (limited edition) with new 
literature, history and art books, creating a library for his children and other libraries around 
the world. His website is www.morrozzini.com 
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Author: VALERIO LA MARTIRE 
Title: ODDITY - THAT IT WAS LOVE, THEY ALMOST 
NEVER SAID  
           (STRANIZZA - CHE FOSSE AMORE, NON LO SI 
DISSE QUASI MAI) 
 
Pages:  230 
First Publisher: Rizzoli 

Publication date: May 2023 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

INSPIRED BY THE TRUE STORY OF THE GIARRE 
MURDER. THE FILM BY BEPPE FIORELLO BASED ON 

THIS NOVEL IS ALREADY IN PRODUCTION. 
 

TWO YOUNG MEN, SALTY FROM THE SEA, HUNGRY FOR LOVE. THE NEED TO 
ESCAPE TO BE ABLE TO LIVE THEIR LIFE AS THEY HAVE GOT TO KNOW IT 

TOGETHER. THE LOVE OF TWO YOUNG MEN CAN BE STRONGER THAT THE HATE 
OF AN ENTIRE TOWN. 

 
“They are still making love under the maritime pine, convinced that the World will open its 

eyes, that it will be able to see the beauty of that love it didn’t want to protect.” 
 
1980, Summer in Sicily. The music by Franco Battiato playing on the radio mingles with the 
chirping cicadas and the waves frothing between Scylla and Charybdis. Two young men lie 
under the shade of a maritime pine in a citrus grove in front of the sea. The sun above them, 
the pine needles under their skin. But the only movement is that of the wind. 
Oddity is the story of two young men who fell in love on a morning in June. Who lived a 
summer together and dreamed that a season could become a lifetime. Their story ends 
tragically with two gunshots fired by a mysterious killer. We will never know who the shooter 
was, but what we do know is that the true culprits are hate and homophobia. Inspired by the 
true events of the Giarre murder, a still current and important story to tell. 
 
Stranizza d’amuri is a fictional story, the story of Nino and Marco, but that takes a strong 
inspiration from the story of two people who were Toni and Giorgio. The city of Fochi is Giarre 
and their death, unfortunately, is real. The Giarre’s murder is the name with which the fact is 
remembered today. On  

the October 31st 1980, the news of the death of the two boys came out on the national newspapers 
and a fierce debate started. ‘Two homosexuals died in Sicily’ is a headline of great effect for a 
late summer newspaper. The fact that they were so young was discovered later. Also the fact 
that they were embraced was revealed weeks later. And that it was love was almost never said. 
The first version was that the two had committed suicide. A few days later, an unregistered gun 
was found buried nearby. Someone was not very smart and it became necessary to retract the 
suicide version. Toni’s grandson, Francesco in reality, Ciro in the book, was brought at the police 
station and was kept in detention for the whole night. He went in mourning about the death of 
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his uncle and went out after signing a guilty plea. According to the police, Toni had forced him 
to shoot him and Giorgio to cover up the disgrace of which they were tainted. Ashamed of what 
they were. They left him the watch as ‘payment’ for the service. Francesco was never interviewed 
by anyone. No reporter could get close to him neither then nor in the future. As he was only 
twelve years old, he was not punished and no one was arrested for the double homicide. He has 
not yet left a statement on the events of Giarre during that summer. He never said how uncle 
Nino died. The maritime pine was the only witness to the murder and a gunshot was also found 
in his trunk, just above the two guys’ heads. The will to keep everything in silence had come to 
strike with a shot, even to a tree. A few months after the murder, a fire destroyed the citrus grove 
and the maritime pine.  The only witness to the love and death of Nino and Marco was burned 
alive. Next to its charred trunk there is today a playground half abandoned. Giorgio Giammona 
and Antonio Galatola are today buried in the cemetery of Giarre in two distant graves. Their 
story has been fundamental in the history of the Italian homosexual movement. We wouldn’t be 
so free to love if they didn’t die for love. I wish to believe that their spirits are close. They are still 
making love under the maritime pine tree, convinced that the World will open its eyes, which 
will see the beauty of that love it didn’t want to protect. 

 
Valerio la Martire was born in Rome on November 5th, 1981. He wrote his first short stories 
at twelve years old, then studied film writing and published his first book in 2009. He was a 
volunteer for Greenpeace and worked as a copywriter and text curator for a number of NGOs 
and humanitarian organizations, including the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and Médecins Sans Frontières. Among his publications, I ragazzi geisha 
(“The Geisha boys”, Bakemono Lab, 2016), a book on male prostitution; the urban fantasy saga 
Nephilim Saga (Armando Curcio Editore, 2014, 2015 and 2016), and Intoccabili 
(“Untouchables”, Marsilio Editore, 2017), the Ebola emergency told from the eyes of an 
humanitarian worker. 
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Author: LUIGI LA ROSA 
Title: IN PARIS WITH MARCEL PROUST 
           (A PARIGI CON MARCEL PROUST) 
 
Pages:  187 
First Publisher: Giulio Perrone Editore 
Publication date: 20th October 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
 

THE ANTIQUE FLAVOR OF THE PARIS OF PROUST 
 

FOR 100th ANNIVERSARY OF MARCEL PROUST’S DEATH 
 

Proust arrives here suffering and sick - of obsession, of love, of unspeakable nostalgia, after 
having transformed flat on boulevard Haussmann. A smaller, resigned house and no protection 
from the noise rising from the neighbouring houses. In the living room, the eternal portrait of 
Jacques-Émile Blanche; on the funereal furniture - the dressing tables from previous dwellings, 
the chaise-longue of exhaustion, the screen Chinese screen and the low bamboo stool - the 
papers impregnated by fatigue. The latest volumes of the Recherche are in printed and the paper 
is overflowing with the haemorrhage of revisions. Long, flowing words and side notes in addition, 
which multiply the width of the italics. 
On the bedside table the crowding of medicines - those of the most hypochondriac of writers - 
the bottles of Veronal, the Evian water, the narrow Legras powder cartridges, the increasingly 
massive doses of cocaine, caffeine, the pearls of amyl. And then the fireplace, in the back, as big 
as a mouth, from which come, violent, the gusts of the harsh Parisian winter. 
 
«Luigi La Rosa in A Parigi con Marcel Proust, refocuses Parisian addresses and itineraries, 
shows us houses, rooms, objects. What emerges is the hypochondriac and impatient figure 
of a man more accustomed to interiors than exteriors, more at ease in the drawing room 
than en plein air.» 
Paolo di Paolo, La Repubblica  
 
«A losing oneself in time to find it again and recompose it, feeling the same lacerating tear 
of abandonment or the melancholic frenzy of hidden amorous passions.» 
Lorenzo Marotta, La Sicilia Centrale  
 
«An interior guide to the places of Proust's soul in Paris, or perhaps a journey à rebours 
inside a life (another one!) marked by genius and fragility, and inside all that contributed to 
build that 'building of constructions' that sucks in the author and the (lucky) reader.» 
La Gazzetta del Sud  
 
From the luxurious hedges of the Luxembourg Garden or of the Parc Monceau, where, as a 
child, Marcel takes his first amazed steps, to the sumptuous salons of the Faubourg Saint-
Germain or to the mundane nights at the Hôtel Ritz, the biography of Marcel Proust is 
inextricably linked to the city of Paris and its numerous seductions. 
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The Ville Lumière is not only the place of inspiration, the hub of literary fascination, nor the 
vanishing point for his need for the absolute: for the young novelist embarking on his life it is 
above all the setting for friendships, for intellectual partnerships, for meaningful connections, 
for tormented and intense liaisons, like the one with Lucien Daudet, the elating and mutual 
passion for the composer Reynaldo Hahn, the troubled and final one for the secretary-aviator 
Alfred Agostinelli. 
If existence is the devouring spectacle from which Marcel Proust’s fruitful pen draws, Paris 
becomes its luminous backstage, its iridescent backdrop, an enchanted and magical space 
reflecting the monumental structure of the Recherche.  
 
Luigi La Rosa was born in Messina in 1974, and lives between Italy and Paris. He collaborates 
with newspapers and magazines, teaches creative writing, and for Rizzoli-Bur he curated the 
volumes Pensieri di Natale (”Christmas thoughts”), Pensieri Erotici (”Erotic thoughts”), L’anno 
che verrà (“The year that’s about to come”) and L’alfabeto dell’amore (”The alphabet of love”). 
One of his short stories appeared in the collection Quello che c'è tra di noi - storie d'amore 
omosessuale (”What’s between us - stories of homosexual love”), Manni Editori. He is the 
author of Solo a Parigi e non altrove - una guida sentimentale (”Only in Paris and not elsewhere 
- a sentimental guide”) and Quel nome è amore (”That name is love”). For Touring Club he 
curated the literary and artistic section of the latest green guide to Paris. His novels L’uomo 
senza inverno (”The man without winter”) a novel dedicated to Gustave Caillebote (2020) and 
Nel furor delle tempeste. Vita breve di Vincenzo Bellini (2022) have been published by Piemme 
edizioni.  
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Author: LUIGI LA ROSA 
Title: IN THE FURY OF THE STORM. SHORT LIFE OF 
VINCENZO BELLINI 
(NEL FUROR DELLE TEMPESTE. BREVE VITA DI VINCENZO 
BELLINI) 
  
First Publisher: Piemme edizioni 

Publication date: 19th April 2022 

Pages: 350 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

AN EVOCATIVE AND FASCINATING TALE ABOUT ONE OF 
THE MASTERS OF ITALIAN OPERA. A SUPERBLY 

CONCEIVED STORY TO EXPLORE THE MAN AND THE 
GENIUS BEHIND THE FIGURE OF VINCENZO BELLINI. 

 
December 26, 1831. The debut of Norma on the stage of La Scala in Milan marks both the creative 
peak of Vincenzo Bellini’s music and a terrible fiasco, that pushes the Sicilian to flee the theater in 
chaos and wander about in a cold city. A man is following him, impeccable in his elegance but distant 
and haughty in his bearing; a figure who, enveloped in a cloud of mystery, appears throughout the 
musician’s life - an existence that resembles a novel, and that the pages portray in the light of an 
inexhaustible and all-consuming passion. From his childhood in Catania with few resources, to the 
difficult years of his education in Naples, and then the debut in the opera, the traveling, the fame, his 
moving to Milan and the excesses, the legendary repertoire of unhappy love affairs. One with the 
young Maddalena, daughter of judge Fumaroli. The dangerous and controversial liaison with Giuditta 
Cantù. The subtle seductions of Giuditta Pasta. The ethereal and unfulfilled desire for Maria Malibran, 
absolute diva and sublime interpreter, in the London season of the composer. And then Paris, the 
onset of his illness and his early death, the romantic solitude of the genius and the enigma of the dark 
admirer who finally opens up his vault of secrets, unraveling the plot of the narration. Tiles of a 
fascinating mosaic and the story of a universe - that of Italian melodrama - that the author’s pen 
transforms into a formidable adventure, between precise historical reconstruction and fiction, faithful 
to the limpid truths of his biography, as well as to the betrayals of invention. ”Bellini rewrote, but with 
a stubbornness that he had shown just a handful of times. Norma, only that name would appear. He 
would never accept to call the magnificent and lunar face any other way, the face that, like Narcissus 
over the murderous pool of water, he already saw emerging from the untouched musical staff.” 
  
Luigi La Rosa was born in Messina in 1974, and lives between Italy and Paris. He collaborates with 
newspapers and magazines, teaches creative writing, and for Rizzoli-Bur he curated the volumes 
Pensieri di Natale (”Christmas thoughts”), Pensieri Erotici (”Erotic thoughts”), L’anno che verrà (“The 
year that’s about to come”) and L’alfabeto dell’amore (”The alphabet of love”). One of his short stories 
appeared in the collection Quello che c'è tra di noi - storie d'amore omosessuale (”What’s between us - 
stories of homosexual love”), Manni Editori. He is the author of Solo a Parigi e non altrove - una guida 
sentimentale (”Only in Paris and not elsewhere - a sentimental guide”) and Quel nome è amore (”That 
name is love”). For Touring Club he curated the literary and artistic section of the latest green guide 
to Paris. His previous novel L’uomo senza inverno (”The man without winter”) a novel dedicated to 
Gustave Caillebote (2020) has been published by Piemme in 2020.  
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Author: ANGELO MOLICA FRANCO 
Title: THE EXTRAORDINARY DARKNESS 
           (IL BUIO STRAORDINARIO) 
 
Pages:  250 
First Publisher: Giulio Perrone Editore 
Publication date: 17th Marzo 2023 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
AN INVESTIGATION ON THE ORIGIN AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF HOMOSEXUAL IDENTITY 
WITHIN THE 20TH CENTURY, STARTING FROM 
THE SHARPEST SPOTLIGHT OF REALITY, THE 
ONLY NON-IDEOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE DEVICE 
WE HAVE: LITERATURE.  

A PASSIONATE AND CULTURED, INTIMATE AND 
POP REFLECTION ON THE BUMPY ROAD OF 

HOMOSEXUALS TO LIVE IN THE SUNLIGHT AND ABANDON THE GUILT OF 
DARKNESS.  

Is quick to say homosexual. When, at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, Freud discovered 
that submerged and bursting emotional magma of passions and instincts called the 
unconscious - that antechamber of the conscious will that precedes and generates it -, he was 
in fact pronouncing that the destiny of the modern being, child of progress, would be 
restlessness. With the industrial revolution, in the transition from the rural world to the new 
world, man in fact breaks the chains of imitation and continuation of the past, but at the same 
time loses the contours of his own identity. And it is at that precise moment of crisis of 
creation, as villages turn into cities and the train connects the world, that the different people 
widen the horizon of their landscape and realise they are not alone. In The Extraordinary 
Darkness, Angelo Molica Franco therefore investigates the origin and development of 
homosexual identity within the 20th century, starting from the sharpest spotlight of reality, 
the only non-ideological knowledge device we have: literature. From Gide's The Immoralist 
and Forster's Maurice, through Proust's Sodom and Gomorrah and Isherwood's Farewell to 
Berlin, to Barthes’ A Lover’s Discourse: Fragments and Tondelli's Other Libertines, the author 
searches for and interprets in the pages of the classics decade after decade the facts, customs 
and memories of generations of homosexuals in the short century. Interweaving documents, 
letters, paintings and songs, and gracefully scattering snapshots of biographical narrative - 
proving that no work of art is possible without personal compromise -, the result is a 
passionate and cultured, intimate and pop reflection on the bumpy road of homosexuals to 
live in the sunlight and abandon the guilt of darkness.  

Angelo Molica Franco is a journalist, writer and translator. He writes for the pages of il 
Venerdì di Repubblica and il Fatto Quotidiano. His short stories have been published by La 
Repubblica and Il Foglio. He is the author of A Parigi con Colette (Giulio Perrone Editore, 2018). 
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Author: DANIELA PARESCHI 
Title: WONDERFUL ANIMALS  
            (ANIMALI BELLISSIMI) 
Age: 5+ 
Size: 23 x 30,5 cm 
Pages:  44 
First Publisher: Il Barbagianni Editore 
Publication date: Marzo 2023 
 

Rights: Worldwide (on behalf of Barbagianni editore) 
 

THROUGH MAGNIFICENT ILLUSTRATIONS, A BOOK FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG READERS THAT GATHERS 
ANIMALS INTO NEW CATEGORIES. AN EDUCATIONAL 
BOOK THAT INVITES YOU TO TRAVEL WITH YOUR 
IMAGINATION AND DISCOVER THE WONDERFUL WORLD 
OF ANIMALS IN A NEW WAY. 
 

What do the arctic fox and the stonefish have in 
common? And the ostrich and the elephant seal? 
Science has always categorised animals according to a 
rigid and complex classification. But what would 
happen if we used a different, immediately 
comprehensible criterion, juxtaposing species that are 
very far apart but share a significant characteristic? 
The result would be imaginative but reasoned 
categories, ironic but verified, discovering 
extraordinary creatures, animals... beautiful!  
INDEX: 
1. Those with horns 
2. Those with moustaches 
3. Those that fly (but are not birds)                                            
4. Those with hair 
5. The very small ones 
6. The very big ones 
7. The very colourful ones 
8. The ones with spots 
9 The ones with fangs 
10. The bright ones 
11. Those difficult to see 
12. Those with long legs 
13. Those who defy gravity 
14. Those that swell 
15. Those with quills 
16. Those with shells 
17. Those that sleep a lot 
18. Those that live longer than humans 
19. The fantastic ones 
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Daniela Pareschi Illustrator and painter, she has published illustrated books for several publishing 
houses and her works have been exhibited in group and solo exhibitions. In 2018, her illustrations 
were selected for the Bologna Children's Book Fair. 
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Author: ENRICO PEDEMONTE 
Title: FEAR OF SCIENCE. THE ERA OF DISTRUST 
FROM CREATIONISM TO ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 
           (PAURA DELLA SCIENZA. L’ETÀ DELLA 
SFIDUCIA DAL CREAZIONISMO 
ALL’INTELLIGENZA ARTIFICIALE) 
 

Pages:  279 
First Publisher: Treccani Libri 
Publication date: 16TH September 2022 
 

Rights sold: Editura Cetatea de Scaun (Romania) 
Arabic Rights: Offer pending 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 
 

FIRST REPRINT AFTER TWO MONTHS! 
 
"Fear in science is just one chapter of the Great Rage, which is the hallmark of the age we are living 
in. But it is not a marginal chapter because science, in addition to being a tool in the hands of Power, 
is now the fabric of our society, the indispensable tool on which the decisions of those who govern us 
are based, the most powerful means of observing reality and trying to interpret it”. Enrico 
Pedemonte 
 
"A fundamental book for understanding this strange era we are living in. I recommend it not only to 
those who deal with science, but also to philosophers, sociologists, those who deal with digital or 
communication... in short, to all those who practice (or should) critical thinking." Marco Filoni 
 
“A book that clearly addresses how the role of Science in society evolves, between knowledge and 
fear.”  Il Sole 24 Ore 
 
"Pedemonte draws precisely on the journalist's background to reconstruct, as if it were a crime still 
without guilt, the loss of confidence in Western science. He does so from stories and characters he 
has come across over the years as a journalist in the field or that he has reconstructed through 
painstaking archival work." La Repubblica 
 
"Pedemonte's book follows step by step everything that has happened in the last half century to re-
construct how this epistemological abjection came about. And it squares the lies of scientists driven 
by self-interest or blind hypertrophy, it squares the bungling of Big Pharma, the spins of political 
alignments, perhaps in good faith but certainly confusing public opinion." La Repubblica Salute 
 
Why are many people suspicious of or hostile towards vaccines, that nonetheless have saved 
so many lives? Starting from this question, Enrico Pedemonte goes back to the origins of 
distrust in science, today widespread: to the reasons that pushed American Evangelists to 
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create an alternative to Darwinism, industry (from tobacco to oil) to make colossal 
investments in order to challenge scientific consensus, environmentalists to discredit 
biotech, the postmodern movement to attack the certainties of experts. While the roots of 
anti-vax denialism emerge, the author demonstrates how research has unfortunately 
become an increasingly privatized field, in which scams are growing by the number. And he 
reaches the conclusion that “the rebellion” against science is just another form through 
which individuals oppose Power. In this context, artificial intelligence is taking on a central 
role in the ongoing technological revolution: destined to change the world at a never-seen-
before rate, perhaps to become the only science, AI promises to solve many dramatic 
problems of the planet. The downside is that it depends on a progressively limited number 
of private companies. The public control of this immense Power therefore becomes an 
essential objective to contain and defeat the growing skepticism and rage (also) towards 
science. 
 
Enrico Pedemonte, a University Degree in Physics, is a journalist and writer. He was a 
reporter for “Secolo XIX”, a correspondent from New York City for “Espresso”, managing 
editor of “Repubblica” and editor-in-chief of “Pagina99”. He is currently a contributor for the 
monthly magazine “Limes”. He focused on science and technology, international politics 
and economy. He published the essays Personal Media (Bollati Boringhieri, 1998), Morte e 
resurrezione dei giornali (“Death and resurrection of newspapers”, Garzanti, 2010) and, 
together with Vincenzo Tagliasco, Vantaggi dello sboom demografico (“Advantages of the 
demographic drop”, FrancoAngeli, 1996) and Genova per chi (“Genoa for whom”, Trilli 
editore, 2006). He also wrote two novels: La seconda vita (“The second life”, Frassinelli, 2018) 
and L’ultima partita (“The last game”, Rizzoli, 2022). 
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Author: FOSCA SALMASO 
Title: MY SISTER 
 (MIA SORELLA) 
  
First Publisher: Il Saggiatore   

Publication date: 21st April, 2022 

Pages: 160 

Rights: Worldwide 

ENGLISH AND FRENCH SAMPLES AVAILABLE 
 

FINALIST AT GIUSEPPE BERTO AWARD 2022 

THIS IS THE STORY OF TWO TWIN SISTERS SEPARATED FOREVER BY AN ACCIDENT AT 
SEA: OF ALICE, CRIPPLED BY GUILT; OF HER MOTHER, WHO HAS GONE MAD WITH 
GRIEF; AND OF EGLE, APPEARED OUT OF NOWHERE AND WRAPPED IN MYSTERY. 

 
AN UNSETTLING AND MAGNETIC NOVEL ABOUT THE DARK ENERGIES SURROUNDING 

EVERY DISAPPEARANCE. 
A NOVEL THAT CANNOT GO UNNOTICED. 

 
«A natural and surprising style in dark and unsettling colors, that is far from elaborate but 

nonetheless full of emotion, that aims at reaching all readers»   
Andrea Gentile – editorial director of ”Il Saggiatore” 

 
My sister is a debut in which the simplicity of the style manages to accumulate a fibrillating 

narrative tension where the horror seems sweet, at first glance, and instead manages to frighten 
through a gradual solidity in the power of distorting reality. With intelligent and measured passion, 
Fosca Salmaso appears to have read and chewed the psychological novels of Joyce Carol Oates - such 

as Black Water - but, in particular, a book like Lizzie by another great American author, Shirley 
Jackson. Corriere della Sera 

 
“In Salmaso's novel Matilda's death plays as an incubator and generator of centrifugal trajectories 
that end up mixing with supernatural elements linked to a status of reality that homogeneously 

mixes the world of the living and that of the dead”. L’Indice dei Libri 
 

It must have been at that point, when she lowered her eyes and saw the pool spreading on the marble 
floor, under her belly, that my mother started to believe that water is the element that ruins things. 
My father didn’t immediately understand what was going on. He was chewing on the salmon when he 
saw my mother getting up and just standing there, eyes wide open in shock while staring at the 
restaurant floor. Did death walk past you, he asked her - in my family that’s what you used to say when 
someone was caught staring at something -, and she shook her head, she shook her head and started to 
cry, because she knew he would be ashamed of her. 
That’s the first thing that came to her mind, when her waters broke. That my father would be ashamed 
of her. 
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Since her twin sister died in front of her eyes in a tragic accident at sea, young Alice is completely 
alone: her father left the family, her mother closed herself in grief, her friends and classmates drifted 
away. The girl spends her days between home and school, surrounded by silence and the outbursts of 
her mother - who seems to accuse her of surviving her twin - and by the sound of the waves lapping 
the island she lives on. 
One day, Egle joins her class. Egle who appeared out of nowhere. Egle who never speaks. Egle who is 
so similar to her sister. When her new classmate asks her if she can stop by and pick up some notes, 
Alice can’t believe that someone could actually come bring a breath of fresh air to their apartment 
which her mother has turned into a suffocating memorial, with framed pictures, untouchable relics 
and rooms where it is forbidden to enter. 
What Egle doesn’t know is that every time a storm is raging the communication lines between the 
islands are interrupted, so at the first drops of rain she will be stuck there, indefinitely, «prisoner» of 
the two women. But what Alice doesn’t know is that inside Egle shines an evil and mysterious shadow: 
a shadow that connects her to Matilde with a ghostly thread, and that will grow, hour after hour, until 
it will envelop everything. 
Fosca Salmaso debuts with a novel where the familiar and phantasmic echoes of Shirley Jackson live. 
My sister guides the reader though the threshold between an imponderable reality and a seductive 
insanity, between the land of the living and the abyss of the unknown; on that line between the night 
and its double that can be crossed only by stepping on the ashes of a sacrifice.  
 
“My sister is a promising young author’s debut novel. Fosca Salmaso, twenty-five years old, was born 
in Venice on a «rainy day», as she herself likes to tell. 
Upon the very first reading of the manuscript, it is impressive how limpid and refined her voice is. 
The imagination shaping this novel works as a power cable: a number of images flow through it like 
electric flickers, until a switch is turned on and everything lights up. There’s an island, on this island 
there’s a house, in this house live two women, mother and daughter, devastated by grief. The one for 
the loss of the other twin sister, drowned at sea a few years back, whose death destroyed the family: 
the father left, the mother buried herself in an obsessive heartbreak, the surviving twin cannot move 
on. A story where almost exclusively women appear on the scene: women damaged by life, desperate 
and at the same time waiting for something, women bound by blood and silence, ghosts that are still 
living. Until someone arrives in their empty and faded house: a new woman, another young girl 
coming from nowhere, kind, affectionate, through whom - maybe - all that was lost can be found 
again. A natural and surprising style in dark and unsettling colors, that is far from elaborate but 
nonetheless full of emotion, that aims at reaching all readers. A story that takes us to the most 
intimate heart of our contemporary world, in all its moods and contrasting sentiments. A story that 
belongs to everyone, magnetic and fast-paced, told by a new voice that will spur talks, discussions, 
that will scare you and make you fall in love.” 
 Andrea Gentile – editorial director of ”Il Saggiatore” 

 
Fosca Salmaso was born in Venice in 1996. She left her island after high school to go 
work as a bartender in the UK and then moved to Turin, where she got her Master’s 
degree in Storytelling & Performing Arts at Scuola Holden. 
She is co-author of the play Fred dal whiskey facile (”Whiskey-happy Fred”) and of the 
script of the independent short film Sangue – Del ventre tuo (”Blood - Of your 
womb”), based on one of her short stories. She worked as a freelance copywriter. Three 
of her short stories have been exhibited at Fondazione Ricerca Molinette. My sister is 
her first novel. My sister is her debut novel. 
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Author: ERIKA ANNA SAVIO 
Title: YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS DREAM IN 
TECHNICOLOR 
 (I RAGAZZI SOGNANO IN TECHNICOLOR) 
  
First Publisher: Astoria  

Publication date: January, 2023 

Pages: 320 

Rights: Worldwide 

 

A POWERFUL DEBUT, FULL OF GRACE AND 
REALISM. A NOVEL FOR EVERYONE WHO WAS 

YOUNG IN THE 1980S. FOR READERS OF 
VALENTINA D'URBANO IL RUMORE DEI TUOI 

PASSI AND FEDERICO MOCCIA TRE METRI 
SOPRA IL CIELO BEST SELLERS SET IN THE 1980S. 

A COMING-OF-AGE NOVEL IMMERSED IN THE COLORS AND ATMOSPHERE OF 
THE 1980S 

WITH A DRY AND PRECISE LANGUAGE, THE NOVEL TELLS US ABOUT THE 
CHANGES THAT LISA FACES IN SOLITUDE, THE DISCOVERY OF AN EARLY 

SEXUALITY, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, THE VIOLENT AND DEGRADED CONTEXT OF 
THE DORMITORY NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE SHE FINDS HERSELF, BUT ALSO THE 

DISCOVERY OF LOVE, THE NURTURING OF FRIENDSHIP, AND THAT TIRELESS 
SEARCH FOR CONNECTIONS THAT WILL GIVE MEANING AND A TURNING POINT 

TO HER LIFE. 

FROM A SEASIDE TOWN IN LIGURIA TO THE OUTSKIRTS OF TURIN, A YOUNG 
GIRL FINDS HERSELF IN A HARSH AND DIFFICULT REALITY THAT SHE CANNOT 

QUITE UNDERSTAND. AMID SOCIAL DISTRESS, DRUGS AND SMALL-SCALL CRIME, 
ONLY FRIENDSHIP AND A YOUNG LOVE WILL BE ABLE TO SAVE THE FRAIL. 

 
Those fabulous ‘80s. When something brakes, can it ever go back to the way it was before? 
This is what Lisa wonders, and in her twelve-year-old turmoil she tries to convince herself 
that yes, everything can go back to the way it was before. You simply have to pretend nothing 
is wrong, try not to think about it. But sometimes, not even this is enough to survive.  
Turin, the end of the 1980s. Lisa is a shy girl who, after her parents’ separation, has moved 
together with her mother and younger brother from a beach town to a run-down 
neighborhood. Besides having to start a new life from scratch, she now has to deal with a 
mother who delegates the responsibility of her brother to her, who is not capable of caring for 
her and forces her to live with with a new, dangerous lover. Abruptly catapulted without any 
footholds, she tries to fit in the new environment by taking on the behavior and language of 
her peers, until she makes friends with some of them, like “Crazy Horse” Alex. It’s them who 
become the pivot of the story, and it’s them who will search for a way out.   
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With a dry and precise style, the novel describes the changes that Lisa faces on her own, her 
early sexual awakening, the neglect of the neighborhood she lives in, but also her hopes and 
dreams, the discovery of love, the care for friendship, and that endless search for bonds that 
will give meaning and mark a turning point in her life. 
 
Erika Anna Savio was born in Turin in 1976, and grew up in the Mirafiori Sud area, under the 
chimney stacks of Fiat. She graduated in Modern Literature at university and has been a 
journalist since 2013, continuing to delve into the life of the suburbs with her two social 
research and territorial commentary books Mirafiori Sud, vita e storie oltre la fabbrica 
(“Mirafiori Sud, life and stories beyond the factory”), and Mirafiori Nord, la fabbrica del 
cambiamento (“Mirafiori Nord, the factory of change”, Graphot Editore, 2014 and 2017), 
created and written together with urban planner Federico Guiati. A few of her unpublished 
short stories have been mentioned in literary prizes and published in magazines. She teaches 
Italian in middle school. This is her debut novel. 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 Author: DANIELE SCALISE 
 Title:     A PLACE BENEATH THIS SKY 
                (UN POSTO SOTTO QUESTO CIELO) 
 
 Pages:   300 
 First Publisher: Longanesi 
 Publication: May 2023 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

THE NOVEL ABOUT EDGARDO MORTARA STORY 
 
MARCO BELLOCCHIO’S NEXT MOVIE IT WILL BE 
BASED ON THE SCALISE’S NON-FICTION BOOK. 
THE CONVERTION IS ABOUT EDGARDO MORTARA 
STORY, A JEWISH CHILD (BOLOGNA, ITALY, 1858) 
WHO, HAVING BEEN SECRETLY BAPTIZED AT THE 
AGE OF 7, WAS KIDNAPPED BY THE POPE AND 

EDUCATED TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH TO BECOME A PRIEST.  
 

THE RELEASE OF THE FILM IS EXPECTED IN THE ROOMS AND PLATFORMS BY 
HALF 2023. 

 
"At the Catechumens and then again in the college at San Pietro in Vincoli, I was told but not 
explained, that for my own good I had to remain separated from my parents, that God had 
chosen that twisted path and I had a duty to obey His high will.  
First I despaired but then I resigned myself. Or so I believed. Some said that I was showing 
signs of decompensation, that I was impatient and impatient. A way of saying I was crazy. If 
there were those who thought me undeserving, there were others who suspected that I was 
lying and ready to deny grace. Everyone always had an opinion about me without ever asking 
mine.  
When I turned fourteen, Pius IX felt the time had come for me to know from his voice how I 
had become a Christian. He told me of the sacrament received in swaddling clothes, of the 
illness remitted, of the servant girl who had been an instrument of salvation and rebirth. I did 
not seem to hear about myself. No one cared if I suffered or how much or if I was certain of my 
belonging to Holy Mother Church. I would have answered loyally: of course I was certain that I 
belonged to Christ's people, but this had never dulled, not even for a moment, the pain that 
oppressed me.” 
 
Daniele Scalise, author of the essay Il caso Mortara. La vera storia del bambino ebreo rapito dal 
papa (Mondadori in 1997-2023), is considered one of the  leading expert about this incredible 
true story. For 5 years Daniele Scalise has investigated in Vatican Secret Archives and has 
researched in the monasteries where Edgardo Mortara lived, finding his secret diaries and 
many important documents. The novel is based on this unique documentation: A place 
beneath this sky, after a fierce auction with five Italian publishers, will be released by 
Longanesi in May 2023.  
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Daniele Scalise, writer and journalist, has worked for RAI as director and programmist, and 
for Quotidiani Associati as war zones correspondant. 
In his writing he has committed on racial and sexual discrimination (antisemitism and 
omophoby). Lettera di un padre omosessuale alla figlia (Rizzoli, 2008) is a letter to explain his 
omosexuality to his daughter. The essay Il caso Mortara. La vera storia del bambino ebreo 
rapito dal papa (Mondadori, 1997) is the book on which is inspired the new film by Marco 
Bellocchio La Conversione (Spring 2023).  



Walkabout Literary Agency Narrative Non-fiction 

www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 

 

 

  _ 
 
Author: DANIELE SCALISE 
Title: EDGARDO MORTARA CASE. 
(IL CASO MORTARA) 

 

Pages: 250 
First Publisher: Mondadori 
Publication: 1997 – new edition March, 2023 

Rights: Worldwide 

Film rights: Kavac Film 
 

 
MARCO BELLOCCHIO’S NEXT MOVIE IT WILL BE 
BASED ON THE SCALISE’S BOOK. THE CONVERTION IS 
ABOUT EDGARDO MORTARA STORY, A JEWISH 

CHILD (BOLOGNA, ITALY, 1858) WHO, HAVING BEEN SECRETLY BAPTIZED AT 
THE AGE OF 7, WAS KIDNAPPED BY THE POPE AND EDUCATED TO THE 
CATHOLIC FAITH TO BECOME A PRIEST. 

 

THE RELEASE OF THE FILM IS EXPECTED IN THE ROOMS AND PLATFORMS BY 
HALF 2023. 

 

 

About the film: 
La conversione 
Director: Marco Bellocchio 
Writers: Stefano Massini e Susanna Nicchiarelli 
Co-Production: IBCmovie and Kavac Film with Rai Cinema. 

 
"What interests Bellocchio - the words of the CEO of Rai Cinema Paolo Del Brocco to 
'Variety' - is the mystery of conversion, which originates in a terrible violence perpetrated 
against a child. Faced with such a complex historical event Bellocchio will have the approach 
of an agnostic artist ". 
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Bologna, June, 1858: The papal guards, by order of the Inquisition, snatch from his parents 
arms a child of seven, Edgardo Mortara, son of a modest jew merchant, who was secretly 
baptized by his Catholic maid. To free Edgardo intervened unnecessarily Napoleon III, 
Emperor Franz Joseph and the president of the United States. The adamant Pope Pius IX, 
renamed Edgardo and directs him to an ecclesiastical career. Don Pio-Edgardo spends a life 
tormented by a deep manic-depressive neurosis. His private diaries, that the author of the 
book has found in a Roman convent, reveal the drama of a man turned into a symbol. 

 

Daniele Scalise, writer and journalist, has worked for RAI as director and programmist, and 
for Quotidiani Associati as war zones correspondant. In his writing he has committed on 
racial and sexual discrimination (antisemitism and omophoby). Lettera di un padre 
omosessuale alla figlia (Rizzoli, 2008) is a letter to explain his omosexuality to his daughter. 
The essay Il caso Mortara. La vera storia del bambino ebreo rapito dal papa was published by 
Mondadori in 1997 and in Spring 2022 is planned a new edition. Thanks to this 
pubblication, Daniele Scalise is considered one of the leading expert about this 
incredible story. 
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Author: GENNARO SERIO 
Title: LUDMILLA AND THE CROW 
     (LUDMILLA E IL CORVO) 
 
First Publisher: L’Orma editore 
Publication date: 17th March 2023 
Pages 170 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
French Rights: Option Publisher/ L’Ormà editions 
 
FROM THE AUTHOR OF NOCTURNE OF GIBRALTAR, A 
NOVEL OF UNBRIDLED IMAGINATION. 

 
THE LATEST NOVEL BY THE 2019 CALVIN PRIZE WINNER 

 
NOTTURNO DI GIBILTERRA - Rights sold: L’Ormà editions (France) 

 
LUDMILLA AND THE CROW IS THE TALE OF A PRICELESS DISCOVERY FOR THE 
HISTORY OF LITERATURE: THE FOURTH NOVEL BY FRANZ KAFKA, DER RABE. 

 
"One with a voice like that makes all the difference."  

Paolo di Paolo - Venerdì di Repubblica 
 

"I listened to the bewitching music of Gennaro Serio with great respect and true 
gratitude on behalf of the neglected companion Literature." Sandra Petrignani 

 
"In September 1923, while walking in a park in Berlin, Dora and Franz came across a crying little 
girl, inconsolable at the offer of a caress and even an ice cream. Kafka asked the little girl what 
could have given her so much grief. The little girl said she could no longer find her doll, the one 
she had shared so many hours of happiness with. She thought she had lost it in the park. Kafka 
almost cried, Dora said, but without being noticed by the little girl. He said, I know where your 
doll is. How do you know, the little girl asked. She wrote me a letter for you, said Kafka, I have 
it at home, if you want I'll go and get it. Yes? asked the little girl, really? Yes, take it, please. My 
name is Franz, Kafka introduced himself. I Ludmilla, said the little girl." 
 
A little girl loses her doll. To console her, a now sick writer invents the letters that this doll 
sends her, telling her about her travels and adventures. Thus was born Franz Kafka's last novel, 
The Raven, considered lost until 2 August 1962, when an Icelandic scholar found it near 
Coimbra. Gennaro Serio's astonishing new book takes its cue from this literary premise to 
launch us on a phantasmagorical tour de force from Iceland to Portugal, where toys talk, or 
rather write (and very well too), crows fall in love and a sect of literary fanatics dream of 
destroying the work of the writer they adore. 
 
This epistolary novel, we learn from the narrator, would be the result of a series of letters 
Kafka wrote to console a little girl he met in Berlin while on a famous walk in Steglitz Park 
during the spring of 1923. For several weeks the writer produced daily letters in which the doll 
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explained her reasons to her friend of yesteryear; at the park Kafka read his writings to the 
little girl, until the little girl forgot about the loss and consoled herself with the story she had 
received in return; in the last letter, the doll announced her marriage and a warm farewell. 
 
The second narrative strand tells of the exploits of a famous Icelandic critic, who arrives in 
Coimbra in 1962 on the tracks of Der Rabe. The critic, nicknamed "Agrimensore" ("the land 
surveyor") by the narrator, after a long hunt of which some details are recounted, arrives at 
the door of a winemaker, who, according to his research, is said to be in possession of the 
manuscript. The man, without any hesitations, confirms that he has the precious document 
with him, but that he is also surprised by the request: the manuscript he keeps is written in 
Portuguese and is titled O cuorvo, with an oversight in the spelling of the Portuguese word 
for "raven": corvo. From this point on, every time the Agrimensore tries to get his hands on 
the manuscript he is caught in a vertigo, a kind of Stendhal syndrome, and falls asleep.  
 
The narrator, who reconstructs the land Agrimensore's misadventure, intrudes little by little 
into the tale, and reveals another truth: he has read Der Rabe, and transcribes a decisive 
passage from it: in this version the doll is a writer, and she is the author of the letters, or rather 
of the epistolary novel, of which we read some passages. In one of them, in order to cheer up 
an elegant, thin, unhealthy-looking gentleman, who was sitting on a bench crying, at the park 
in Steglitz, the writer tells him one of her stories.  
From the author of Notturno di Gibilterra, a novel of unbridled imagination. 
 

PRESS REVIEW OF HIS DEBUT NOVEL 
 

«A detective story in its own right [...] that contrasts the increasingly consumerist levels of the genre 
with a novel of great pleasure and enjoyment, refined structure and writing.» 
Ermanno Paccagnini, La Lettura 
 

«Truly a happy pen that of Gennaro Serio. Like his hyper detective, inside he is just everyone else, he 
is a reckless troublemaker who constructs a literary detective story, a disruptive and, at times, 
impertinent adventure novel. With a broad, happily disrespectful style, as happens only to talented 
young people or great old men.» 
Marcello Fois, Tuttolibri 
 

«It is not often that one comes across a debut of such surprising and in some ways disarming quality, 
when referring to an author who is barely thirty years old, and yet shows an already defined 
physiognomy and, in the meantime, a complete mastery of his own linguistic-stylistic means.» 
Massimo Raffaeli, Alias 
 

«A funambulistic, free, experimental, very brave work [...], a personal tribute to literariness and a 
labyrinth of stories in which one has the pleasure of getting lost, without wanting to get out.» 
La Repubblica 
 

Gennaro Serio was born in Naples in 1989; he has lived in Naples, Rome, Paris, and Athens, 
where he currently resides. After graduating in political science in Naples (Federico II), and a 
master's degree in journalism in Rome (Luiss). As journalist, he collaborates with "Alias 
Domenica," the Sunday literary insert of Il Manifesto and with "Il Venerdì di Repubblica." 
With his first novel, Notturno di Gibilterra (L'orma, 2020), he won the Italo Calvino Prize 
2019, and was critically acclaimed. Ludmilla ad the Crow is his second novel. 
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Author: ENRICO TERRINONI 
Title: JOYCE AND SVEVO. THE LIFE OF THE     
OTHER 

           (JOYCE AND SVEVO. LA VITA DELL’ALTRO) 
 

First Publisher: Bompiani 
Publication date: September 2023 
Pages: 300 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

THERE ARE TWO WRITERS WHO, OPENING GLIMPSES INTO THE ABYSS OF THE MIND, 
RADICALLY CHANGED TWENTIETH-CENTURY LITERATURE: JAMES JOYCE AND ITALO 
SVEVO. TWO FRIENDS: ONE IRISH, AN EXILE IN ITALY, AND THE OTHER JEWISH, IN 

IRREDENT TRIESTE, WHO LED TWO PARALLEL EXISTENCES LINKED BY CRUCIAL 
ELECTIVE AFFINITIES. AND THE CHARACTERS THEY CREATED ARE THEIR DARK MIRROR. 

FROM ONE OF THE LEADING EXPERT AND TRANSLATOR OF JOYCE’S WORKS, AN 
EXTRAORDINARY NON-FCICTION NOVEL. 

 
Joyce and Svevo, despite their age difference, immediately became close, confidants, after the first 
took to giving English lessons to the second. In return, Joyce could discuss literature with him, freely 
and frankly and critically. The lessons were merely a pretext for artistic, cultural and political 
digressions, open to Europe and the world.  
Joyce would ask Svevo for opinions on his autobiographical novel, and Svevo would give Joyce his 
published but unnoticed books to read. It would be the Irishman who would bring them back into the 
limelight, praising them in international literary circles.  
Svevo and Joyce were an odd couple, united first and foremost by fears: fears related to death, but not 
only. Joyce feared being assassinated should he return to Dublin after the publication of Ulysses. But 
long before that, so many other things had terrified him: water, thunder, lightning, dogs.  
The Jewish Bloom is largely modeled on Italo Svevo. The similarities are in the behaviors, the 
undaunted resilience, the black mood, and the comic resilience. 
Enrico Terrinoni one of Europe's foremost experts on James Joyce, constructs through a fictionalized 
biography, an extraordinary friendship: that between Joyce and Svevo that was not only an incredible 
literary understanding, but also a parallel biographical and artistic journey. Two existences that looked 
at each other in the mirror, marked by correspondences and similarities. Affinities that they will 
certainly have discussed, in the many conversations disguised as English classes, and then ended up 
tracing the psychological profiles of Zeno and Bloom, their main characters. 
The duality that Svevo had embodied in life, and from which Joyce drew his theory of split 
personalities, was also revealed in death. It was a deep friendship, that between Joyce and Svevo, a 
friendship that deserves to be recounted: two existences that intersected, two friends who had in mind 
to live, each the life of the other. 
 
Enrico Terrinoni holds the Chair of English Literature at the University for Foreigners in Perugia and 
teaches Translation at the IULM University in Milan. In 2019 he was 'Visiting Professor' at the 
University of Notre Dame where he currently co-directs the Global Ulysses project, and previously 
'Mendel Fellow' at the Lilly Rare Manuscripts Library, University of Indiana, 'Research Fellow' at 
University College Dublin, and 'Research Scholar' at Marsh's Library, Dublin. 
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His books include Beyond Dwells Silence. Translating Literature (Il Saggiatore, 2019), Joyce and the 
Occult (Cambridge SP, 2008), James Joyce and the End of the Novel (Carocci, 2015), Who's Afraid of the 
Classics? (Chronopius, 2020) and On all the living and the dead. Joyce in Rome (Feltrinelli, 2022). With 
Declan Kiberd (editor of Ulysses for Penguin), is co-editor of a text on Joyce's Ulysses with 
contributions by Mario Vargas Llosa, Jhumpa Lahiri, Yanis Varoufakis, Joseph O'Connor, Tim Parks 
and Edoardo Camurri. 
 
He has collaborated with publishers Mondadori, Feltrinelli, Bompiani, Einaudi, Il Saggiatore, Newton 
Compton, Safarà, Del Vecchio, and Paginauno. He has translated and edited works by James Joyce 
(Ulysses, Finnegans Wake, Letters and Essays), Oscar Wilde (The Happy Prince, Vera or The Nihilists, 
The Portrait of Dorian Gray), George Bernard Shaw (St. Joan), George Orwell (1984 and Animal Farm), 
Nathaniel Hawthorne (The Scarlet Letter), Alasdair Gray (Lanark, 1982 Janine), Bobby Sands (Writings 
from Prison) and many others. He is the Italian translator of the President of Ireland Michael D. 
Higgins whose Poems and Writings on Revolution he edited. He is the author of countless essays and 
introductions on other writers such as Arthur Conan Doyle, Laurence Sterne, Jonathan Swift, 
Giordano Bruno, D.H. Lawrence, William Shakespeare and Simon Armitage. 
  
He has lectured in more than twenty countries, and participated in radio broadcasts such as 
Fahrenheit, La lingua batte and Tutta l'umanità ne parla on Radio3, and Moncrief on Raidió Teilifís 
Éireann (Irish Radio and Television). He writes for Il manifesto, Left-Avvenimenti and Il tascabile and 
his contributions over the years have appeared in Tuttolibri, Robinson, Il venerdì, La lettura, 
Repubblica, Il Corriere della Sera, The Irish Times, The Times (Ireland), Il Messaggero, Nuovi 
argomenti, Alfabeta2, Minima&moralia, Doppiozero. He participated in the programme Punto di 
svolta (Rai3) with Edoardo Camurri and in the upcoming fiction on Francesco Totti (Sky). 
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Author: LINDA TRAVERSI 
Title: THE BENCH OF DIFFICULT THINGS 
(LA PANCHINA DELLE COSE DIFFICILI) 
 
First Publisher: Einaudi EL 
Publication date: March, 2022 
Pages: 320 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 

SELECTED BY BANCARELLINO AWARD 2023 

 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 

 

“Maybe Spring is making everybody crazy, not only my sister. Or maybe it’s the subtle 
movements that occur again and again, like the Earth shifting slowly in the universe, and there’s 
that moment when you realize that everything you used to know is suddenly unrecognizable. 
It’s me, but it’s not me. It’s us, but it’s not us.” 
 
STELLA IS THIRTEEN YEARS OLD, AND HAS A HAND THAT PEOPLE DON’T EXPECT. 
SHE FEELS ACCEPTED ONLY AMONG THE MARINE CREATURES THAT SHE DRAWS 
IN HER NOTEBOOK, BUT SHE DOESN’T KNOW THAT HER WORLD IS ABOUT TO 
CHANGE. THERE’S A REAL PLACE READY TO WELCOME HER, AND IT’S VERY CLOSE, 
IN THE NEARBY PARK, ON A BENCH… 

A BOOK FOR ALL YOUNG READERS AND, IN PARTICULAR, FOR ADOLESCENTS 
WHO IN SOME WAY FEEL UNIQUE AND DIFFERENT.  

A DELICATE AND INTENSE NOVEL ABOUT DIVERSITY AND HOW DIFFICULT IT IS 
TO ACCEPT YOURSELF AND BE ACCEPTED BY OTHERS. 

THE STORY OF A SHARING SPACE WHERE YOU LEARN TO RECOGNIZE AND 
ACCEPT YOUR DIVERSITY AND THAT OF OTHERS. 

“The whale is coming out pretty well. It’s not the typical whale you see in cartoons, with a giant 
Godzilla face and a tail shrinking to the size of a pet goldfish. I drew her lean and flat, with lines 
across her belly. She has huge strong fins like those of a hundred-year-old turtle. She rarely goes 
up to the surface and sings when she’s feeling lonely. This isn’t in the drawing, but I imagined it 
anyway. And maybe you need a lot of things that you don’t see, to portray the ones you do see.” 

Stella has a great passion for art, but also a deformed hand that makes her feel different. At 
home she doesn’t feel understood, and at school she is object of scorn and derision. She only 
feels accepted in the world she draws in her notebook of marine creatures, that welcome her 
because of her <<fin>>. Until a mysterious bench is installed in the park of her apartment 
building complex. Next to Stella, on the bench, some neighbors start to show up, all peculiar 
in their own way: Gerry, a man who always carries around an ‘80s portable stereo playing only 
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singer-songwriter Franco Califano’s compilations; Agatina, a retired chef who prepares and 
freezes casseroles for a family that never comes to visit; and Emil, a teenager who always plays 
video games to avoid interacting with a father who won’t listen to him. 

 

Linda Traversi was born in Cecina (Livorno), and has a university 
degree in Translation. She lives and works in Ravenna. Her short 
stories have appeared in a number of collections and literary 
magazines. The bench of difficult things is her debut novel. 
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Author: PIERO TRELLINI 
Title: R4 - FROM BILLANCOURT TO VIA 
CAETANI. THE CAR THAT WAS ONE MAN'S, 
MORO'S AND EVERYONE'S 
(R4 - DA BILLANCOURT A VIA CAETANI. 
L’AUTO CHE FU DI UN UOMO, DI MORO E 
DI TUTTI) 
 
First Publisher: Mondadori 
Publication date: May, 2023 
Pages: 250 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
LA PARTITA. IL ROMANZO DI ITALIA BRASILE 
(Mondadori, 2019) - Rights sold to: Pitch 
Publishing (English world), Debate/Penguin 
Random House SP (Spanish World), Grande Area 
Livros (Brasil). 
Film Rights: Eliseo Multimedia (Sky docu-series, 
2022)  

 
 

THE LATEST, LONG-AWAITED BOOK BY PIERO TRELLINI 
ALL HIS BOOKS HAVE RECEIVED RAVE REVIEWS! 

 
If the sympathy was aroused by the nose, the novelty was unbalanced at the back. A rear end 
equipped with a large tailgate and an extended floorboard to facilitate loading. And that 
amaranth-coloured Renault 4 Export stopped breathing right along with the man it was 
carrying, on 9 May 1978 in Via Caetani after 253,839 kilometres on the road. For this it was 
battered, polluted, dissected and analysed. It became a crime scene, then a coffin, then a relic, 
then a find.  
It was born in Billancourt, the Parisian factory that had shaped the face of the nation. 
Singer-songwriter Georges Brassens, photographer Robert Doisneau, philosopher Simone 
Weil and even Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping had worked there. But not only them. Inside 
those factories, sprouted in the garden of Louis Renault's mother, a thousand other destinies 
had moved. And they had chained themselves to each other. Until that day. 
Following that very long thread that links an origin to an epilogue, Piero Trellini guides us on 
a journey that begins a century earlier to take us into a story of machines, roads, metals, 
asphalt, petrol and factories. As well as men. It will be the slow transformation of their heads, 
through an invisible chain of links, that will end up changing history. Because that car and 
those thoughts, travelling from one country to another, would breathe the same air and take 
the same route. To eventually find themselves overlapping and coinciding in the most 
dramatic of coordinates. 
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Blurbs on his last non-fiction novel L’Affaire 
 

“Piero Trellini is the most imaginative wild card of Italian contemporary literature.”  
Antonio D’Orrico 

 
“The Affaire is much more that a court case: it’s a  turning point. For the first time the words 
of novels, the strokes of paintings, the notes of musical scores, the marble of sculptures, the 

formulas of chemists become shields in defense of man, law and democracy.”  
Roberto Saviano 

 
Here is the superb Dreyfus case rewritten  as a crime fiction by Trellini. Piero Trellini in the 
last four years has scored three masterpieces (I think it's a world record). In addition to this 

superb L'Affaire (the father of all legal thrillers), he published Italy- Brazil The Match  (a 
football Iliad) and Danteide (a Recherche of a lost Alighieri). Antonio D’Orrico, 7 Corriere 
 
“The Dreyfus case remains a primordial scene and a dizzying laboratory of Modernity. Piero 
Trellini has returned that vertigo in a centrifugal book where, as in matryoshka, each story 
opens up another and all end up intersecting in a formidable, pyrotechnic cross-section of 
the period. In a climate marked by irreversible ideological, media, technological, scientific 

and artistic revolutions. Mutations that in some way still affect us.” Marco Ciacala, 
Venerdì di Repubblica 

 
"Exciting, titanic, simply monumental for the author's ability, exactly in historical 

documents, to narrate, as if it were a novel, the incredible story of Captain Dreyfus. It is in 
our opinion the book of the year. " Giovanni Pacchiano 

 

Piero Trellini was born in Rome in 1970. He worked for "La Stampa", "Il Messaggero", "il 
manifesto", "Film Tv", Federcalcio, Sky and others. He writes stories on "Il Post". He published 
La partita. Il romanzo di Italia Brasile (“Italy-Brazil. The match”, Mondadori, 2019), Danteide 
(“Danteide”, Bompiani, 2021) and L’Affaire. Tutti gli uomini del caso Dreyfus (“The Affaire. All 
the men of the Dreyfus Affaire”, Bompiani, 2022), La partita. Le immagini di Italia Brasile 
(“Italy-Brazil. The images of the match”, Mondadori, 2022). 
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Author: PIERO TRELLINI 
Title: THE AFFAIRE, ALL THE MEN OF THE DREYFUS 
CASE 
(L’AFFAIRE, TUTTI GLI UOMINI DEL CASO 
DREYFUS) 
 
First Publisher: Bompiani - “Munizioni” series - 
directed by Roberto Saviano 
Publication date: 2nd March 2022 
Pages: 1370 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
LA PARTITA. IL ROMANZO DI ITALIA BRASILE - 
Rights sold to: Pitch Publishing (English world), 
Debate/Penguin Random House SP (Spanish World), 
Grande Area Livros (Brasil). 
 
Film Rights: Eliseo Multimedia (docu-series, 2022)  

 
THE MOST INCREDIBLE THRILLER OF MODERN TIMES TOLD AS A TV SERIES 

 
“Piero Trellini is the most imaginative wild card of Italian contemporary literature.”  

Antonio D’Orrico 
 

“The Affaire is much more that a court case: it’s a  turning point. For the first time the words 
of novels, the strokes of paintings, the notes of musical scores, the marble of sculptures, the 

formulas of chemists become shields in defense of man, law and democracy.”  
Roberto Saviano 

 

Here is the superb Dreyfus case rewritten  as a crime fiction by Trellini. Piero Trellini in the 
last four years has scored three masterpieces (I think it's a world record). In addition to this 

superb L'Affaire (the father of all legal thrillers), he published Italy- Brazil The Match  (a 
football Iliad) and Danteide (a Recherche of a lost Alighieri). Antonio D’Orrico, 7 Corriere 

 

“The Dreyfus case remains a primordial scene and a dizzying laboratory of Modernity. Piero 
Trellini has returned that vertigo in a centrifugal book where, as in matryoshka, each story 
opens up another and all end up intersecting in a formidable, pyrotechnic cross-section of 
the period. In a climate marked by irreversible ideological, media, technological, scientific 

and artistic revolutions. Mutations that in some way still affect us.” Marco Ciacala, Venerdì 
di Repubblica 

 
"Exciting, titanic, simply monumental for the author's ability, exactly in historical documents, 
to narrate, as if it were a novel, the incredible story of Captain Dreyfus. It is in our opinion the 

book of the year. " Giovanni Pacchiano 
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The paths of a maid, a criminal, an innocent, an investigator, a saboteur, an amateur and a 
novelist cross in fin de siècle Paris. 
The innocent is Alfred Dreyfus. For a handful of years, an entire universe whirls around him, 
made of politicians, forgers, spies, nobles, heroes and victims. It’s a humanity consumed by 
appearances, power, truth, pride, zeal or integrity. But destiny will be playing a crucial role in 
the most incredible mystery of modern times. In an icy winter, the ailments of two old men 
and a couple of falls from a horse will become the premises for the resolution of the case.  
There’s no indifference towards the French military’s incident, and the world splits in two. On 
one side, those who believe he is innocent; on the other, those who believe he is guilty. But that 
Paris is the whole world. There’s the World’s fair, Impressionism, The Tour de France, the Belle 
Époque, cinematography. And Proust, Wilde, Monet, Cézanne, Pissarro, Degas, Renoir are 
caught in the entanglement. And of course Zola, who will publish his fierce ”J’accuse”. They are 
all intertwined, and Dreyfus will change their lives forever. 
 

So there were seven of them. A maid, a criminal, an innocent, an investigator, a saboteur, an 
amateur and a novelist. Then, in an icy winter, the decisive ailments of two old men and a couple 
of crucial falls from a horse: the first, revelatory, the second, final. But also an officers’ parade, 
where the last one in line though, a diligent minion, would be key. And even a reporter, later 
called the Tiger, who would go on to become prime minister. With an entire universe behind 
them, made of politicians, journalists, forgers, sleep-walkers, spies, nobles, heroes and victims. 
A humanity consumed by appearances, power, truth, pride, zeal or integrity. A world that, after 
this story, the most incredible mystery of modern times, would be changed forever. Without 
changing anything. 

 

Piero Trellini has written for ”la Repubblica”, 
”La Stampa”, ”Il Sole 24 ore”, ”ll Messaggero”, ”il 
Manifesto” and ”il Post”. In 2019 he published La 
partita. Il romanzo di Italia-Brasile (”The match. 
The novel of Italy-Brazil”, Mondadori; 2020 
Bancarella Sport Prize, 2020 Ape Prize, 2020 
“First novel” Mastercard Letteratura Prize, 2020 
Massarosa “Technical jury” Prize), that was an 
immediate critical and public success. For 
Bompiani he published Danteide (”Danteid”, 
2021). 
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Author: PIERO TRELLINI 

Title:     THE MATCH – THE STORY OF ITALY v BRAZIL  
              (LA PARTITA. IL ROMANZO DI ITALIA BRASILE) 
Pages:  620 
First Publisher: Mondadori 
Pubblication date: July 2, 2019 
  
Rights: Worldwide 
 
FULL ENGLISH, SPANISH AND BRAZILIAN TRANSLATION 

AVAILABLE 
 
Rights sold to:  Debate/Penguin Random House SP 

(Spanish World), Grande Area Livros (Brazil), Pitch Publishing (English World). 
 
Film Rights: Eliseo Multimedia (Sky docu-series, 2022)  

 
THE SERIES BASED ON THE NOVEL AND WRITTEN ALSO BY PIERO TRELLINI  

IS ON SKY PLATFORM 
 

AN ABRIDGED VERSION FOR FOREIGN PUBLISHERS IS AVAILABLE 
 

BANCARELLA SPORT AWARD 2020 
MASTERCARD LITERATURE AWARD 2020 

MASSAROSA JURY AWARD 2020 
APE AWARD 2020 

BEST NARRATIVE PERFORMANCE BY CORRIERE DELLA SERA  
BOOK OF THE YEAR BY TUTTOSPORT 
FINALIST AT MEGAMARK PRIZE 2020 

FINALIST AT CRAL PRIZE 2020 
 
«It wasn't just the best game ever played in a world championship; it was probably the best 
game of all time." Glen Levy, Time 

 
ONE OF THE 2019 EDITORIAL HITS, WITH 

FIVE REPRINTS AND RAVE REVIEWS! 
MORE THAN 15.000 COPIES SOLD 

 

"An admirable story, like everything that springs from a magnificent obsession". 
Marco Cicala, Il Venerdì di Repubblica 

"Trellini has turned her sweet, very strong obsession into this volume that represents a 
football Odyssey (...) I had never read, on a single game, anything so complete and engaging. 

In its genre: a masterpiece. ” Darwin Pastorin – Huffington Post 
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"The Match by Piero Trellini is an exceptional undertaking. (...) Books like these are no longer 
written. It's a super-novel (as it is called superhero), with superpowers, the greatest being the 

ability to revive the race with irresistible suspense as if we didn't know that Paolo Rossi 
would have made three goals. I recommend The Match to non-football fans. They will 
discover many things. About life, not about football." Antonio D’Orrico, 7Corriere 

 
"You may wonder how it is possible to equal the size of Moby Dick by writing about twenty-

two men kicking a ball .... Trellini took the trouble to analyze the whole analyzer of the 
protagonists of that challenge ..." Giuseppe Culicchia, La Stampa 

 
"A great book, but you can read it all in one go: the game comes only after about four 
hundred pages, but Trellini – like a writer of good detective novels – is very adept at 

attracting us slowly." Corriere dello Sport 
 

THE ORIGINS, THE STORY AND THE AFTERMATH OF THE MOST EXCITING 90 MINUTES IN 
THE HISTORY OF FOOTBALL. THIS MARVELLOUS BOOK BRINGS US INTO THE DETAILS OF 
A UNIQUE AND UNFORGETTABLE MATCH WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN DESCRIBED IN SUCH A 

WAY. 
How would we observe a football match if we knew each and every detail about all those who 
lived it? What if we followed each player from his earliest life to that pitch? Why that specific 
ball? Why those uniforms? And that specific advertising? We would find ourselves into a new 
story, much more complex than we expected. Last but not least, if we are talking of the “finest 
World Cup game of all time” (as Time described it in 2010) this makes everything even more 
absorbing. On 5 July 1982 Italy and Brazil played against each other in the 1982 FIFA World 
Cup. Brazil were the favorites, and everything seemed to be already written. And yet the match 
became history. Several historical key figures of the period move in the background of this 
story: politicians such as Pertini, Spadolini, Franchi, Sordillo, Matarrese, Havelange, Blatter, 
Agnelli, Berlusconi, Figueiredo, Saporta and Gheddafi, and journalists such as Brera, Soldati, 
Arpino, Viola, Del Buono, Sconcerti, Cucci, Galeazzi or Pastorin. On the main stage we find 
Enzo Bearzot’s boys, from Dino Zoff to Paolo Rossi, and on the other side the Brazilians forming 
the so-called “magic square” (Socrates, Falcao, Zico and Cerezo). Their most unexpected secrets 
are unveiled: Israeli referee Klein’s son is fighting a war as the match unfolds; FIFA’s president 
Havelange, who is watching the game from the tribune, is alive thanks to the fact that his father 
missed the ferry to reach the departing Titanic; Saporta, organizer of the Mundial, had been 
hiding his identity to save his life. Then there are the countless lives of the players on the pitch. 
Trellini’s book is a total, all-encompassing book. Everything here is at the same time real 
and mythical. 
 
Piero Trellini was born in Rome in 1970, and he still lives there. He wrote for “La Stampa”, “Il 
Messaggero” and “Il Tempo”. He spent, however, most of his life re-living the Italy-Brazil match 
disputed in 1982, collecting stories, anecdotes and real antiques, including referee Klein’s 
original whistle. He has published also Danteide (Bompiani, January 2021) and The “Affaire”. All 
the men of the dreyfus case (Bompiani, March 2022) in the colleccion “Munizioni” directed by 
Roberto Saviano. 
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Author: PIERO TRELLINI 
Title: THE MATCH – THE IMAGES OF 
ITALY-BRAZIL 
           (LA PARTITA. LE IMMAGINI DI 
ITALIA BRASILE) 
 
 

Pages:  228 
First Publisher: Mondadori 
Publication date: 29th June 2022 
 

Rights:  Worldwide 
 
 

 
JULY 5TH, 2022 MARKS THE 40TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF WHAT HAS BEEN 
DEFINED “THE MOST INCREDIBLE 

MATCH IN THE HISTORY OF SOCCER” 

  
 

AN EXTRAORDINARY BOOK THAT RETRACES THE BEFORE, THE DURING, AND 
THE AFTER MATCH THROUGH IMAGES NEVER SEEN BEFORE. IMAGES OF THE 

PROTAGONISTS, PLACES, OBJECTS, AND MOMENTS OF THAT HISTORIC 5TH JULY 
1982, ACCOMPANIED BY DAZZLING TEXTS BY PIERO TRELLINI. 

  
THIS EXCEPTIONAL STORY IN PICTURES, A REAL "ILLUSTRATED AUTHOR'S 
BOOK", IS BORN FROM  "ITALY-BRAZIL THE MATCH" THE NOVEL BY PIERO 

TRELLINI PUBLISHED IN 2019 AND BECOME A CULT BOOK AND A REAL  
PUBLISHING HIT: TENS OF THOUSANDS OF COPIES SOLD,  

WINNER OF THE BANCARELLA SPORT AWARD, ACCLAIMED BY CRITICS. 
 

THE SERIES BASED ON THE NOVEL AND WRITTEN ALSO BY PIERO TRELLINI  
IS ON SKY PLATFORM 

 
La partita. Il romanzo di Italia Brasile (Mondadori, 2019) - Rights sold to:  
Debate/Penguin Random House SP (Spanish World), Grande Area Livros (Brazil), 
Pitch Publishing (English World). 
 
Film Rights: Eliseo Multimedia (Sky docu-series, July 2022)  
 
On July 5th, 1982, Italy and Brazil face each other “in the hottest afternoon of the century” to 
advance to the semi-finals of the “Mundial 1982”. Predictions are closed for the match; the 
Brazil of Zico, Socrates, Junior, Falcao is super favorite, and faces an Italian team that until 
that moment has never shone, with a center forward - Paolo Rossi - who has yet to score a 
goal in the whole competition. 
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But those ninety minutes will overturn all predictions, Rossi will score a hat trick and Italy 
will win 3-2 a match destined to remain in the history of soccer, as well as leave a mark on a 
generation of fans all over the world. 
After telling the story of Italy-Brazil in a book that was defined by Antonio D’Orrico “a super 
novel”, Piero Trellini, who has collected images, objects and accounts relating to the match 
for all his life, is telling this amazing story once again through previously unreleased images 
that will enable us to relive, or to live for the first time, those unforgettable moments. 
 

Piero Trellini was born in Rome in 1970. He worked 
for "La Stampa", "Il Messaggero", "il manifesto", "Film 
Tv", Federcalcio, Sky and others. He writes stories on 
"Il Post". He published La partita. Il romanzo di Italia 
Brasile (“Italy-Brazil. The match”, Mondadori, 2019), 
Danteide (“Danteide”, Bompiani, 2021) and L’Affaire. 
Tutti gli uomini del caso Dreyfus (“The Affaire. All the 
men of the Dreyfus Affaire”, Bompiani, 2022). 
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Author: MARIANGELA GALATEA VAGLIO 
Title: THEODORA. THE DEMONS OF POWER 
(TEODORA, I DEMONI DEL POTERE) 
 
Page: 350 
First Publisher: Piemme 
Publication date: 15th February, 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold: Editura Creator (Romania) 
 
Theodora the daughter of the circus: Film rights sold 
 
 

SHE WAS THE MOST FAMOUS STRIPPER OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE, NOW SHE WANTS THE THRONE. 

MARIANGELA GALATEA VAGLIO GIVES US THE PORTRAIT 
OF A UNIQUE WOMAN, WITH AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE, SHARING WITH US HER 

GREATNESS THROUGH AN EXTREMELY WELL DOCUMENTED WORK AND A COMPELLING 
PROSE. 

524 A.D. In Pavia, a group of armed Goths is sent to arrest Boethius, philosopher and minister of 
Theodoric. He is accused of plotting with Justinian and the Byzantines to overthrow Theodoric the 
Great, king of the Goths and Lord of Italy.  
Meanwhile in Constantinople inside the Cathedral of Hagia Sophia, a merchant belonging to the 
Green faction is killed.  Prefect Theodotus is determined to find the culprit and the principal suspect 
is Theodosius Zicca, a young man protected by Theodora.  Theodora has not yet managed to be 
married by Justinian: at court, her past earned her the hatred of Empress Euphemia, wife of Justin.  
But Euphemia sadly falls ill and Theodora hopes that her disappearance will turn the tide. Justinian is 
called to her bedside, but unfortunately contracts the same disease of Euphemia and falls victim to a 
fever that makes people worried about his life. The prefect Theodotus (who hates Theodora) seizes 
an opportunity and shows up before Justin, accusing her of covering up the killer. So he has Theodora’s 
house searched and Zicca arrested, who is sentenced to death. Theodora has no longer news of 
Justinian and fears she has been left behind. So together with friends Cyril and Antonina, who is the 
wife of Belisarius, a young court guard, entered in the Justinian’s apartments to visit him. The lover 
reassures her that he resisted to the pressure to leave her, but in the meantime Justin arrives and he 
is furious because Theodora has managed to break into the Palace. At this point Justinian says he has 
no intention of leaving Theodora, even with the risk of dying in mortal sin, and Justin, still hardly hit 
by the death of his wife Euphemia, is moved and decides that he will allow the two to get married. 
 The Prefect Theodotus is summoned by Justinian and arrested for plotting against his superiors. 
Meanwhile, Peter, Justin’s secretary, informs Justinian that the Pope want to come on an official visit 
to Constantinople to ask that an edict of Justin would be revoked, which prevents Aryans from 
practicing their religion. The Pope is sent by Theodoric, who is Aryan, but his coming compromises 
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the complex religious balance of the court. Moreover, Peter adds, Theodoric considers Justinian 
involved in the conspiracy for which Boethius is accused.  
The action moves to Africa, again in 524, in the heart of a battle.  Amalafrida, the sister of Theodoric, 
is the widow of her husband Thrasamund, Aryan and king of the Vandals, and rebelled against his 
nephew Hilderic, the new king who is catholic and wants to apply the edict of Justin and ally with 
Justinian. The queen unleashes a battle with the support of the Moorish knights, but she is captured 
and the Goths guards are killed.  
News of the capture of Amalafrida arrives in Ravenna. Theodoric is old and sick and his court split 
into two factions, one formed by the Romans who are loyal to Byzantium and the other one by the 
Goths.  Cyprian and Trigvila are at the head of the Filogota faction, while the new magister officiorum 
Cassiodorus is their enemy. Amalasunta, daughter of Theodoric and mother of the heir to the throne, 
the little prince Athathlaricus, is caught in the middle of the fight. So she devises a plan to offer 
Justinian to marry her and thus unite East and West under one empire.  To get the proposal to 
Justinian, she blackmails the bishop of Ravenna, Ecclesius, who is part of the papal delegation and has 
already noticed that Pope John is not able to understand the danger of the situation in which they 
find themselves. In fact the Pope arrived in Constantinople, is fascinated by the princely welcome, 
which is reserved for him by the emperor Justin who prostrates at his feet. But it ends up irritating the 
powerful patriarch of Constantinople, Epiphanius, who feels overwhelmed. Justinian finds himself 
baffled by this controversy between ecclesiastics and does not know how to fix it. Meanwhile 
Theodora is restless and unhappy. Justinian has promised to marry her, but after months he is so busy 
with matters of state that he continually postpones the wedding continuously. She would have her 
patron, Timothy of Alexandria, celebrate it, but he refuses to come to Constantinople, not to be forced 
to pay homage to the visiting pope.  Theodora fears that Justinian has cooled down on him. He also 
comes to discover from Narses, a eunuch who acts as an official of the Palace, about the proposal of 
the Almalasunta’s marriage with Justinian. Theodora thus confronts him. Justinian proposes her to be 
his mistress while he marries Almalasunta, but Theodora refuses indignantly: he has promised her in 
the past to marry her and she is not willing to accept anything less. After a quarrel in which the two 
almost break up, Justinian capitulates and says he will marry Theodora by refusing Amalasunta. But 
he must find a good excuse to justify this choice with Justin and the problem between the pope and 
the patriarch remains open. At this point Theodora stimulates her inventiveness: to compensate the 
Patriarch of Constantinople who must cede the honor to celebrate the Christmas mass, it would be 
the Patriarch himself to celebrate the wedding between her and Justinian, allowing the Patriarch 
Epiphanius to be proud as he managed to steal Theodora to the influence of the Patriarch of 
Alexandria Timothy, who is Monophysite.   
Ecclesius returns to Ravenna with the Pope delegation, admitting the substantial failure of the 
mission.  Theodoric is enraged and arrests the pope, who will die in prison shortly thereafter. Ecclesius 
instead gives Alamalsunta and Cassiodorus the feral news that Justinian married Theodora and the 
two have ascended to the throne. Meanwhile Theodoric is increasingly tormented by the guilt and the 
ghosts of the past and after a vision in which he sees his friend Boethius, gets a fever and dies. Trigvila 
and Cyprian at this point precipitate in the apartments of Amalasunta and inform the mother who 
will supervise the education of the little Athalaric, to make him a true Goth king.   
  
534-35 
Because of the extravagancies Athalaric let himself go and the boy dies suddenly. At this point to keep 
the power, Amalasunta is forced to call next to her the last male descendant of Theodoric, Theodatus, 
son of Amalafrida.  Gudelina, wife of Theodatus, fears that Amalasunta wants to seduce her husband 
(who has always been a weak man) to secure the throne.  Amalasunta then resumed contact with 
Constantinople and Justinian.  Strong with this support, he kills Trigvila and the other Goths notables 
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by poisoning.  Meanwhile in Constantinople Theodora is empress, but she has the suspicion that 
Justinian is still fascinated by the cultured and unscrupulous Amalasunta, and fears that one day she 
may show up asking for asylum in Constantinople and convince Justinian to marry her. So she plots 
with Peter the Patrician, who Justinian sends as ambassador to Ravenna to push Gudelina and 
Theodatus to kill Amalasunta treacherously. The two kidnap and kill the queen. When Justinian 
discovers Theodora’s involvement, he gets angry, but his wife points out that now after the murder of 
Amalasunta, he finally has the perfect excuse to do what he wants for years: intervene in the West and 
win back Ravenna and Rome to be, as the days of Augustus, the emperor of all the Roman world.  
Theodora served him an opportunity to realize his dream.   
 
Mariangela Galatea Vaglio has published some non-fiction books among them, L’italiano è bello. Una 
passeggiata tra le sue regole e bizzarrie (Marsilio, 2017) and Caesar, The Man Who Made Rome Great 
(Giunti, 2020 – 3 repirnts in 6 months) and the historical novel Teodora, the Circus Daughter 
(Sonzogno, 2018) about the overwhelming love story between Justinian and Theodora, in the 
background of one of the most complex and mysterious eras in history. Her latest novel is Teodora, 
the demons of power (Piemme, January 2022), sequel of Teodora, the Circus daughter. In 2022 is going 
to be released The wolves of Rome a biographical novel about Marco Antonio (Giunti editore). 
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Walkabout Literary Agency was established in 2014 and 

since then has been successfully operating in the fields of book publishing and translation rights 
sales, Film/Tv licensing. We are proud to represent various leading Italian and foreign writers as 
well as some new and talented voices. WLA represents authors from all around the world in the 
fields of literary and commercial fiction, children fiction and general non-fiction. In seven years 
WLA has forged solid and fruitful relationships with the major Italian and foreign publishing groups 
and Tv and movie producers. We represent also foreign publishers in the sale of translation rights.  
We attend the most important international bookfairs like Frankfurt, London, Paris, Madrid, Milan 
and Turin. 
Wla it's based in Rome, Italy. 
Wla is proud to be one of the 37 founders of ADALI - Associazione degli Agenti Letterari Italiani, the 
first Association of Italian Literary Agencies. 
 
Fiammetta Biancatelli is Owner and Managing Director. She has been Spanish translator and 
co-founder of nottetempo edizioni, which has worked as an editor in the Italian and translated 
fiction. She worked also as a press officer in chief and events planner for Publishers and Book 
Festivals before creating and starting to manage Walkabout Literary Agency. 
 
Ombretta Borgia is Owner and Rights and Contract Manager, she has been Portuguese translator 
and she has worked for 12 years as a Foreign Rights Manager for Editori Riuniti, before creating the 
agency. 
 

“Walkabout” is a long ritual journey that Aboriginal people engage in, by walking through large 
expanses of grasslands in Australia; this allows them to have contacts and exchanges of resources, 
both material and spiritual, such as the traditional songs. Bruce Chatwin recounted  the Walkabout 
in his “Songlines”: "(...) It was believed that each totemic ancestor, on his journey across the country 
had spread a trail of words and musical notes along his footprints, and that these Dream tracks had 
remained on the ground as a 'way' of communication between the various distant tribes. A song was 
simultaneously both a map and a trasmitting aerial. (...) And a man during a walkabout 
always moved following a song path (...).” 

We believe that the name Walkabout describes very well and encompasses the philosophy and the 
work spirit of our agency. 
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