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Author: MATTIA B. BAGNOLI 
Title: THE PUTIN MATRIX. 
A JOURNEY TO THE HEART OF MODERN RUSSIA 
           (MODELLO PUTIN – VIAGGIO IN UN PAESE 
CHE FAREMO BENE A CONOSCERE) 
 

First Publisher: People 
Pages: 448 

Publication date: 2021 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 

4 REPRINTS IN THE LAST 6 MONTHS! 
 

NEW EDITION WITH THE INTRODUCTION 
UPDATED IN MAY 2022 

 
BAGNOLI MANAGES TO GIVE US AN IMAGE OF 

RUSSIA UNFILTERED BY CLICHÉS AND 
DISINFORMATION. 

 
A MIX OF ANALYSIS, LOGBOOK AND JOURNALISM THAT EXPLAINS IN AN 

EXHAUSTIVE AND ABOVE ALL PLEASANT WAY, WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE IN 
RUSSIA AND ON WHAT BASIS VLADIMIR PUTIN'S CONSENSUS RESTS. 

 
Russia - thirty years after the fall of the Wall - still includes several souls and is still capable of 
projecting itself, as the USSR did, beyond its borders: in Ukraine, Syria, Libya, Belarus, China 
(but also in Europe, Italy included). And it is already immersed in the transition process 
towards the “after Tsar”. The Putin model holds all this together. A system with very wide 
consequences, which concern us directly, which has evolved to become a hybrid regime, with 
ever more authoritarian tints. A complex puzzle that we are very poorly informed about. There 
is repressive Russia, which no longer tolerates internal dissent, and there is geopolitical 
Russia, which demands a world order distinct from the pax americana. Here you will see both. 
But this book is also a great reportage that leads us to discover the challenges in the Arctic, 
the fight against climate change, the activisms that oppose the Kremlin (Alexey Navalny in 
particular) and the Russian way to fight the pandemic. And it pushes us, above all, to 
reconsider our Eurocentric point of view: perhaps the time has come to change our 
perspective.  

INDEX 
PART 1 

 
- CHAPTER I  
To Moscow! To Moscow! | Reportage: a polished capital city, which has nothing to envy to London or 

Berlin, separated from the rest of Russia 
 
- CHAPTER II 
Understanding Putin | The czar's consensus, between myth and reality, after 20 years in power 
 
- CHAPTER III 
The turning point | Becoming 'sovereignist': the socio-economic legacy of the 1990s and the war on the 

West 
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- CHAPTER IV 
The squeeze is on the press. 
 
- CHAPTER V 
The squeeze is on the web 
 
- CHAPTER VI 
The squeeze is on the opposition 
 
- CHAPTER VII 
Navalny's revolt | The poisoning of Putin's main opponent and his return to the homeland 
 
- CHAPTER VIII 
The Dark Side of Russia - volume 1 | The persecution of opponents, all the suspicious deaths and the 

case of gays in Chechnya 
 
- CHAPTER IX 
The Dark Side of Russia - Volume 2 | Endemic corruption, political and economic scandals, the 

treasure of Putin and his clique 
 
- CHAPTER X 
The economy: a giant with feet of clay? | The effects of the crisis on the economic and social fabric, the 

government's plans to react to Western sanctions, the reforms that never arrive 
 

 
 

PART 2 
 

- CHAPTER XI  
Go North! | Russia's conquest of the Arctic, new military installations, reportage at the brand new Yamal 

LNG plant in Sabetta, beyond the polar circle, the Northeast Passage, the Arctic trade route that could 
revolutionize global shipping 

 
- CHAPTER XII 
Siberian Solution | Pleistocene Park Reportage 
 
- CHAPTER XII 
Crimea, the peninsula that doesn't exist | A journey in a suspended peninsula, the effects of 

annexation, the repression of the Tatars, the Crimean corsairs, unscrupulous entrepreneurs (many Italians), 
who defy sanctions attracted by rich government contracts 

 
- CHAPTER XIV 
Neighboring foreign countries: Ukraine | The tug-of-war between Moscow and the West for control 

of Kiev 
 
- CHAPTER XV 
Foreign neighbours: Belarus and beyond | Things are getting more complicated, there is a risk of a 

domino effect in the East 
 
- CHAPTER XVI 
Eurasia mon amour | The Eurasian Economic Union, the EU in Putin's sauce, the Central Asian Great 

Game and the link with the New Silk Road, the strategic pact with China. Is a new pole on the way? 
 
- CHAPTER XVII 
Syria.Embedded | Reportage following the Russian army in the Palmyra liberated from Isis  
 
- CHAPTER XVIII 
Russia and the Middle East | Putin's secret war through private mercenaries, Russia's new role in the 

Middle East 
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- CHAPTER XIX 
The hybrid war | The Cyberwar, the trolls, the links with extreme right-wing movements in Europe and 

Italy, the strategy of chaos 
 
 - CHAPTER XX 
The Russian way to the coronavirus | The crisis generated by the pandemic, the Russian-style 

lockdown, personal experience of treatment, the vaccine Sputnik V 
 
- CHAPTER XXI 
Russia after Putin | Constitutional reform, the grip on perennial power, the czar's weaknesses and the 

possible transition 
 

Mattia Bernardo Bagnoli - Born in Milan in 1980, after graduating in Literature and History 
at the University of Bologna, he moved to London to attend a master's in International 
Journalism at City University. There, he began to work as a correspondent for the Ansa agency 
and collaborate with other newspapers, including La Stampa and D di Repubblica. Since 2015 
until September 2021 he has been head of the Ansa editorial office in Moscow. He’s now 
head of the Ansa editorial office in Bruxelles. He is the author of the noir Bologna permitting 
(Fazi 2009), of the guide Strano ma Londra (Fazi 2012), of the investigative detective story 
Nerogolfo (Frilli 2018) and of the novel Ricorda il colore della notte (Piemme 2019), which won 
the Acqui Storia award in the historical fiction section. Putin Matrix has been released on 
March 2021 and has had 4 reprints.  
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Author: GIULIA BALDELLI 
Title: THE REMAINS OF THE SUMMER  

(L’ESTATE CHE RESTA) 
Pages 400 
First Publisher: Guanda 
Publication date: 20th January, 2022 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold: Dumont Buchverlag (Germany), Editorial 
Dos Bigotes (Spain), Melhoramentos (Brasil). 
 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

FINALIST AT MASSAROSA AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT LETTERARIA AWARD 2022 

FINALIST AT DOLORES PRADO AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT SANT’ILPIDIO A MARE AWARD 2022 

 
 

A SURPRISING DEBUT THAT BRINGS US INSIDE 
OF A LOVE STORY THAT GOES BEYOND GENRES STEREOTYPES 

 
THREE INTENSE CHARACTERS, FROM CHILDHOOD TO ADULT AGE: A 
FRIENDSHIP BORN IMMEDIATELY, BEAUTIFUL AS A BATH IN THE RIVER IN 
SUMMER, THAT TURNS INTO SOMETHING OVER THE YEARS MORE DEEP AND 
TOTALIZING. 
 
A STORY THAT CELEBRATES LOVE IN ITS MOST TOUGH FORM, THE ONE WHO 
DOESN'T CARE ABOUT GENRES, SUPPORTS ABANDONMENTS AND IN THE END, 
WHEN BURNS, LEAVES A SPECIAL ASH FROM WHICH LOVE CANNOT BE REBORN. 
 
“A story of clear writing, with continuous implications of waiting with its differentiated 
rhythms, thanks also to a rich world that revolves around the three protagonists, with many 
characters none of which superfluous and indeed well delineated even 
psychologically”. Ermanno Paccagnini, La Lettura Corriere della Sera 

“As in a long sequence shot, this debut sneaks under the skin and makes us reflect on what 
has been, on what remains and on what, in order to survive, we had to let go. " Marta 
Cervino, Marie Claire 

"The thousand ways in which love dresses up, narrated in a story that does not care about 
genders and tolerates abandonment". Io Donna 

“A stylistically mature novel, which tells a reckless and moving love story with many 
implications”. Giornale di Brescia, Francesco Mannoni 
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«I think that if one day love betrayed me, I would cut my hair» she whispers. Yet another 
oddity, hair and betrayal. I stand by, her back skin is stretched by the cold.  She says nothing 
more, then I ‘ll come out. «Not me» I tell her in a challenging tone.  
For a few minutes she hides behind the towel, then she suddenly sits down. She has the marks 
of stones on her face and a sadness never seen before. She caresses my hand, stares at it for a 
long time without changing her expression.   
«It’s not my reassurance you want» I say. 
«You’re wrong» she answers with a clear voice.  
«I don’t think so» I stutter and I am ready to raise the flag of war. Ready to despair without 
restraint and to hang on to the fence so she doesn’t run away. Because insecurity is the worst 
enemy. It doesn’t need to move forward. It waits patiently, widens in the voids, feeds on doubt, 
manipulates the memory and encumbers every present moment to confuse the future. And in 
fact today, I am certain that I am thinking about Mattia, not her at that moment. It’s me 
sitting by his side in front of the clear waters, with the shortness of the breath and the absolute 
certainty that Cristi has resumed contacts with him and I cloud her voice.  I refuse to listen to 
her, to understand betrayal on our future.  

Summer, early nineties. In a small town, Giulia, a particular intelligent child, daughter of 
a caring father and a rigid mother but always present, is forced to take care of Cristi, the 
Bolognese niece of Ida, an old friend of Giulia’s mother, who lives in the oldest and poorest 
part of the town.  After a first child’s hesitation, who is younger, silent and much more 
beautiful than her friends in the town, Giulia becomes curious about Cristi’s life.  She 
discovers that she is the daughter of Lilli, a young mother, and of a father who abandoned 
her soon after birth, but above all, she discovers that she is endowed with an extraordinary 
sensitivity. This pushes Giulia to bond deeply to the child, that despite the fact she speaks 
very little, she is able to understand her more than anyone else.  At the end of August just 
when Giulia realizes that her friend’s silences are due because of her inability to read and 
write, Lilli takes her daughter back to Bologna to leave her in the village again with her 
grandmother for the following summer. Giulia realizes that the feeling she feels for Cristi is 
much more than a friendship. However, Mattia, a child from Genoa, who spends his 
summers in the town and that immediately makes a breach in Cristi’s heart, even teaches 
her how to write. Giulia assists, in spite of herself and with great jealousy the beginning of 
their love which summer after summer, forces her to play an increasingly marginal role.  At 
the end of the fourth summer, events separate the three.  Cristi’s mother gets married with 
Fausto, a rich manager from the North of Italy and Cristi no longer gives news of herself. 
Mattia no longer returns to the town and he will follow his mother abroad after a few years.  
Even Giulia’s life changes. Her father in fact, after a dismissal gets sick of a strong 
depression. This undermines the serenity and the family economic situation leads to the sale 
of the beloved family home.  Giulia and Cristi meet again in Bologna after ten years:  Giulia, 
brilliant law student is only obsessed by the desire to recover the childhood home. Cristi, 
first-year student of history, maintained by Lilli’s husband, is unable to study and 
completely alone. Giulia discovers herself to be still deeply in love with Cristi, who is 
confirmed to be the only person able to understand her, she welcomes her in the apartment 
and they establish a loving relationship. Also this time however, Mattia reappears and 
together with Cristi adheres to movements against globalization, while Giulia, now a career 
lawyer is forced to step aside again, spectator of a visceral love story between them. However 
events make sure that she does not detach from them, as Mattia is imprisoned because he 
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was guilty of an arson attack on a bank of Bologna.  Giulia, at the request of Cristi’s parents, 
agrees to defend him while Cristi, destabilized by the arrest, confesses to be pregnant and 
begs her not to reveal the pregnancy to Mattia. Some years will follow in which Cristi’s 
traces are lost and Giulia is committed to defending Mattia at best, and building her 
reputation as a brilliant young lawyer, while Mattia studies in prison, determined to rebuild 
his life. It’s just a truce. Because the three end up meeting again after almost seven years, 
spending summers in the town. Giulia tells her story, now in her sixties and with a 
short future ahead. She tells us with intense and intriguing prose, often moving but 
always dry and clear, about love in its most tenacious form, the one that doesn’t care 
about genders, endures abandonment, betrays because betrayed and in the end, 
when it burns, it leaves a special ash from which love can only be reborn.   

 
Giulia Baldelli was born in Fano on the Adriatic Sea in 
1979. She moved to Bologna in 1998 where she graduated 
in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technologies. She 
works as an employee but has always cultivated a passion 
for reading and writing. She lives with her husband and 
her three children. L’Estate che Resta is her debut novel.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
 Title:     ALFONSINA AND THE “ROAD” 
                 (ALFONSINA E LA STRADA) 
 
 Pages:   300 
 First Publisher: Sellerio 
 Publication: 29th April, 2021 
 
Rights sold to: Eichborn, Bastei Lübbe (Germany) 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

2 REPRINTS IN THE FIRST 6 MONTHS! 
 

SPORT LITERARY PRIZE "MEMO GEREMIA" CITY OF PADUA - VII EDITION 2021 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

"With this novel, Simona Baldelli has stolen from the oblivion a story that is a fable and epic all 
together: the life of Alfonsina Strada, the first woman who participated to the Tour of Italy, 

challenging the prejudices of the world and her own limits"  Antonio Sellerio 

"What a great portrait of a strong woman living her dream! The story about Alfonsina Strada Morini, 
the only woman who ever drove the Giro d'Italia, is thrilling and sensitive. You get very close to this 

courageous woman who, at the beginning of the 20th century, fought for recognition as a 
sportswoman in the world of cycling and never let herself be beaten down. An intense and powerful 

story that will enrich the program of Eichborn Verlag Germany with its inspiring message." Iris 
Gehrmann, Eichborn Verlag. 

An engaging novel and sometimes a fairy tale. The endeavors of Alfonsina Strada, 
a revolutionary cyclist who first took part in the Tour of Italy in 1924. 

THE STORY AND ADVENTURES OF ALFONSINA STRADA, THE REBELLIOUS 
FEMALE CYCLIST WHO WAS THE FIRST TO CHALLENGE MACHISMO IN SPORTS, 
AND THE ONLY WOMAN TO TAKE PART IN THE TOUR OF ITALY IN 1924, 
ACCUMULATING NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL AWARDS.  

FROM POVERTY TO FAME AND FINALLY TO OBLIVION, ALFONSINA’S LIFE FINDS 
IN THE LANGUAGE AND SENSITIVITY OF SIMONA BALDELLI A VOICE TO 
NARRATE THE EXHAUSTING AND GROUNDBREAKING FEAT OF A WOMAN WHO 
REFUSED TO LIMIT HERSELF.  

When they reached the finish line, she had taken the lead with more than a bike length to spare. 
She cut the rope with her hands in the air, laughing and crying, free like she had never been. The 
handlebar wobbled out of control, lurched to one side and sent the bike into the ditch. Alfonsina fell 
face-first, but she didn’t care as she had never known a joy so great. The race organizers, some 
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little boys and the giant asked,  "Are you hurt?" She jumped up, full of vigour. "Not really, it was 
fun!" The cap had landed in the ditch in her fall, and remained there. She picked it up and smacked 
it against her leg to remove the mud. She shook her head and her hair fell down to her neck. The 
organizers, the little boys and the giant jumped back and said, "But she is a girl." 

Alfonsina and the road, tells the life story of the corridor, from the hard and starving times of 
Fossamarcia (next to Bologna) where she was born on the 1st March of 1891 and lived until the age of 
68 years old, to the 13th of September of 1959, day when she died while the probe Lunik 2 touched for 
the first time the lunar soil and the humanity crossed its limit towards the sky. In between there were 
two world wars; a March to Rome where one of Alfonsina’s brothers took part, D’Annunzio that gave 
her a golden star; and an award that Mussolini wished to deliver but she didn’t go to collect it.  Also, 
there were a medal that Tsar Nicholas II wanted to pin personally on her chest and the birth of the 
Southern Question. The kidnapping and the murder of Giacomo Matteotti occurred during the Tour 
of Italy in 1924. The years passed performing in the European circus. Two weddings. The first one 
when Alfonsina was 14 years old and found a way to run away from home, because there she was 
obliged not to ride her bicycle. The young husband Luigi Strada, working as a mechanic, was a kind 
man with a fragile psyche. He died after long and painful years closed in a mental institution. He 
sincerely loved her and she loved him back. She maintained his surname even after the second 
marriage with her colleague Carlo Messori.  

In 1924, The Tour of Italy risked not to start for a mass defection due to a refusal from the organizer 
of granting money compensations to the most famous athletes. Some of the greatest “champions” 
were missing and the race risked passing unnoticed. Therefore, the organizers became convinced to 
accept the request of a thirty years old woman that longer insisted to be registered for the competition. 
Here she was, Alfonsina Strada, who had already taken part in two Tours of Lombardia. Many people 
were afraid that this Tour could appear as a farce. The route of the contest crossed the peninsula for 
3.613 kilometers, including twelve stops punctuated by eleven days of rest. The registered members 
were 108 and there were just 90 at the start. Only thirty cyclists completed the race and Alfonsina 
Strada was one of them.  

In addition, to the story of Alfonsina, there is also one about a continent, Europe, being developed 
between wars and starvation, and the long journey of women on the road. The ones we can now define 
as equal opportunities recounted also through citations from newspapers’ articles and documents of 
the time. Alfonsina and the Road is the novel of a continuing, constant battle of a woman in 
order to obtain dignity and a place in the world. And the right to go beyond her own limits. 
 

Simona Baldelli has worked for many years in the performing arts field as an actress, director, 
playwright, and cultural events manager. She is also a presenter and author for the Italian radio. Her 
debut novel, Evelina e le fate (Giunti, 2013), was shortlisted for the Calvino Prize and was awarded the 
John Fante Literary Prize in 2013. Her second novel, Il tempo bambino (Giunti, 2014) was shortlisted for 
the Onor d’Agobbio Literary Prize. Her subsequent novels are La vita a rovescio (Giunti, 2016), winner 
of the Città di Cave Literary Prize, L’ultimo spartito di Rossini (Piemme, 2018), Vicolo 
dell’immaginario (Sellerio, 2019) and Fiaba di Natale (Sellerio, 2020). She is the author of the audio 
series La notte che caddero le stelle (Emons, March 2022).  
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 Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
 Title:     THE SNOW UNTIL IT FALLS 

     (LA NEVE FINCHE’ CADE) 
 Pages: 192 
 First Publisher: Giunti editore 
 Publication: 29th September, 2021 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold: Peta Kitap (Turkey) 

 
AN ECOLOGIST CRIME NOVEL THAT, IN AN ADVENTUROUS 

AND ORIGINAL WAY, DELVES INTO THE WORLD OF 
TEENAGERS AND THE NEW “POLITICS” THEY FIGHT AGAINST. 
A STORY ABOUT THE HEROISM OF BOYS AND GIRLS OF THIS 

GENERATION AIMING TO SAVE THE WORLD. 
 

She felt a lump in her throat. «Man is such a foolish creature» she murmured, «so much waste of raw 
materials to turn on lights that aren’t necessary, taking the risk that soon there will be nothing left to 

see».  
 
A dive into a new life in a Swiss boarding school, Clevermind, in the year in which the world is opening 
up after the pandemic. Lisa is 15 years old and has many insecurities, but she also has one goal: to fight 
for environmental protection. A goal that she shares with Inés, her best friend, and Colm O’Keeffe, a 
green-eyed Irish student who pushes her to believe in herself: «You are… different. You are intelligent 
and say interesting things». It is actually Inés’ father, a famous scientist, who is about to reveal to the 
world the important finding of a non-polluting and low-cost water engine. But all of a sudden, while 
outside it is snowing and the landscape surrounding them is truly magical, everything appears to come 
crumbling down. There is something unexplainable in the History professor’s abrupt departure, and 
also Inés, who has flown to New York without notice, is now sending her e-mails that make no sense. 
So Lisa plays Sherlock, as Colm jokingly calls her, to try and solve the enigma of those 
“disappearances”. The noise coming from the underground pipes at night, what is it? And why do all 
the clues seem to lead to the Cave of the hands? A novel about friendships that turn into love, the 
courage of becoming who you are and an entire generation hoping to be able to intervene on the 
Climate before it’s too late, because they know that to change the world is up to all of us.  

 
Simona Baldelli was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. Her first novel, Evelina e le Fate (“Evelina and 
the Fairies”, Giunti 2013) was shortlisted at the Italo Calvino Prize and she was the winner of the 
John Fante Literary Prize in 2013. She has published Il Tempo Bambino (“Child Time”, Giunti 2014), 
La Vita a Rovescio (“Life Inside Out”, Giunti 2016), L’Ultimo Spartito di Rossini (“Rossini’s Last Musical 
Score”, Piemme 2018), Vicolo dell’Immaginario (“The Alley of Imagination”, Sellerio, 2019), Fiaba di 
Natale, (“Christmas Fairy Tale”, Sellerio, November 2020) and Alfonsina e la Strada (“Alfonsina and 
the Road”, Sellerio, April 2021). 
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Author: DEVIS BELLUCCI 

Title: WHY DOES A FORK HAVE NO FLAVOR? AND 
OTHER CURIOUS QUESTIONS TO UNDERSTAND 
SCIENCE WITHOUT LEAVING HOME 

           (PERCHÉ LA FORCHETTA NON SA DI NIENTE? E 
ALTRE DOMANDE CURIOSE PER CAPIRE LA SCIENZA 
SENZA USCIRE DI CASA) 
 
Pages:  260 
First Publisher: Rizzoli  
Publication date: 20th September 2022 
 
Romanian rights: Pre-emptive offer  
Arabic rights: Offer pending 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 
Our city and our home are concentrate of advanced materials and technologies, things 
that happen and behind which - I assure you - some 
amazing "why". Here, in this book, I will try to give you some answers without 
frightening you with scientific laws and equations. I will try to explain to you, 
basically, what happens when things happen. Devis Bellucci 
 

A JOURNEY IN SCIENCE STARTING FROM THE MOST COMMON OBJECTS. A 
BRILLIANT EDUCATIONAL BOOK  

 
Have you ever wondered why glass is transparent and the wall no? And why the soap bubbles 
are they spherical and not pyramidal? Or, again, how a trivial one works drinking straw? Or 
how the slime is made and how many. How often can a sheet of paper be folded? The world 
around you, starting with objects and materials you are dealing with every day, even the most 
banal, hides stories and secrets just waiting to be revealed. Devis Bellucci guides you like an 
explorer on a journey inside the house, room per room, answering the most absurd doubts 
without using formulas or big words, but with simple explanations and easy examples that 
you will allow to understand, "in practice", why things are as they are. And they'll make you 
appreciate being a curious person as well full of desire to discover. 
Because the questions “are everywhere, scattered like confetti after a carnival banquet. 
Recognize them, before science, leads to amazement, and this makes our world a really 
interesting place ". 
Our home is full of materials, substances and advanced technologies, and behind them there 
are incredibly interesting stories. Crystals sparkling as soon as we crush them, plastics derived 
from corn, foams with a long memory, that are able to remember their shape. Every day, amid 
the endless objects surrounding us, we unknowingly turn the pages of an encyclopedia of 
physics and chemistry. For children and young adults, their home is a special place for 
discovery, it’s their micro-world (perhaps a bit too much, lately!). In Why does a fork have no 
flavor? Devis Bellucci, Materials Science teacher and researcher, tells the stories and the whys 
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of many everyday objects. Exploring a hypothetical house, from the kitchen to the living room, 
from the bathroom to the bedroom to the garage, the readers will find out, in a simple and 
captivating way, why glass is transparent and walls aren’t, why cutlery has no flavor, if a plate 
of ragù pasta has more energy than a teaspoon of gasoline… And much, much more. A 
journey in science starting from our daily routine and the questions we’ve all 
wondered about, taking full advantage of a precious resource we all have at our 
disposal: curiosity. 
 
Devis Bellucci (1977) is a researcher in Materials Science and Technology at the University 
of Modena and Reggio Emilia. Writer, journalist and blogger, former school teacher, he 
collaborated with various newspapers and magazines, such as «Vanity Fair». He published 
Guida ai luoghi geniali. Le mete più curiose in Italia tra scienza, tecnologia e natura per piccoli 
e grandi esploratori (”Guide to brilliant places. The most interesting destinations in Italy for 
science, technology and nature for young and adult explorers”, Ediciclo, 2019), and, recently, 
the essay Materiali per la vita (“Materials for life”, Bollati Boringhieri, 2022). 
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Author: DEVIS BELLUCCI 
Title: MATERIALS FOR LIFE. THE INCREDIBLE STORIES 
OF BIOMATERIALS THAT FIX OUR BODY 
           (MATERIALI PER LA VITA. LE INCREDIBILI STORIE 
DEI BIOMATERIALI CHE RIPARANO IL NOSTRO CORPO) 
            
Pages:  240 
First Publisher: Bollati Boringhieri 
Publication date: 20th January, 2022 
 
Rights sold: Discourse - Labirint Group (Russia) 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

FIRST REPRINT AFTER 3 MONTHS 
 
 

IN THIS THRILLING AND SCIENTIFICALLY UPDATED ESSAY, DEVIS BELLUCCI 
TELLS US STORIES ABOUT MATERIALS THAT CAN INTERACT WITH LIFE: HOW 
THEY WERE DISCOVERED, HOW THEY EVOLVED, THE USE WE MAKE OF THEM. 
 
DEVIS BELLUCCI DOES WITH PHYSICS WHAT ALESSANDRO BARBERO DOES WITH 

HISTORY. 
 

“An interesting and even amusing essay, the result of research aimed at satisfying students' 
curiosity about anecdotes related to discoveries, difficult to find in textbooks.”  

Venerdì di Repubblica 
 

"A brilliant and thorough essay". Corriere della Sera 
 

“A fascinating journey, among brilliant minds, heroic experiments and fortuitous 
discoveries. The protagonists are, in fact, the biomaterials.” Salute di Repubblica 

 
“A beautiful and exciting essay”. Panorama 

 
“Devis Bellucci exposes in detail and with narrative mastery the research, the discoveries 
and the many applications, in different organs, of inert material. It is the story of how a 

border considered to be impassable was overcome with enormous advantages".  
Il Sole 24 ore 

 
“A journey, full of stories and anecdotes, in that borderland between medicine, 

biotechnology and materials science.” Il Resto del Carlino 
 

Materials science is a fascinating and mysterious discipline. Mark Miodownik, in his Stuff 
Matters (2015 and 2019), already caught our attention explaining what are substances made 
of, which is their chemical-physical structure and pointed out substances characteristics and 
the technologies used to produce them.   
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There is though an entire class of extraordinary materials we put into our bodies to live better, 
sometimes even to keep living. Our tissues, usually, do not get along with foreign bodies and 
these are generally rejected. Luckily, there is a number of materials that can bypass organism 
defense mechanisms and we have learnt how to make advantage of it to improve our quality 
of life. We call them biomaterials. Hip replacements, breast implants, contact lenses, 
pacemakers and anti-ageing fillers are just some examples of these remarkable materials. They 
have their own stories, made of pioneering and visionary research, of scientific twists, heroic 
experiments, lucky shots and even some scam.  
Devis Bellucci, Physics PhD working on biomaterials for over 10 years, in this thrilling and 
scientifically updated essay tells us stories about materials that can interact with life: how they 
were discovered, how they evolved, the use we make of them.  
 
Devis Bellucci (1977), Physics phd, is a researcher in Materials Science and Technology at the 
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia. He works on biomaterials for orthopedics, dentistry, 
bone tissue regeneration and repair. Writer, journalist and blogger, he collaborated with 
magazines among which «Vanity Fair». In his book Guida ai luoghi geniali (Brilliant places 
guide, 2019) he told about Italy’s top destinations for science, technology and innovation 
lovers. In 2022, Rizzoli will release his brilliant educational book Why does a fork have no 
flavor? (age 10+). 
 
  



Walkabout Literary Agency  Children’s Fiction (Age 9+) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 

 

 
Authors: CAROLA BENEDETTO E LUCIANA 
CILIENTO 
Title: MIA’S TRAVELS. THE WONDERS OF THE 
HEARTH. 
(I VIAGGI DI MIA. LE MERAVIGLIE DELLA TERRA) 

The first book of a series 
Illustration by Marco Albiero 
First Publisher: Tre60 kids (Gems Group) 
Publication date: 10th February, 2022 
Pages: 192 
 
           Rights: Worldwide 
 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 
FROM THE AUTHORS OF “STORIES FOR KIDS WHO 

WANT TO SAVE THE WORLD”, A NEW EXCITING ECOLOGICAL SERIES.  
4 VOLUMES, EACH SET IN AN ELEMENT OF NATURE: WATER, AIR, EARTH AND 
SUBSOIL. EACH VOLUME CONTAINS 6 ADVENTURES THROUGH WHICH THE 
PROTAGONIST, HAVING FUN AND CHATTING WITH UNEXPECTED FELLOW 

TRAVELERS, WILL LEARN A LOT ABOUT THE ECOSYSTEM AND THE BIODIVERSITY 
IN THE ELEMENTS. 

 
Stories for kids who want to save the world (DeA Planeta Italia, 2019) –
Rights sold to: Triangle Square/Seven Stories Press Usa (English world), 
Editora Bruguera & B De Blok/Penguin Random House Spain (Spanish 
World), Rotfuchs Verlag/Rowohlt (Germany), Litera (Romania), 
Wydawnictwo bis (Polonia).  
 

 
A FICTION SERIES THAT WANTS TO 
INSPIRE YOUNG READERS A MORE 
CONSCIOUS VISION, AND 
OTHERWISE FULL OF HOPE, OF THE 
HUMAN-NATURE RELATIONSHIP, 
ON THE BACK OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS 2030 AGENDA FOR 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Mia is a second-generation Italian girl, 
stubborn and curious, who has recently 
turned 10. She is in the middle of the 
lockdown for Covid 19, which she identifies with the derogatory nickname “Sthing”, 
overwhelmed by doubts and questions about the strange situation. Mia has a strong sense of 
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justice, and from what she hears, is convinced that is all the fault of bats if men can no 
longer go out, while the animals are finally free, fill streets and squares. One night, however, 
something unexpected happens: a bat with big and tender eyes – that she will soon call 
Batto – invites her to take a trip to see for herself how things really are in nature. And from 
here, some crazy adventures will begin, which will reveal to Mia how much the Earth 
is, inhabited by plants and fascinating creatures, who cooperate with each other 
through an incredible mechanism.  In the course of his adventures, she will learn 
how to implement the points of the UN Agenda 2030 for sustainable development. As 
Pierre Rabhi says: << It is natural to protect what we love! >>  

Among various crazy adventures, Mia will participate in 
the pollination of cocoa riding on the back of  “Mr. 
Mosquito”.  She will race against goats to speed away 
from the seeds of the branches of the Argan, helping it to 
preserve its species in the desert. In the cold water of the 
Arctic, she will sing with a whale and she will capture 
with her Co2, in opposition to the rise of global 
temperatures.  In a field, she will prepare a ball of dung 
with a dung beetle and will run over it following the 
Milky Way. Under the ground, among the intricate roots 
of the trees, will play with earthworms, helping them to 
bring oxygen into the ground.  She will see a just born 
bacterium, discovering that even it is susceptible to 
infection and then, with its thick “eyelashes” family, she 
will be busy fixing the nitrogen needed to plants, 
discovering that what is invisible is not necessarily a 
threat. She will make friends with a little pangolin, 
comprehending the need to protect the large forests that 

regulate in a natural way the subdivision of the environments, fundamental to preserve the 
good lives of all creatures.  

At the end of each volume, Mia will feel more and more serene, happy, and proud of 
belonging to Planet Earth, full of amazement and wonder, bringing a smile of hope to the 
family as well: «The Earth is not angry with us. Indeed, there is a magnificent party waiting 
for us out there! " 

Finally, she will look forward to the night, to learn new secrets of nature together with her 
friend Trello. 

First book – Mia’s travels. The wonders of the Earth (February, 2022) 
Second book  - Mia’s travels. The wonders of the Water (September, 2022) 
Third book – Mia’s travels. The wonders of the Air (February, 2023) 
Fourth book  - Mia’s travels. The wonders of the Subsoil (July, 2023) 
 
UN 2030’ Agenda - common goals with the book 
After the Millennium Development Goals that preceded them, the 17 objectives of the UN 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development represent common objectives with respect to 
fundamental issues for a peaceful and profitable coexistence on Planet Earth: among these, 
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the fight against poverty, the elimination hunger and the fight against climate change. They 
are "common goals" because they concern all countries and all individuals: no one is 
excluded, nor should they be left behind on the path necessary to lead the world on the path 
of sustainability. 
 
THIS SERIES INTENDS TO MAKE THE CONTENT OF SOME GOALS FOR EACH 
ENVIRONMENT AVAILABLE TO CHILDREN, THROUGH IMMERSION IN THE 
NATURAL MECHANISMS THAT REGULATE THE BALANCE OF THE PLANET. 
 
Here are the 2030 goals that you will find in the first book, environment-earth: 
 
No. 3 Health and welfare (animal contact epidemic) 
No. 4 Quality education (Mia experiences the importance of education also in the 
animal world, and declares its importance for all girls and boys on the planet) 
No. 5 Gender equality (Mia plays football, skates, shows that she feels free to 
experiment with any role in society) 
No. 11 Sustainable cities and communities 
No. 13 Fight against climate change 
No. 15 Life on Earth 
 
Carola Benedetto Indologist, author and film director. She edited the afterword of La 
sobrietà felice (Happy Sobriety) by Pierre Rabhi (Add Editore, 2013) and directed with Igor 
Piumetti the documentary Pierre Rabhi, Il mio corpo è la terra (Pierre Rabhi, my body is Earth 
and the earth). She is a regular guest on “Overland 19” on Rai 1 as a consultant on the classical 
age of India. Along with Luciana Cilento she is the author of La terra non è mai sporca (The 
Earth Is Never Dirty, Add Editore, 2018) and Storie per ragazze e ragazzi che vogliono salvare 
il mondo (Story for kids who want to save the world) (DeA Planeta Italia, 2019) translated in 
five languages. 
Luciana Ciliento Translator and interpreter. She is co-editor of the festival "Per sentieri e 
remiganti" oriented toward extra-ordinary travelers (which was held from 2007 to 2015 in 
Turin). She translated into English and Italian the DVD documentary Pierre Rabhi, Il mio 
corpo è la terra (Pierre Rabhi, my body is Earth and the earth), also editing the publishing 
production and presenting it throughout Italy. She is a regular guest on “Overland 19” on Rai 
1 as a consultant on the classical age of India. Along with Carola Benedetto she is the author 
of La terra non è mai sporca (The Earth Is Never Dirty, Add Editore, 2018) Storie per ragazze e 
ragazzi che vogliono salvare il mondo (Story for kids who want to save the world) (DeA 
Planeta Italia, 2019) translated in five languages. 
 

The illustrator: 

Marco Albiero is an illustrator who has officially worked for series such as: 

Sailor Moon, Saint Seya, Holly & Benji, Mila & Shiro, Roky Joe, Princess Sissi, Totally Spies, 
Mermaid Melody, Spider Riders, Gormiti, Blue Dragon, Tom & Jerry, Scooby Doo, Dragon 
Ball, LoliRock, Milla & Sugar, La Gatta Magica and many more!  To follow him and see his 
works: www.marcoalbiero.it 
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Title: THE STARS MAKE NO NOISE  
(LE STELLE NON FANNO RUMORE) 
Author: CAMY BLUE 
 
First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer 
Publishing date: February, 2023 
Pages: 300 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

THE LINE BETWEEN FICTION AND REALITY IS VERY 
THIN, A DECEPTION BECOMES PLAY AND TURNS INTO 

FEELING. 
 

A NOVEL THAT WILL MAKE THE HEART FLUTTER. TWO 
VERY DISTANT WORLDS, THE NEED TO FEEL 

UNDERSTOOD, A PAINFUL PAST OVERBEARINGLY 
SURFACING.  

 
Arianna has just graduated from high school with honors, yet her 

passion for science subjects will do her no good. Forced to juggle several jobs to make ends meet, 
Arianna lives in the Roman suburbs with her father Mauro, after her mother abandoned them, and 
puts up with their excesses and shortcomings. She has locked her dream of becoming a zoologist in a 
drawer; for relationships she has no time and especially no trust. Mattia, aka Gelo, is 30 years old and 
has risen to the top of the Italian music charts thanks to the bars of his rap songs. Addicted to success, 
he hides a stormy past behind a shell of arrogance, conceit, casual relationships with one-night stands. 
Dragged by her best friend to a concert, Arianna meets Mattia in the worst way: by surprising him in 
the dressing room while he is having sex with a fan. What neither of them imagines, as they argue to 
the tune of insults, is that Arianna will soon end up as a waitress at Wonderland, Mattia's manager's 
club, and the two will be forced to see each other very often.  Until, in order to combat the gossip 
about the rapper, his excesses of rage and his stormy romantic history, Vittorio, Gelo's manager, 
decides to concoct the craziest of set-ups: Arianna and Mattia will have to pretend to be engaged.  
Between artfully arranged dates, bickering, and irresistible attraction, the two will have to make 
Mattia's fans and public opinion believe that they are experiencing the most overwhelming of 
romances, but without actually falling in love, because Arianna has signed a contract expressly 
forbidding them to do so. She will have to be his fake girlfriend until the release of Gelo's new record 
and then disappear from his life with a handsome reward in her pocket.  Will it only be fiction, 
though? Will they both be ready to face the wounds of the past? For it is precisely the past that comes 
back to ruin their feeling, born in secret from everything and everyone. Arianna will have to deal with 
her father's debts and the threats of a loan shark who haunts them. Mattia will have to face the ghost 
of Pietro, his younger brother who died of an overdose, and the drug dealer who has just been released 
from prison to return to blackmail him. They will then be forced to fight for their love and happiness. 
 
Camy Blue is the pseudonym of an Italian author. 
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Author: ANTONIO BOGGIO 
Title: MURDER IN CARLOFORTE.  

(OMICIDIO A CARLOFORTE) 
 
Publisher: Piemme edizioni 
Publication date: 5th July 2022 
Pages: 260 

 
Rights: Worldwide  
 

TWO REPRINTS IN ONE MONTHS! 
 
"From Sardinia, an original voice of Italian 
crime". Francesco Abate 
 
CARLOFORTE, ISLAND OF SAN PIETRO - THE FINDING 
OF FATHER MORESCO’S CORPSE, GETS START AN 
INVESTIGATION THAT IS MORE COMPLICATED THAN 

EXPECTED. THE POLICE COMMISSIONER ALVISE TERRANOVA, LATELY 
TRANSFERRED TO THE ISLAND, WILL HAVE TO DEAL WITH POLITICAL PLOTS, 
ATTEMPTS TO SABOTAGE AND MISDIRECTION, TO FIND AOUT A SECRET SO LONG 
KEPT HIDDEN, A SECRET THAT FATHER MORESCO HAS PAID WITH HIS LIFE. ALL IN 
THE SHADE OF A REBORN LOVE OF YOUTH. 
 
Police commissioner Alvise Terranova has three passions: good wine, Tom Waits and writing 
poetry. He has been in Carloforte for a few weeks but he is not a foreigner, until the age of 
fourteen he lived on the island.  
 
On the threshold of the celebration of the Madonna dello Schiavo, one of the main festivals in 
the town, a report by the local broadcaster Tele Radio Maristella shows the damage caused by 
bad weather and an inscription appeared on the church wall: faith is in danger. 
The next morning, the perpetual Ines and the widow Opisso find the lifeless body of Father 
Moresco, priest of Carloforte for many years. The coroner declares that death is accidental, due 
to a fall from the stairs. 
 
From a first inspection, Alvise find out that a group of discontented faithful, led by Teresa 
Contini, mistress of the mayor of Carloforte, had started a petition to request the transfer of 
Father Moresco. The discontent of the small community is fueled by Moresco's proximity to 
Maddalena Tiragallo. Maddalena is Alvise's former schoolmate, whose loss of sight forced her 
into prostitution to keep her elderly father at the retirement home. 
 
Alvise find out that Moresco and Maddalena had an argument in the evening of Moresco's 
death; a testimony reported seeing her return to church a few hours later. The same testimony 
reveals that he also saw Angelo Traverso, Maddalena's boyfriend. 
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Although the commissioner agrees with the medical opinion on the causes of death, Alvise 
believes that behind this death there is a murder. Assisted by his closest collaborator, 
Inspector Rivano, they start the investigation.  
 
Among the priest's personal effects they find some scratch cards, a key and a roll of 
banknotes. Alvise is convinced that the key, which does not open any of the doors of the 
rectory, is the decisive element of the investigation. But that same evening Alvise receives an 
anonymous letter: the priest was killed by Cavassa and all the plans are turned upside down, 
almost like in the game of Chinese boxes, from each testimony are born new suspects and 
new threads of investigation. 

While the investigation continues, Alvise meets another former classmate, Elisabetta, who 
despite his defenses, manages to shake his melancholy and introverted nature. Between them 
born a sentimental bond, even though their encounters are continually interrupted by the 
needs of the investigation, which turns out to be much more complex than expected.  

Between political plots and local clientelism, intrigues of a different nature, attempted 
sabotage and misdirection, Alvise will be able to find out the secret so long kept hidden, 
which cost the life of Father Moresco, and finally, perhaps, will allow himself a space of the 
heart. 

Antonio Boggio's debut novel surprises for its fluid language, colored by dialectal 
expressions. The complex plot unfolds quickly between original characters and a 
setting full of charm. 
 
Antonio Boggio, born in 1982, grew up in Carloforte, on the island of San Pietro, a small 
island in the southwest of Sardinia. He currently lives and works in Cagliari. Some of his 
stories have appeared in anthologies: Paranoie (Cenacolo di Ares, 2014). Each place has its 
own voice (Palabanda editions, 2019). Together with other authors he participated in the 
drafting of the Repertoire of the mad of the city of Cagliari (Marcos y Marcos, 2016) edited by 
Paolo Nori. Murder in Carloforte is his debut novel, the first crime novel of the series with 
Police Commissioner Alvise Terranova. The author has already written the sequel and set the 
plot for the third novel of the series. 
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Author: PAOLO BONOLIS 
Title: LATE NIGHT 
           (NOTTE FONDA) 
 
Pages:  179 
First Publisher: Rizzoli 
 
Publication date: 4th October 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
 
‹‹He shifts his gaze to his wife's grey eyes. Around 
them, the flat bathed in silence. And around them, 
the city, noisy, electric, coming through the window. 
From outside, from the darkness of the night, theirs 
is one of many, hundreds, thousands of illuminated 
windows.›› 
 
 

A man and a woman, husband and wife, leave an 'aperitif' and walk home. It has been a 
long time since they have walked together, and the opportunity is there to have a 
freewheeling conversation. She hurts her shoes, but he finds them seductive. From the 
smallest things one is quick to move on to the highest systems in the verbal ping pong. 
Does the Dome (San Peter), i.e. the Church, oppress us or enchant us? The Almighty: 
who is he or what is he? When they get home, the close dialogue does not stop and it is 
enough to glance into the son's room, currently on a school trip, to see concerns arise, 
between a poster of Sferaebbasta and a pair of astronomically priced trainers: why does he 
want to leave the Catholic school? Why is he always alone? From there, husband and 
wife turn back on themselves and each other's jealousies: who is Mizuko and who is 
Rocco, the lifeguard she dug up on Facebook? The exchange of jokes leaves one 
breathless and meanwhile the two eat, drink, make love. And they resume talking about 
everything, about the ravages of technology and gorging on sushi. All night long. Until 
morning. 
 
PAOLO BONOLIS (Rome 1961). He has been one of the most popular entertainment 
stars in Italy over the last thirty years. He hosted the successful TV show for kids Bim 
Bum Bam (from 1982 to 1990), and then worked for Fininvest and for Rai hosting TV 
shows such as Non è la Rai (“This is not Rai TV”), I cervelloni (“Brainiacs”) and Beato tra le 
donne (“Blessed Art Thou Among Women”). He was instrumental in creating Ciao 
Darwin (“Hello Darwin”) and Chi ha incastrato Peter Pan? (“Who Framed Peter Pan?”), he 
hosted Striscia la notizia (alongside Luca Laurenti), two editions of the Sanremo Festival 
and the talk-show Il senso della vita (“The Meaning of Life”). Rizzoli has published his 
bestseller Perché parlavo da solo in 2019.  
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Author: ADRIAN N. BRAVI 
Title: GREEN EL DORADO 
        (VERDE ELDORADO) 
 
First Publisher: Nutrimenti, May 2022 
Pages 250 
 
Rights: Nutrimenti 
 
THE MIGRATION, THE SETTLING, THE SEARCH 
FOR AN ADOPTIVE WORLD, THE LANGUAGE 
AND ITS CONNECTIONS WITH THE COLLECTIVE 
CONSCIOUSNESS: THE WRITING THEMES OF 
ADRIAN N. BRAVI HERE MERGE IN A COMING-
OF-AGE STORY, IN A TRAVEL CHRONICLE, IN AN 
EXISTENTIAL PARABLE - OR SIMPLY IN THE 
VOICE OF A YOUNG MAN WHO, AFTER LOSING 
HIS PLACE IN THE OLD WORLD, IS ABLE TO FIND 
ANOTHER WHILE SEEKING HARMONY WITH 
THE NEW ONE.   

 
A FASCINATING NOVEL ABOUT SEBASTIAN 

CABOT’S TRAVELING, THE STORY OF AN EXISTENTIAL PARABLE THAT ALSO 
INCLUDES THE THEMES OF NATURE, LANGUAGE, INTEGRATION AND IDENTITY. 
 
THROUGH UGOLINO’S VOICE, THAT CHARMS US FROM THE VERY FIRST LINES, A 
NEW VISION OF NATURE, LIFE AND RELATIONS BETWEEN HUMAN BEINGS OPENS 
UP BEFORE THE READER. 
 

“I am asking you,” I told Giorgina while holding the Periphyseon, “because here it says that there 
has been a second creation after Adam’s. A creation that’s a bit lopsided, I’d say, not perfect. But 
here,” I said pointing at the forest, “it seems you have been created after the second creation, 
this one like a refined creation, retouched, do you know what I mean? The second, the one we 
have on the other side of the ocean, in the old world, is made of misfortunes and calamities. But 
this one, even if you do eat us raw, doesn’t seem made only for man… Here all that surrounds 
us, trees, animals, marshes… they seem to constantly begin, as if we were at the dawn of 
everything”. 

Ugolino is forced to wear a hood because he was disfigured by a fire, and in the very urban 
Venice of 1526, scarring is a disgrace to keep hidden, a horror, the memento of the misfortunes 
that life can trample you with. But the young man cannot stay long in the room where he is 
holing up. Not tolerating his presence, his father decides to have him board the expedition of 
a friend who at that point can claim the title of Piloto Mayor: Sebastian Cabot. On April 3rd, 
1526, Ugolino is aboard Cabot’s flagship. The route is for the Maluku Islands in Indonesia, but 
the legendary explorer will never get there. Cabot falls short of the contract with the Crown 
of Spain to chase after the tale of a few survivors of a past expedition, telling about a city made 
of silver and gold. At first the fleet penetrates the Río de la Plata, then goes up the rivers 
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Paraná and Paraguay. And it is while navigating on the Paraguay that Ugolino is captured by 
an indigenous tribe together with four comrades, immediately slaughtered and devoured. 
While he, freed from the hood, is spared precisely because of his disfigured face, since in those 
marks the natives recognize the touch of the Karai, the lords of fire. From then on, the young 
man starts to live with the indigenous people, discovering a nature, a culture, a humanity, a 
language to learn and understand without demanding or expecting anything in return. 
Because in those territories that barely appear on the maps of the West there is so much life 
to appreciate, as long as those maps and the usual perspectives on the world are overturned. 
A life that vibrates in each and every inch of reality and in the body of Giorgina, the girl that 
more than any other creature gives meaning to Ugolino’s settling, pushing him to wonder 
what the ultimate meaning of creation is.  

 

Adrián N. Bravi was born in Buenos Aires, he lived in Argentina until 
the end of the 1980s, and then moved to Italy to continue his philosophy 
studies. He lives in Recanati and works as a librarian at the University 
of Macerata. In 1999 he published his first novel in Spanish (Río Sauce, 
Paradiso - Buenos Aires) and around 2000 he started writing in Italian. 
Some of his books: Restituiscimi il cappotto (”Give me back my coat”, 
Fernandel 2014), La pelusa (”The pelusa”, Nottetempo 2007), Sud 1982 
(”South 1982”, Nottetempo 2008), Il riporto (”The comb over”, 
Nottetempo 2011 - finalist at the 2012 Comisso Prize), L’albero e la vacca 
(”The tree and the cow”, Feltrinelli 2013 - winner of the 2014 Bergamo 

Prize), L’inondazione (”The flood”, Nottetempo 2015), Variazioni straniere (”Foreign 
variations”, short stories, EUM 2015), La gelosia delle lingue (”The jealousy of languages”, 
essays, EUM 2017), L’idioma di Casilda Moreira (”The language of Casilda Moreira”, Exòrma 
2019), Il levitatore (”The levitator”, Quodlibet 2020). In 2010 he published a text for children, 
The thirsty tree (Helbling languages). His books have been translated into English, French, 
Spanish and Arabic.  
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Author: NICOLA BRUNIALTI 
Title: A NAME THAT’S NOT MY OWN 
           (UN NOME CHE NON È IL MIO) 
 
Pages:  350 
First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer 
Publication date: January 16, 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

Rights sold: Beijing Creative Art 创美时代 (China). 
 
A CHILD IN THE WARSAW GHETTO, THE COURAGE 
OF A WOMAN WILLING TO DO ANYTHING TO GIVE 
HIM A NEW LIFE. THE NOVEL INSPIRED BY THE 
REAL STORY OF IRENA SENDLER, THE «SCHINDLER 
OF WARSAW».  
 
 
 

WINNER OF THE ALVARO BIGIARETTI PRIZE, NICOLA BRUNIALTI ONCE AGAIN 
WRITES A BOOK WITH A STRONG SOCIAL MESSAGE, EXPLORING NOT ONLY 
MEMORY BUT ALSO RACISM AND INCLUSION. 

 
Vienna, 2020. Marcus is only fourteen years old when he gets suspended for five days, 
accused, together with three friends, of writing slurs directed at a Jewish classmate on the 
walls of the school. The young boy risks facing heavy charges, so his mother Johanna, 
desperate, turns to his grandfather Rudolf Steiner, a former teacher, asking him to step in and 
put in a good word with the current principal. Rudy, now eighty-four, deeply shaken by his 
nephew’s actions, decides to go on a trip to Poland with him. It will be the opportunity to tell 
him about his incredible and painful past, that not even his daughters know about, and relive 
his story, that of one of the last Jewish children saved by Irena Sendler, the “Schindler” of 
Warsaw, the heroine of the ghetto who hid the real names of thousands of those children in 
a jam jar buried under an apple tree. 
A novel inspired by the real story of Irena Sendler, the Polish heroine called the «Schindler of 
Warsaw», who in the early 1940s saved almost three thousand Jewish children. 
 
The narrative voice of Nicola Brunialti is powerful, he confirms himself as one of the Italian 
writers capable of telling a story that maintains stylistic dignity and originality of the plot in 

the face of themes as investigated as difficult as the anti-Semitism. Il Giornale 
 

“A crucial issue concerning memory, new generations, the rise of anti-Semitism, the role of 
parents and the school system”. Avvenire 

 
“Telling the story of Janusz, Brunialti writes above all the story of the heroic deeds of Irena 

Sendler who died almost 100 years old in 2008”. La Gazzetta di Parma 
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Nicola Brunialti has worked in advertising for many years, and was behind the campaigns for 
Lavazza, Tim, Alitalia and others. He has been a writer for popular TV shows since 2009. He is 
the author of more than 10 children’s fiction books, and of a number of songs by Simone 
Cristicchi and Renato Zero. With Sperling & Kupfer has published Il paradiso alla fine del 
mondo (2019). He is a descendant of Alessandro Manzoni. 
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Author: PINO CACUCCI 
Title: THE ELBAN ERRANT - LIFE, DEEDS 
AND LOVES OF A SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
AND OF HIS YOUNG FRIEND MIGUEL DE 
CERVANTES 
(L’ELBANO ERRANTE - VITA, IMPRESE E 
AMORI DI UN SOLDATO DI VENTURA E DEL 
SUO GIOVANE AMICO MIGUEL DE 
CERVANTES) 
 
First Publisher: Mondadori   
Publication date: 31st May, 2022 
Pages: 936 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

 

FINALIST AT ACQUI HISTORY AWARD 2022 
FINALIST AT MANZONI AWARD 2022 

 

PINO CACUCCI SETS IN MOTION A GIANT 
NARRATIVE MACHINE GRINDING  ADVENTURES, HISTORY, POETRY, SHIPS, 

ARMS, COMMANDERS, CONCUBINES, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, BATTLES, MASSACRES 
AND SENTIMENTS. 

AN ADVENTURE ABOUT REPRESSION AND INJUSTICE, ”THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
RENAISSANCE”. 

 
"Cacucci is a craftsman, a builder of plots, atmospheres and characters."   
Federico Fellini 

 
IS AVAILABLE AN EXTENDED INFO SHEET  

 
“The simple soldier of the Tercios Viejos de Napoles Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra was sitting 
on the barrack cot, sipping red wine with the Sargento Mayor who was in charge of his company 
of infantrymen; the other was standing, his back leaning on the wall next to the large window 
overlooking the alleys that rose steeply up to Castel Sant’Elmo. 
The familiarity that had been established between them, after a series of vicissitudes, was 
encouraged by the good red wine…  
«Why do they call you Elban?» 
«I come from an island off the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, Elba. Tormented by the Turks, who 
burned my mother alive and kidnapped my sister, at the time hardly more than a child… And I 
will find her.» 
The Spanish man took another sip, with a pensive expression. 
«You will find her… and do you know where she is now?» 
«Yes.» 
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Miguel understood that that issue had to be left to settle, and later on, perhaps… He preferred 
to satisfy other curiosities. 
«How long have you been fighting?» 
«Since I was fifteen years old.» 
Miguel raised his eyebrows, thinking that this forty-something veteran had to have been to hell 
and back; besides, his face, that looked like it had been carved in stone and marked by all kinds 
of scars, was an adventurous tale in itself that piqued his desire to know more.   
«Without ceasing?» asked Miguel. 
«Without respite.» 
«Aren’t you tired of all the blood?» 
Lucero nodded slowly. 
«Yes. But only Sister Death will give me peace.» 
«Why do you call it that? Are you devoted to Saint Francis? I thought you were to Archangel 
Michael.» 
«I’m devoted only to this» he answered patting the hilt of his sword in the sheath. 
«Well, after all, the sword is a cross, in every way…»”  
 
Elba Island, spring of 1544. The Turkish corsairs, led by Khayr al-Din known as Barbarossa, 
admiral of the fleet of Suleiman the Magnificent, disembark at night on a beach nearby 
Longone - today Porto Azzurro - starting the invasion of the island. 
Sixteen-year-old Lucero and his sister Angiolina, one year younger, are preparing for squid 
fishing: the night is favorable, but in truth the Red Moon is shining, an ill omen. Sure enough, 
the Turkish corsairs arrive, wounding Lucero and kidnapping Angiolina. 
Lucero becomes an ”unbeatable dueler” and a soldier of fortune, driven by an overwhelming 
feeling of revenge, and Angelina enters the Lord of Algiers’ nuptial bed: she changes her name 
to Aisha, she gives a son to the sovereign of the corsair city-state, becoming the Favorite. 
Lucero (”the Elban errant”) goes on to slaughter Turks while Angiolina-Aisha (”the Christian 
whore”) is the right hand woman of the Pasha. 
Lucero falls into disgrace - for a murder committed as an assassin - with the Duke of Tuscany, 
he joins the Tercios of Naples and sets sail on a galleon en route for Veracruz, in the Nueva 
España (that is Mexico), land of the brutal Conquistadores. Then he comes back to Europe 
and finds himself fighting at Lepanto, the ”Battle of the battles”. And that’s where he meets, 
hardly more than twenty years old, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, who fled Spain after 
killing (or perhaps only seriously wounding) a man in a duel (who had ridiculed his poems…). 
Lucero found out from the Trinitarian friars (who in Algiers negotiate the liberation of 
Christian slaves) that Angiolina is there, and she is alive. All that’s left to do is exact his 
revenge and take his sister and nephew Jalal with him.  
Pino Cacucci sets in motion a giant narrative machine grinding adventures, history, poetry, 
ships, arms, commanders, concubines, religious beliefs, battles, massacres and sentiments. 
Through Lucero we follow Cervantes from Lepanto to the writing of Don Quixote. With 
Angiolina/Aisha we are on the stage of Algiers, the corsair city-state par excellence. Everything 
becomes - synthesis of the spirit of the novel - adventure. But an adventure about repression 
and injustice, the other side of the Renaissance.   
 
At the end of the novel, an ”epilogue” narrates the life of Cervantes from the liberation 
in Algiers - which occurred on October 24th, 1580 - until Don Quixote, through 
frustrations and disappointments, every kind of difficulty (among which a period in 
prison) and a wretched life in various professions… There may be a sequel to the novel. 
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Pino Cacucci, (1955) Born in Alessandria he grew up in 
Chiavari, near Genua, and moved to Bologna in 1975 to study 
at the faculty of the performing arts. In the early 1980s he 
spent long periods of time in Paris and Barcelona, and then in 
Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years. 
He is a translator and was awarded several prizes, including 
that for the best translation from the Cervantes Institute in 
Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in Mexico 
City. He published Outland rock (Traseuropa, 1988, winner of 
the MystFest prize; Feltrinelli, 2007), Puerto 
Escondido (Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and 

finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which Gabriele Salvatores based the homonymous film, 
Tina (Tina Modotti’s biography), upon which a Mexican producer is developing a tv 
series, San Isidro Futbòl , upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva San 
Isidro, starring Diego Abatantuono, (Interno Giallo, 1991; Feltrinelli, 2005), La polvere del 
Messico (“Mexico’s dust”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 1996, 2004), Punti di fuga (“Vanishing 
points”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 2000), Forfora (”Dandruff”, Granata Press, 1993), later on 
expanded into Forfora e altre sventure (“Dandruff and other misfortunes”, Feltrinelli, 1997), In 
ogni caso nessun rimorso (“In any event no remorse”, Longanesi, 1994; Feltrinelli, 2001), La 
giustizia siamo noi (”We are justice”, with Otto Gabos; Rizzoli, 2010). With Feltrinelli he also 
published: Camminando. Incontri di un viandante (“On the road. Encounters of a wayfarer”, 
1996, Terra- City of Palermo Prize), Demasiado Corazòn (1999, Giorgio Scerbanenco Noir 
Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), Ribelli! (“Rebels!”, 2001, Special Prize of the jury at Fiesole 
Narrativa), Gracias México (2001), Mastruzzi indaga (”Mastruzzi investigates”, 2002), 
Oltretorrente (“Beyond the stream”, 2003, finalist at the Paolo Volponi National Literary 
Prize), Nahui (2005), Un po’ per amore, un po’ per rabbia (”A bit for love, a bit for rage”, 2008, 
that came out in Universale economica edition in two volumes titled Vagabondaggi, 
”Wanderings”, 2012, and La memoria non m’inganna, ”Memory does not trick me”, 2013), Le 
balene lo sanno. Viaggio nella California messicana (“Whales know. Journey through Mexican 
California”, 2009, Emilio Salgari Prize 2010), ¡Viva la vida! (2010; "Audiobooks Emons-
Feltrinelli", 2011), Nessuno può portarti un fiore (”No one can bring you flowers”, 2012, Chiara 
Prize), Mahahual (2014), Quelli del San Patricio (“San Patricio’s battalion”, 2015), 
Mujeres (2018; with Stefano Delli Veneri in the series Feltrinelli Comics) and, in the 
digital series Zoom, with Stefano Delli Veneri, upon which an International producer 
is developing a tv series), Tijuanaland (2012), Colluttorius (2012), Campeche (2013), 
Acapulco (2014), Ferrovie secondarie (”Secondary railways”, 2014) and Irlanda por 
siempre! (2015; illustrated by Stefano Delli Veneri). For Feltrinelli he also 
edited Latinoamericana by Ernesto Che Guevara and Alberto Granado (1993) and Io, Marcos. 
Il nuovo Zapata racconta (“I, Marcos. Stories by the modern Zapata”, 1995). He translated 
more then one hundreds of Spanish and Latin American novels into Italian, among whom 
Claudia Piñeiro, Enrique Vila-Matas, Ricardo Piglia, David Trueba, Gabriel Trujillo Muñoz, 
Manuel Rivas, Carmen Boullosa, Maruja Torres, Carlos Franz, Manuel Vicent. Some of his 
novels are translated into 7 languages and two of his books are about to go into 
production for international TV series. 
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Author: FRANCESCO CARINGELLA 
Title: THE BEST LIE  
           (LA MIGLIORE BUGIA) 
 
First Publisher: Mondadori 

Publication date: 10th May, 2022 
Pages:  350 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

 
IN A COURTROOM, CROWDED WITH LIES AND 

HALF TRUTHS, THE FATE OF AN 
UNDECIPHERABLE ACCUSED IS DECIDED, BUT 

ALSO OF THE MEN AND WOMEN CALLED TO 
ACCUSION HIM. 

 
THE NEW LEGAL THRILLER BY ONE OF THE MOST 
SKILLFUL ITALIAN CRIME WRITERS AT TELLING 

ABOUT THE MECHANISMS, THE SHORT-CIRCUITS AND THE BLIND SPOTS OF THE 
LAW - AS WELL AS THE STRUGGLE, THE DREAMS AND THE GHOSTS  

OF HIS JUDGES AND DEFENDANTS. 
 

VIRGINIA DELLA VALLE IS BACK. THE PRESIDENT OF THE ASSIZE COURT IS THE 
PROTAGONIST OF OLTRE OGNI RAGIONEVOLE DUBBIO (“BEYOND ANY 

REASONABLE DOUBT”), FRANCESCO CARINGELLA’S DEBUT NOVEL WITH GIALLO 
MONDADORI THAT SOLD MORE THAN 10.000 COPIES. 

 
Bari, a scorching Monday at the end of July. Giulia Orefice, rough and solitary pensioner, is 
found dead in her apartment. Everything points to a death from natural causes: the house is 
in order, the body composed. The scene is actually so perfect that the investigators are not 
convinced, and exceptionally request an autopsy. The result: death by strangulation. Who 
would have wanted to silence old Orefice? Suspicions soon concentrate on Giovanni 
Campanaro, the victim’s accountant, who seems to have the strength, the opportunity and 
especially the motive for the crime: Giovanni owed a lot of money - too much money - to his 
client. Elisabetta Ceraci, the public prosecutor in charge of the case, is convinced of this. 
Whether Campanaro is innocent or not, is not his defense lawyer’s problem, Enrico Martucci 
(also known as “the Hyena” because of his wild laugh with which, the legend says, he 
celebrates his victory in the most desperate cases): for Martucci, the only truth that counts is 
the one that emerges from the trial. Campanaro’s innocence cannot be proved? No harm 
done, to suggest that someone else could possibly be guilty is enough - at the risk of 
fabricating a second suspect. Judge Virginia Della Valle sits between the two lawyers. In that 
court room, Virginia has heard many stories, she has seen many faces, she has assisted at 
many cases…  but not even she can decipher the Campanaro puzzle: is he the murderer caught 
red-handed, or the perfect victim of the wheels of the Law? And does his wife, who watches 
him from the benches, and in whose eyes Virginia recognizes something of herself, think she 
married a monster or an unfortunate angel? Only the reader will find out the truth hiding in 
the soul of the most unexpected person.  
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Francesco Caringella, formerly chief of police and criminal magistrate in Milan during the 
judicial investigation Mani Pulite, is currently president of the Chamber in the Council of 
State. Moreover, he is President of the Guarantee Commission for the Authority for 
Communications Guarantees and judge of the Guarantor of the Code of Sportsmanship of 
CONI. Author of numerous legal works, he also published three fiction books: Il colore del 
vetro (“The color of glass”, 2012), Non sono un assassino (“I am not a killer”, 2014, winner of 
the Premio Roma for fiction) and Dieci minuti per uccidere (“Ten minutes to kill”, 2014). With 
Mondadori he published the essays Dieci lezioni sulla giustizia (“Ten lessons on justice”, 
2017), La corruzione spuzza (“Corruption stinks”, 2017), written together with Raffaele 
Cantone. The sharp procedural legal thriller Oltre ogni ragionevole dubbio (“Beyond any 
reasonable doubt”, 2019) has been optioned for a film adaptation. 
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 Author: PAOLO CASADIO 
 Title:     COTTONFLOWER 
                 (FIORDICOTONE) 
 
 Pages:   320 
 First Publisher: Manni Editore 
 Publication: January, 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold: Edhasa (Spanish world), Editura Rao 
(Romania) 
 
IL BAMBINO DEL TRENO Rights sold to: Hoffmann 
& Campe (Germany), Edhasa (Spanish world), Editura 

Rao (Romania) 
 
A HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR BECAUSE OF HER BEAUTY, ALMA VITA FINDS HERSELF 
IN AN ITALY DEVASTATED AND CRUMBLED BY THE WAR WITHOUT A HOME AND 
IN A COUNTRY THAT SHE DOES NOT RECOGNIZE.  
 

BUT THE GREATEST DAMAGE IS THE ONE SHE CARRIES IN HER INTIMACY, AND 
ONLY THE SEARCH OF HER DAUGHTER CAN GIVE HER THE STRENGTH TO COME 
TO TERMS WITH LIFE.  
 

In that excised existence she saw the reflection of her loved ones, the shame of surviving them. 
And everywhere she felt inside the long humiliation suffered: the sour taste in the mouth, the 
miserable and persistent feeling of violence. She had to clean up, in that warm and little pond, 
the perfect body that saved and condemned her because she no longer perceived its meaning, 
the breath and air that donate the perception of her last short life. 
With the determination similar to dogs when they lick their paws, she rubbed with the soapy 
sponge the tattooed numerical mark, until the skin turned red. As to disintegrate it in a liquid 
mist because there was nothing except incredulity. The reality of the hell nullified the possibility 
of later existence, the possibility of God, because that hell was so bottomless and without dignity 
to leave no hope. There was nothing more. Only Cottonflower.  
 

“And this is the strength of the story, Alma's return journey, from Poland to Romagna, in 
search of her child, but  for her, who came from the hell, it is an incessant struggle not to go 

to Sheol, the kingdom of shadows.” La Repubblica 
 

“A shocking novel, a vigorous writing.” Il Foglio 
 

A dip in the violent convulsions of the newly liberated Italy." Corriere di Romagna 
 
In June 1945 Alma Vita, Omero Da Fano’s wife, returns to Lugo di Romagna where, in 
December 1943, she was arrested with her family for the order’s execution to intern all Jews 
(Order Buffarini-Guidi number 5 of 30/11/43). Only Alma survived the camp. Her beauty saved 
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her in a destructive way, taking away any reasons to exist except the search of her daughter 
Velia, hidden by a stranger at the time of the arrest. In June 1945, Alma Vita is one of the sixty 
million “displaced persons”: refugees, prisoners, deported, interned, civilians, soldiers. All 
people outside their national borders for war’s reasons that, with unspeakable efforts and all 
sorts of difficulties, undertake the way back. Alma’s long journey unfolds from Poland to the 
“Romagna” through Switzerland. The entry into Italy reveals a country crumbled by the 
conflict and the contradictions that followed the end of hostilities. Alma looks, observes, but 
she does not care about the damages she sees. The greatest destruction is inside her. Her only 
thought, her obsession is to find Velia to lead her into a world where violence is banned. In 
Lugo, Alma can’t find anyone from the Jewish community. Her home has been confiscated 
and sold.  The help of an enterprising priest, a redeemed hustler and a repentant marshal of 
Carabinieri let her discover where her daughter was taken. The journey continues and the 
search for her daughter becomes a reason to recover her identity.  

 
Press Review 

 
“The kid on the train is a story of people and places, protagonists capable of 
preserving innocence and simplicity. The intensity of the language and the 

ability of narration are the virtues of Paolo Casadio.” 
Corriere della Sera 

 
“The kid on the train is an un interrupted coup de coeur, narrated with grace 

and a remarkable litterary style. But is first of all a superb love story, a story of survival, of 
scratched hands, of hard work and also a story of wonder and dismay”. 

Il Foglio 
 

"In rural Tuscany the lightning of the Shoah. (...) An hypnotic narration". 
La Repubblica 

 
Paolo Casadio made his debut with the novel La Quarta Estate (Piemme, 2014), it won several 
literary Awards: the 17th Prix Ravenna, the National Dolphin Prize of Costa Pisana 2015, 
the International Montefiore Conca Award 2015, the International Award for a Debut 
Novel Cinqueterre-Sirio-Guerrieri 2015, the Jury Award of the International Prize 

“Città di Pontremoli 2016”, the Prize “Cattolica 2016”, the 
30° Massarosa Prize for debut novel, the Carver Prize 2017 
and the Francesco Serantini Prize 2017. Il bambino del treno 
has won in 2018 the Palmastoria Award, the San 
Domenichino Literary Award, the Zeno Prize, the Città di 
Massa Prize, the Crovi-Letteratura d’Appennino Award, 
the Cava de’ Tirreni Award and the Locanda del Doge 
Prize and it’s finalist at Lord Byron Award 2018, at Città 
di Arcore Prize, at Città di Murex Prize and at Massa Città 
Fiabesca Prize. 
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Author: SILVIA CIOMPI 
Title: TODAY I WILL BE STORM  
 (OGGI SARÒ TEMPESTA) 
  
First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer 

Publication date: 24th May, 2022 

Pages: 250 

 

Rights: Worldwide 
 

WITH THE STYLE THAT BY NOW CHARACTERIZES 
HER, SILVIA CIOMPI EXPLORES A GREAT FEMALE 
FRIENDSHIP - FOR THOSE WHO HAVE READ AND 

LOVED THE NOVELS BY SILVIA AVALLONE AND 
MICHELA MARZANO 

 
AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE TUSCAN MAREMMA,THE STORY OF TWO 

WOMEN WHICH THEY FACE WITH COURAGE THE CHALLENGES OF EVERYDAY 
LIFE, DEMONSTRATING EXTRAORDINARY STRENGTH AND  

A GREAT ABILITY TO LOVE. 

TODAY I WILL BE STORM IS THE TALE OF A GREAT FEMALE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
TWO DIFFERENT WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN EQUALLY SCARRED BY THE 

VICISSITUDES OF LIFE. A VISCERAL NARRATIVE THAT MOVES AND MAKES US 
REFLECT. 

“Not all people come to hurt us. Some come to heal.” 

Greta, hardly more than twenty years old, has the deep desire to drop a university course that 
doesn’t suit her and a number of novel drafts on her pc. In order to pay for her tuition and 
appease her controlling father, every summer she works in a factory in the heart of the Tuscan 
Maremma, a place exuding neglect and desperation. Yet that’s where in her darkest moment 
she meets Lidia, abandoned by her husband with a fifteen-year-old son who feels more and 
more like a stranger to her. Exhausting shift after exhausting shift, between the two a deep, 
close friendship develops: for Greta, a safe harbor in the storm of emotions caused by her love 
for Simon, a young man from Ghana working with her; for Lidia, a source of comfort in the 
difficulties of her family situation. And it is thanks to the strength of their bond that they both 
will find the courage to change their lives. With this new novel, Silvia Ciompi proves 
herself to be a truly talented author, capable of going beyond the genre she became 
known for, and of telling a more mature and adult story than can expand her target 
audience. 

Silvia Ciompi was born in 1993 and lives in Tuscany. She debuted first on Wattpad and then 
in bookstores with great public success. With Sperling she published Tutto il buio dei miei 
giorni (”All the darkness of my days”), Tutto il mare è nei tuoi occhi (”All the sea is in your 
eyes”) and Volevo solo sfiorare il cielo (”I just wanted to touch the sky”, 2021). 
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Author:  GIULIA CORSALINI 
Title:     KOLJA. A FAMILY STORY 

   (KOLJA. UNA STORIA FAMILIARE) 
 

Pages:  250 
First Publisher: nottetempo 
Publication date: June 19, 2020 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
La lettrice di Čechov  - Rights sold to: Nonsolo 
Verlag (Germany), Safsafa (Arabic World) 
 

AFTER HER BRILLIANT DEBUT NOVEL “THE ČHEKHOV’S LECTURER”, GIULIA 
CORSALINI SURPRISES US WITH A STORY ABOUT THE DELICATE BALANCE OF FIVE 
UNCERTAIN AND INTERTWINED DESTINIES. 
 

“Kolja. With his spider’s body, slippery of seawater, clings to me in a point too deep for him, 
beyond the rocks, with his hazel, golden, frightened eyes and the dripping eyelashes, water and 
snot dripped from his nose, the prominent chest like a chaffinch… ‘You don’t need to be afraid’ 
I told, holding him.” 

“A family story where everything is in half and everything is twofold. Starting from the 
meaning of words, that Giulia Corsalini masters with wonderful, only apparent, simplicity.” 

La Repubblica 
 

“The extraordinary aspect of this writer is the ease with which a “family story” makes a 
political tale all evoked, all alluded. A painful account on the era of selfishness and the 

attempt so human and perhaps vain, to try to redeem oneself.” Venerdì di Repubblica 
 

“Corsalini is always able to portray characters of the poor, without sentimental or pietistic 
flaws (…) The real protagonist of this book is this “trapped” couple, that is lost and no longer 

knows how to find itself.” Il Sole 24 ore 
 
“Giulia Corsalini confirms the introspective vein of the wonderful debut “Chechov’s Lecturer” 

Corriere della Sera 
 

“Kolja explains well that, to love a son and perhaps a man, a woman must abandon every 
illusion about time, just as children are forced into the orphanage; it’s to deny time as cold 

property that gives the right to face such lively innocence.” Il Foglio 
 

During summer, in a house of a country by the sea, a separated couple hosts three Ukrainian 
children: they are Nataša, the Kolja brothers and Katia arrived in Italy from their foster home 
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for spending some “healing vacations”. Natalia and Marcello are trying to put the pieces back 
together for their compromised relationship, facing an experience that proves immediately 
to be unsettling:  What do they expect from these extraneous children, difficult to decipher 
and already marked by life? And what can they give to them, which illusion of harmony and 
trust, if they are the first no longer well oriented in their own blocked and failed existence? 
At the end of a season divided for all of them, between tenderness and disorientation, 
everything seems to be like before, but with new doubts and suspended expectations: the 
kids in their distant foster home; Marcello fully committed to his Latin studies and Natalia 
reabsorbed by her skittish temper. Until when, during the conflict broken out in Ukraine, 
they lose the traces of the restless and fragile Kolja; and for the couple, the search of the 
missing child leads to new questions that become now urgent: on the responsibility, on the 
sense of being parents and on the difficult – possible? – construction of an irregular family, 
that gathers in it the delicate balance of five uncertain and intertwined destinies.  

“THE ČHEKHOV’S LECTURER” ENCHANTED CRITICISM AND PUBLIC: 

SUPERMONDELLO PRIZE 2019 
INTERNATIONAL MONDELLO LITERARY PRIZE 2019 

NARRATIVE FICTION NATIONAL PRIZE BERGAMO 2019 
“GLI ASINI” PRIZE 2019 

NOVEL SELECTED BY ROME’S LIBRARY PRIZE 2019 
FINALIST VIADANA PRIZE 2019 

FINALIST MASSAROSA PRIZE 2019 
 

“As in certain pages of Lalla Romano, so much of this story of pain, disorientation and 
happiness is played on the unsaid, on the silences that shape human relationships.” Corriere 
della Sera 

"A narrative debut of exquisite delicacy and sensitivity." Il Sole 24 Ore 

“A beautiful debut novel, a compelling novel without being hostage to a plot, and a very 
refined literary novel without being at the mercy of a weak-willed literary style.” Venerdì di 
Repubblica 

“A melancholic and internal writing of remarkable introspective thickness.” Mondello 
Prize Jury 

Giulia Corsalini lives in the Recanati countryside with her 
husband and their two sons. Teacher and Author of literary critic 
essays, she published in 2018 with nottetempo her fortunate 
debut novel La Lettrice di Čechov that won in 2019 the 
International Literary Mondello Prize, the SuperMondello, The 
Asini Prize, and the Narrative Fiction National Prize of Bergamo.  

. 
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Author: ANGELO FERRACUTI (text) – 
GIOVANNI MARROZZINI (photography) 
Title: JOURNEY ON THE RIVER WORLD. 
AMAZON 
           (VIAGGIO SUL FIUME MONDO. 
AMAZZONIA) 
 
Pages:  250 + 40 photographs 
First Publisher: Mondadori, Strade Blu 
Publication date: 30th August 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
THE REPORTAGE ON THE EXPLOITED AND 
PLUNDERED LANDS WHERE INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE 
 
A FASCINATING STORY IN WORDS AND 
PICTURES THAT AIMS AT RENEWING THE 

TRADITION OF REPORTAGE, ON THE TRAIL OF GREAT MASTERS SUCH AS 
SEBASTIÃO SALGADO AND NORMAN LEWIS, THE AMERICAN JOURNALIST WHO, 
WITH ”GENOCIDE” (“SUNDAY TIMES” 1969), EXPOSED THE TRAGEDY OF THE 
AMAZONIAN PEOPLES TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 
 
“Crossing the borders of the Amazon rainforest, to its most hidden and dangerous depths, 
is a privilege reserved for a few. It takes courage, the right contacts, a pinch of healthy 
madness to enter the heart of that noisy silence called "the lung of the Earth", where 
uncontacted tribes still live, who want nothing to know about modernity, and animals that 
no biologist has so far labeled. The writer Angelo Ferracuti and the photographer Giovanni 
Marrozzini, with this reportage book, take the reader by the hand or push him to that last 
frontier. " Sara Gandolfi, Corriere della Sera 
 
"A reportage that is also an exploration of an extraordinary human culture that is 
increasingly at risk". Alberto Riva, Il Venerdì di Repubblica 
 
For years the river world has been the magnificent obsession of Angelo Ferracuti and 
photographer Giovanni Marrozzini: a book came out of it, that, like the classic “Let Us Now 
Praise Famous Men” by James Agee and Walker Evans, is not afraid of expressing itself in two 
different languages, one independent from the other: literary reportage and story in pictures. 
They both aim at reaching the ancient heart of a devastated world on which our survival, as 
well as its own, nevertheless depends. 
Angelo and Giovanni set up the motorboat Amalassunta and traveled up the largest river of 
the planet: they met the peoples living in the heart of the forest, some on the brink of 
extinction, others threatened by loggers, gold diggers, multinational oil companies. The more 
they move forward, the more you have the distinct feeling of hanging in the balance between 
the damages of exploitation and the dazzling remainders of many tenacious identities. 
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Giovanni, attracted by the myths of creation, by the deep original cultures, by the ritual 
celebrations, leaves us with a tormented as well as magical vision of bodies, eyes, vegetation 
and water.  
Angelo makes us feel the beauty of places and peoples threatened by oil companies, 
deforesting fazendeiros, far-right paramilitary groups.  
Together with the degradation, the toxic waters, the drugs and the prostitution, the political 
intelligence of opponents emerges, as well as the critical exercise of those who won’t give in, 
the stubborn resistance of the peoples: that of the Yanomami in Catrimani and of the leader 
Davi Kopenawa, that of the Waimiri Atroari, the revival of the Assembly of the Guaranì people 
in the Chaco, the militancy of Radio Ucamara in Nauta, Peru, the coexistence of twenty-three 
different indigenous ethnicities in São Gabriel da Cachoeira.  
Fearless captains, Angelo and Giovanni left their Amalassunta to the  Piccolo Nazareno 
Association, so that it could become a floating school - a new, small, form of resistance. 
 
As Ryszard Kapuscinski says: “only when traveling a reporter feels at home». 
 
And this is what happened to Angelo and Giovanni, fearless captains of the Amalassunta. 
From the river’s mouth to its source, the trip renews and explores the urgency to get to know 
and bear witness to a world as doomed as it is determined to resist. 
 
This trip has been documented throughout ten videos Viaggio nel fiume mondo 
“Journey on the river world”: 
https://lab.greenandblue.it/2021/viaggio-sul-fiume mondo/ 
 

Angelo Ferracuti has written novels and narrative reportages, including Il costo della vita 
(“The Cost of Life”, Einaudi, 2013, with a photographic insert by Mario Dondero, winner of “Lo 
Straniero” Prize), Andare, camminare, lavorare (“Going, Walking, Working”, Feltrinelli, 2015), 
Addio (“Farewell”, Chiarelettere, 2016), La metà del cielo (”Half of the sky”, Mondadori, 2019), 
Non ci resta che l’amore (”Love is all we have left”, Saggiatore, 2021). He collaborates with a 
number of newspapers and magazines, and with Radio3. 
 
Giovanni Marrozzini (Fermo, 1971) has carried out numerous reportages in Africa, Central 
and South America, the Balkans and the Middle East that were collected in photographic 
books.  
Winner of many national and international prizes, in 2016 he founded Parolamia: in 
collaboration with the bookstore Hoepli, he exchanges his images (limited edition) with new 
literature, history and art books, creating a library for his children and other libraries around 
the world. His website is www.morrozzini.com 
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Author: ANGELO FERRACUTI 
 Title:     LOVE IS ALL WE HAVE LEFT 

     (NON CI RESTA CHE L’AMORE) 
 

 Pages: 298 
 First Publisher: Il Saggiatore 
 Publication: 29th September, 2021 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 

FIRST REPRINT AFTER TWO WEEKS! 
 

THE TALE OF A GREAT FRIENDSHIP AND THE EXCEPTIONAL LIFE 
OF A MAN WHO, WITH A CAMERA AROUND HIS NECK, HAS 

INSATIABLY CHASED HISTORY.  
 

«Mario Dondero always appears all of a sudden, with his unmistakable step, his tartan cap pulled 
down over his head and the small Leica in his hand, with which he is capable of inventing life, here and 
now, in the miraculous instant of an encounter».  
 

Paris, 1950s. A few people are gathered in the middle of a street, they are still, as if waiting for 
something or someone. One of them has bristly grey hair, another is almost bald, he’s chatting with a 
mustached man, his hands folded over his chest; yet another is spitting out smoke from a cigarette, 
absorbed in who knows what thoughts. Somebody is there, in front of them, with a Leica in his hand, 
he pushes the button, click. The photograph we are holding now, sixty-two years later, looks like a 
stolen or accidental snapshot; yet Mario Dondero’s finger leaves nothing to chance, and the picture 
he took of Samuel Beckett, Claude Simon, Robbe-Grillet and the other figures of the French literary 
avant-garde is one of his masterpieces. But Dondero does not surround himself only with the 
outstanding people of the century - Fidel Castro, Pasolini, Francis Bacon-: he goes searching for life 
in the most remote corners of the planet, tireless and insatiable, shooting and shooting. Pictures of 
Iraqi bakers, Tunisian farmers, Portuguese fishermen, French workers on strike, because even those 
with no name have something to tell. Where he doesn’t find life, he invents it, every roll is a 
metamorphosis of reality into poetry. For those who met him, Dondero is the former partisan 
impassioned for humanity, an «elf of places» constantly traveling, in search of the beating heart that 
pumps blood into History. Angelo Ferracuti, who has been Dondero’s friend and disciple, achieves 
the metamorphosis of reality into art, he writes about the adventure of this extraordinary life and, 
with a dense and emotional style, tells of an era of anticipation and hope, an era when everything was 
still possible. “Love is all we have left”, just like a photograph, captures the unique moment when 
human experience transmutes into a universal tale. 
 
Angelo Ferracuti is a writer born in 1960. He is the author of Attenti al cane (“Beware of the Dog”, 2000), Le 
risorse umane (“Human Resources”, 2006- winner of the “Sandro Onofri” Prize), Viaggi da Fermo (“Travels 
from Fermo”, 2009), Il costo della vita (“The Cost of Life”, Einaudi, 2103, winner of “Lo Straniero” Prize), 
Andare, camminare, lavorare (“Going, Walking, Working”, Feltrinelli, 2015), Addio (“Farewell”, Chiarelettere, 
2016). He writes for “Il Manifesto”, “Avvenire”, “Venerdì di Repubblica” and “La Lettura” of “Corriere della Sera”. 
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Author: ANTONIO IOVANE 
Title: A LONELY MAN - THE LAST HOURS OF LUIGI 

TENCO 
(UN UOMO SOLO – LE ULTIME ORE DI LUIGI TENCO) 
 
First publisher: Mondadori, Strade Blu 
Publication date: 25th January, 2022 
Pages 170 
 
Film Rights sold 

 
 
THE LAST HOURS OF LUIGI TENCO, THE MOST 
MOURNED SINGER AND SONGWRITER OF ITALIAN 

MUSIC, TAKE THE STAGE IN THIS HEARTBREAKING AND POETIC NOVEL. A 
COLLECTIVE WOUND IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF A COUNTRY VERY GOOD AT 
CELEBRATING ITS MYTHS, LESS AT MAKING AMENDS FOR HOW IT TREATED THEM. 

 
“It’s just a lifeless body on the ground, eyes to the ceiling, shirt open, jacket open, white 

undershirt, two blood rivulets from the mouth and nose trickling down the side and cutting 
his cheeks in two, there is evidence of a large blood stain and brain matter on the right side of 
the head and also around it, and now they’re about to arrive, the door is ajar and they’re about 
to arrive, who will be the first to see all this, to drop the bomb, there is evidence of a gunshot 
entry wound in the right temporal region, they’re about to arrive but nobody has rushed here 
yet, how is it possible, how could Lucio Dalla or Sandro Ciotti or the Les Compagnons de la 
Chanson not hear the gunfire, not hear anything, whether sleeping or awake, they are all in 
the next rooms and it’s nighttime, it’s the middle of the night, someone should have realized 
that he shot himself, that Luigi Tenco shot himself, the position of the body is clearly a 
consequence of the suicidal gunshot wound from a standing position to the fall to the ground, 
who will be the first to notice the door left ajar, to come in and scream until the room will 
become a sea port, populated by singers, friends, journalists, inspector Arrigo Molinari, 
undertakers, and what will happen will happen, who will be the first, who is about to walk 
through the door, who?” 
 
This is the opening of this non-fiction novel, heartbreaking and beautiful, that brings back to 
the present the figure of Luigi Tenco. 
Sanremo, January 26, 1967. The Riviera is buzzing with excitement for the Sanremo Music 
Festival. Journalists are talking about a different edition, of the clashing of the old guard and 
the new faces: there’s Claudio Villa and Little Tony, Ornella Vanoni and Lucio Dalla. And 
there’s Luigi Tenco. Tenco is more recognized as an author of other artists’ successes than as 
a singer, and not everybody likes him, also because of the scornful, at times offensive terms 
he does not avoid using when speaking of his colleagues. He is at the Festival with the stated 
hope of having his talent recognized by the audience, but most of all to show that it is possible 
to make popular music more meaningful than Villa’s but less rhetorical than Mogol’s, 
speaking to everyone about things that concern everyone and that no one wants to talk about 
- divorce, indifference. But as the hours go by, Tenco starts to fear that it was a mistake to 
come to Sanremo. The last rehearsals are a disaster, Tenco gets upset, he drinks, he takes a 
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tranquilizer. When he steps onstage he is resigned, the performance stumbles; the verdict of 
the audience is disheartening. Tenco is left hanging onto the repêchage, but with a takeover 
the director of Radiocorriere tv insists on saving Gene Pitney’s song. Tenco seems to accept 
it, but his rage builds up instead. He refuses to have dinner with his friends, he closes himself 
in his room… 
He is found already cold the next morning, by Dalida. The investigation is hasty, at times 
grotesque. But most of all, the record and RAI (Italian Radiotelevision) executives won’t stop 
the festival, so a parade of unnecessary viciousness and repressed spite goes onstage, not 
sparing anyone, not even Claudio Villa, who actually based his success on good feelings. And 
while Valentino, Tenco’s brother, is taking away his brother’s body, the host Mike Bongiorno 
announces the beginning of the second night of the festival, without even calling Luigi Tenco 
by name. 
 
FOCUS 

1. Antonio Iovane, one of the most respected voices of contemporary narrative non-fiction, mixes 
interviews, testimonies and meticulous archive research - in a long, uninterrupted sequence, 
he recounts the last day in the life and the first after the death of the famous singer-songwriter 
who died on January 27, 1967, during the Sanremo Music Festival. 

2. A lonely man is not another conspiracy theory book that denounces the mysteries surrounding 
Tenco’s alleged suicide, but a true portrait of a unique musician, whose affliction, distress, 
remorse, regret and contradictions are told - a timeless artist. 

3. Not only Tenco: in Iovane’s pages, the words and actions of many famous faces of Italian Music 
vibrate, from Giorgio Gaber to Lucio Dalla, from Claudio Villa to Little Tony - a non rethorical 
collective photograph revealing the truth, terrible at times, on the most shameful show-must-
go-on incident that Italian TV has ever staged. 
 
"The tragic death of Luigi Tenco has been told for 55 years. Even though, Antonio Iovane in 

his A lonely man, brings the story back to the surface as perhaps it has never been done 
before. It looks like a film, but it is a novel, a flow where it enters everything: quotes from 

newspapers, statements, interviews, verses of songs that the invention merges with 
thoughts. Venerdì di Repubblica 

 
“Never before has a novel been written on the tragedy of Luigi Tenco [...] everything is told 

through Tenco's thoughts in a whirlwind, obsessive and beating writing that returns his 
inner torment”. La Stampa 

 
“The most wonderful failure is a verse by Federico García Lorca. And it is a sentence that 

more than any other could describe the short life and the infinite death. And from this 
sentence starts the novel by Antonio Iovane”. La Repubblica 

 
“Based on the chronicles of the time and clips of interviews, Antonio Iovane follows Tenco 
in the last hours of his life to restore the value of man and artist. As if to suggest that the 

singer-songwriter from Piemonte deserves to be disturbed not by virtue of his tragic gesture 
but for the singularity of his vocation.” Il Fatto Quotidiano 

 

Antonio Iovane, writer and journalist, was born on May 18, 1974 in Rome, where he lives. For 
many years he hosted a radio program (Capital newsroom) together with Ernesto Assante on 
Radio Capital. Now he is part of the staff of the newspaper “la Repubblica” and focuses on 
investigations. With Minimum Fax in 2019 he published the novel Il brigatista (“The Red 
Brigade militant”), that obtained great success from audiences and critics followed by La 
seduta spiritica (“The Seance”) in April 2021.  
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Author: VALERIO LA MARTIRE 
Title: ODDITY - THAT IT WAS LOVE, THEY ALMOST 
NEVER SAID  
           (STRANIZZA - CHE FOSSE AMORE, NON LO SI 
DISSE QUASI MAI) 
 
Pages:  300 
First Publisher: Rizzoli 

Publication date: October 2021 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

INSPIRED BY THE TRUE STORY OF THE GIARRE 
MURDER. THE FILM BY BEPPE FIORELLO BASED ON 

THIS NOVEL IS ALREADY IN PRODUCTION. 
 

TWO YOUNG MEN, SALTY FROM THE SEA, HUNGRY FOR LOVE. THE NEED TO 
ESCAPE TO BE ABLE TO LIVE THEIR LIFE AS THEY HAVE GOT TO KNOW IT 

TOGETHER. THE LOVE OF TWO YOUNG MEN CAN BE STRONGER THAT THE HATE 
OF AN ENTIRE TOWN. 

 
“They are still making love under the maritime pine, convinced that the World will open its 

eyes, that it will be able to see the beauty of that love it didn’t want to protect.” 
 
1980, Summer in Sicily. The music by Franco Battiato playing on the radio mingles with the 
chirping cicadas and the waves frothing between Scylla and Charybdis. Two young men lie 
under the shade of a maritime pine in a citrus grove in front of the sea. The sun above them, 
the pine needles under their skin. But the only movement is that of the wind. 
Oddity is the story of two young men who fell in love on a morning in June. Who lived a 
summer together and dreamed that a season could become a lifetime. Their story ends 
tragically with two gunshots fired by a mysterious killer. We will never know who the shooter 
was, but what we do know is that the true culprits are hate and homophobia. Inspired by the 
true events of the Giarre murder, a still current and important story to tell. 
 
Stranizza d’amuri is a fictional story, the story of Nino and Marco, but that takes a strong 
inspiration from the story of two people who were Toni and Giorgio. The city of Fochi is Giarre 
and their death, unfortunately, is real. The Giarre’s murder is the name with which the fact is 
remembered today. On  

the October 31st 1980, the news of the death of the two boys came out on the national newspapers 
and a fierce debate started. ‘Two homosexuals died in Sicily’ is a headline of great effect for a 
late summer newspaper. The fact that they were so young was discovered later. Also the fact 
that they were embraced was revealed weeks later. And that it was love was almost never said. 
The first version was that the two had committed suicide. A few days later, an unregistered gun 
was found buried nearby. Someone was not very smart and it became necessary to retract the 
suicide version. Toni’s grandson, Francesco in reality, Ciro in the book, was brought at the police 
station and was kept in detention for the whole night. He went in mourning about the death of 
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his uncle and went out after signing a guilty plea. According to the police, Toni had forced him 
to shoot him and Giorgio to cover up the disgrace of which they were tainted. Ashamed of what 
they were. They left him the watch as ‘payment’ for the service. Francesco was never interviewed 
by anyone. No reporter could get close to him neither then nor in the future. As he was only 
twelve years old, he was not punished and no one was arrested for the double homicide. He has 
not yet left a statement on the events of Giarre during that summer. He never said how uncle 
Nino died. The maritime pine was the only witness to the murder and a gunshot was also found 
in his trunk, just above the two guys’ heads. The will to keep everything in silence had come to 
strike with a shot, even to a tree. A few months after the murder, a fire destroyed the citrus grove 
and the maritime pine.  The only witness to the love and death of Nino and Marco was burned 
alive. Next to its charred trunk there is today a playground half abandoned. Giorgio Giammona 
and Antonio Galatola are today buried in the cemetery of Giarre in two distant graves. Their 
story has been fundamental in the history of the Italian homosexual movement. We wouldn’t be 
so free to love if they didn’t die for love. I wish to believe that their spirits are close. They are still 
making love under the maritime pine tree, convinced that the World will open its eyes, which 
will see the beauty of that love it didn’t want to protect. 

 
Valerio la Martire was born in Rome on November 5th, 1981. He wrote his first short stories 
at twelve years old, then studied film writing and published his first book in 2009. He was a 
volunteer for Greenpeace and worked as a copywriter and text curator for a number of NGOs 
and humanitarian organizations, including the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and Médecins Sans Frontières. Among his publications, I ragazzi geisha 
(“The Geisha boys”, Bakemono Lab, 2016), a book on male prostitution; the urban fantasy saga 
Nephilim Saga (Armando Curcio Editore, 2014, 2015 and 2016), and Intoccabili 
(“Untouchables”, Marsilio Editore, 2017), the Ebola emergency told from the eyes of an 
humanitarian worker. 
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Author: LUIGI LA ROSA 
Title: IN THE FURY OF THE STORM. SHORT LIFE OF 
VINCENZO BELLINI 
(NEL FUROR DELLE TEMPESTE. BREVE VITA DI VINCENZO 
BELLINI) 
  
First Publisher: Piemme edizioni 

Publication date: 19th April 2022 

Pages: 350 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

AN EVOCATIVE AND FASCINATING TALE ABOUT ONE OF 
THE MASTERS OF ITALIAN OPERA. A SUPERBLY 

CONCEIVED STORY TO EXPLORE THE MAN AND THE 
GENIUS BEHIND THE FIGURE OF VINCENZO BELLINI. 

 
December 26, 1831. The debut of Norma on the stage of La Scala in Milan marks both the creative 
peak of Vincenzo Bellini’s music and a terrible fiasco, that pushes the Sicilian to flee the theater in 
chaos and wander about in a cold city. A man is following him, impeccable in his elegance but distant 
and haughty in his bearing; a figure who, enveloped in a cloud of mystery, appears throughout the 
musician’s life - an existence that resembles a novel, and that the pages portray in the light of an 
inexhaustible and all-consuming passion. From his childhood in Catania with few resources, to the 
difficult years of his education in Naples, and then the debut in the opera, the traveling, the fame, his 
moving to Milan and the excesses, the legendary repertoire of unhappy love affairs. One with the 
young Maddalena, daughter of judge Fumaroli. The dangerous and controversial liaison with Giuditta 
Cantù. The subtle seductions of Giuditta Pasta. The ethereal and unfulfilled desire for Maria Malibran, 
absolute diva and sublime interpreter, in the London season of the composer. And then Paris, the 
onset of his illness and his early death, the romantic solitude of the genius and the enigma of the dark 
admirer who finally opens up his vault of secrets, unraveling the plot of the narration. Tiles of a 
fascinating mosaic and the story of a universe - that of Italian melodrama - that the author’s pen 
transforms into a formidable adventure, between precise historical reconstruction and fiction, faithful 
to the limpid truths of his biography, as well as to the betrayals of invention. ”Bellini rewrote, but with 
a stubbornness that he had shown just a handful of times. Norma, only that name would appear. He 
would never accept to call the magnificent and lunar face any other way, the face that, like Narcissus 
over the murderous pool of water, he already saw emerging from the untouched musical staff.” 
  
Luigi La Rosa was born in Messina in 1974, and lives between Italy and Paris. He collaborates with 
newspapers and magazines, teaches creative writing, and for Rizzoli-Bur he curated the volumes 
Pensieri di Natale (”Christmas thoughts”), Pensieri Erotici (”Erotic thoughts”), L’anno che verrà (“The 
year that’s about to come”) and L’alfabeto dell’amore (”The alphabet of love”). One of his short stories 
appeared in the collection Quello che c'è tra di noi - storie d'amore omosessuale (”What’s between us - 
stories of homosexual love”), Manni Editori. He is the author of Solo a Parigi e non altrove - una guida 
sentimentale (”Only in Paris and not elsewhere - a sentimental guide”) and Quel nome è amore (”That 
name is love”). For Touring Club he curated the literary and artistic section of the latest green guide 
to Paris. His previous novel L’uomo senza inverno (”The man without winter”) a novel dedicated to 
Gustave Caillebote (2020) has been published by Piemme in 2020.  
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Author: LUIGI LA ROSA 
Title: IN PARIS WITH MARCEL PROUST 
           (A PARIGI CON MARCEL PROUST) 
 
Pages:  187 
First Publisher: Giulio Perrone Editore 
Publication date: 20th October 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
 

THE ANTIQUE FLAVOR OF THE PARIS OF 
PROUST 

 
FOR 100th ANNIVERSARY OF MARCEL 
PROST’S DEATH 

 
Proust arrives here suffering and sick - of obsession, of love, of unspeakable nostalgia, after having 
transformed flat on boulevard Haussmann. A smaller, resigned house and no protection from the noise 
rising from the neighbouring houses. In the living room, the eternal portrait of Jacques-Émile Blanche; on 
the funereal furniture - the dressing tables from previous dwellings, the chaise-longue of exhaustion, the 
screen Chinese screen and the low bamboo stool - the papers impregnated by fatigue. The latest volumes of 
the Recherche are in printed and the paper is overflowing with the haemorrhage of revisions. Long, flowing 
words and side notes in addition, which multiply the width of the italics. 
On the bedside table the crowding of medicines - those of the most hypochondriac of writers - the bottles of 
Veronal, the Evian water, the narrow Legras powder cartridges, the increasingly massive doses of cocaine, 
caffeine, the pearls of amyl. And then the fireplace, in the back, as big as a mouth, from which come, 
violent, the gusts of the harsh Parisian winter. 

 
From the luxurious hedges of the Luxembourg Garden or of the Parc Monceau, where, 
as a child, Marcel takes his first amazed steps, to the sumptuous salons of the Faubourg 
Saint-Germain or to the mundane nights at the Hôtel Ritz, the biography of Marcel Proust 
is inextricably linked to the city of Paris and its numerous seductions. 
The Ville Lumière is not only the place of inspiration, the hub of literary fascination, nor 
the vanishing point for his need for the absolute: for the young novelist embarking on his 
life it is above all the setting for friendships, for intellectual partnerships, for meaningful 
connections, for tormented and intense liaisons, like the one with Lucien Daudet, the 
elating and mutual passion for the composer Reynaldo Hahn, the troubled and final one 
for the secretary-aviator Alfred Agostinelli. 
If existence is the devouring spectacle from which Marcel Proust’s fruitful pen draws, 
Paris becomes its luminous backstage, its iridescent backdrop, an enchanted and magical 
space reflecting the monumental structure of the Recherche.  
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Luigi La Rosa was born in Messina in 1974, and lives between Italy and Paris. He 
collaborates with newspapers and magazines, teaches creative writing, and for Rizzoli-Bur 
he curated the volumes Pensieri di Natale (”Christmas thoughts”), Pensieri Erotici (”Erotic 
thoughts”), L’anno che verrà (“The year that’s about to come”) and L’alfabeto dell’amore (”The 
alphabet of love”). One of his short stories appeared in the collection Quello che c'è tra di 
noi - storie d'amore omosessuale (”What’s between us - stories of homosexual love”), Manni 
Editori. He is the author of Solo a Parigi e non altrove - una guida sentimentale (”Only in Paris 
and not elsewhere - a sentimental guide”) and Quel nome è amore (”That name is love”). For 
Touring Club he curated the literary and artistic section of the latest green guide to Paris. 
His previous novel L’uomo senza inverno (”The man without winter”) a novel dedicated to 
Gustave Caillebote (2020) has been published by Piemme in 2020.  
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Author:  MIMMO LUCANO (DOMENICO) 
 Title:     THE OUTLAW. THE LONG-LASTING BATTLE OF AN 
ALONE MAN 
                (IL FUORILEGGE. LA LUNGA BATTAGLIA DI UN UOMO 
SOLO) 
 Pages:  250 
 First Publisher: Feltrinelli 
 Publication: 27th August 2020 
 
Rights sold to: Buchet Chastel (France), Rüffer & Rub 
(Germany)  
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
GERMAN SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
FRENCH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 
 

10.000 COPIES SOLD IN 4 MONTHS! 
 
3rd PLACE IN THE WORLD MAYOR PRIZE, BERN PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS PRIZE 2015, 

40th IN “FORTUNE” MAGAZINE'S RANKING OF THE WORLD'S 50 GREATEST LEADERS 2016, 
DRESDEN PEACE PRIZE 2017 

HOWEVER, WE KNOW THAT LUCANO IS AN OUTLAW. 
 

CAN WE BREAK AN UNJUST LAW? AN INTIMATE STORY AND AT THE SAME TIME 
“PUBLIC”, WHICH TESTS OUR DEMOCRACY AND, ABOVE ALL, OURSELVES. 

 
AN INTIMATE STORY, FULL OF TRAGEDY, EMOTION AND SMALL GESTURES THAT, 

BECOME ENORMOUS.  A DIRECT AND PROFOUND TESTIMONY THAT INVITES US TO 
OPEN OUR EYES ASKING ABOUT WHO WE ARE AND ESPECIALLY ABOUT  

WHO WE WANT TO BE. 
 

"I have seen a country able to solve, through hospitality, not only the problem of refugees , but its own 
problem: that of continuing to resist, of not dying for the depopulation and immigration. This story 
must make us think on how it is possible to converge the aim of hospitality with the scope of local 
development. The true utopia is not the fall of the wall, but what has been realised in some towns of 
the Calabria region, Riace at the top." Wim Wenders during a Nobel Prize Summit in Berlin 
 

After the documentary "The flight" short film directed by Wim Wenders and set in Riace 
(2010), the German director and producer will make a new film with Lucano and the Pope. 
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“I know your initiatives, your personal struggles and your sufferings, therefore, I express my 
admiration and gratitude for your intelligent and courageous work in favor of our refugee brothers 

and sisters. The doors of my house will always be open for you and for this new network ».  
Pope Francis 

 
"The arrest of Domenico Lucano is the first act towards the authoritarian state". Roberto Saviano 

 
“Ours is a small community which is draining. We already know that our future is elsewhere”. 
 
It was 1999 when Mimmo Lucano had the idea of restoring hope to the almost deserted, small village 
of Riace (Calabria, South Italy).  Nowadays, in the houses previously abandoned in the centre live 
hundreds of refugees; that in a system of spread acceptance have been able to rebuild their own 
families and, first of all, have restarted the economy of the country. Agriculture and farming did not 
almost exist at Riace at that time. The only chance for its people was escaping from the village.  
Then, the refugees’ acceptance changed everything. In addition to the asylum- seekers, were born new 
work opportunities: in preschools, multilingual schools and finally organic gardens. Houses had been 
renovated and the village restored the lightning system again. Therefore, restaurants and workshops 
reopened. It was the dream of Mimmo Lucano: “The real public work is what we are not able to 
see” Riace started to live once again. 
 
However, we know that Lucano is an outlaw. On the 2nd October 2018, while the Minister of the 
Interior was under the responsibility of Matteo Salvini, Lucano had been arrested, accused of 
facilitation of illegal immigration and illicit in the direct custody of the waste collection service. 
His story is the one of our country, because Lucano had the courage of indicating the border beyond 
the democracy, which betrayed its own fundamental values. And he asked a radical question, maybe 
frightful, but necessary: Can we break an unjust law? An intimate story, full of tragedy, emotion and 
small gestures that, become enormous.  A direct and profound testimony that invites us to open our 
eyes asking about who we are and especially about who we want to be. 
 
Domenico (Mimmo) Lucano was born in Melito di Porto Salvo in 1958 after working as a teacher and human 
rights activist, he was mayor of Riace between 2004 and 2018. He gained worldwide attention thanks to his 
innovative approach to refugees in the context of the European migrant crisis. In the 2018 he was suspended 
after the arrest on 2nd October.  
2010 – 3rd place in the World Mayor Prize, a worldwide competition organized by the City Mayors 
Foundation which, every two years, ranks the ranking of the best mayors in the world. One commentator 
supporting his nomination described the mayor Lucano as the Mahatma Gandhi of our times. Believing that a 
man is a man with or without legal documents. 
2015 - Bern Peace and Human Rights Prize. Domenico Lucano put a surprising counterpoint to the basic 
defense against refugees in the recent debate on asylum, in Italy and beyond the media far beyond. It has made 
visible opportunities that can be human, meaningful and rewarding for all those involved. 
2016 –The mayor of Riace in Calabria has come 40th in Fortune magazine's ranking of the world's 50 
greatest leaders for his work in rejuvenating the once-dwindling town by recognising the potential of 
immigrants in a way that could prove a model amid Europe's refugee crisis. 
2017 – Dresden Peace Prize. “Domenico Lucano is an example to all of us, a role model regardless of political 
conviction, skin color, religious belief, and national borders. Indeed, Christ did not stop at Eboli, referring to 
the famous autobiographical book by Carlo Levi.” 
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Author: IOLE MANCINI with  
                CONCETTO VECCHIO 
Title:     A PARTISAN LOVE 
           (UN AMORE PARTIGIANO) 
  
First Publisher: Feltrinelli     

Publication date: 21 April, 2022 

Pages: 208 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

Film Rights sold 

THIS BOOK TELLS A GREAT TALE OF LOVE AND 
FREEDOM IN OCCUPIED ITALY. IOLE MANCINI 
BECAME A PARTISAN AT TWENTY YEARS OLD 
AND SHE REMAINED ONE FOR ALL HER LIFE. 

“Priebke tortured me in Via Tasso, but I didn’t 
betray my partisan love.”  

 

THE LAST SURVIVOR OF VIA TASSO TELLS ABOUT THE MOST TRAGIC CHAPTER 
OF OUR HISTORY. THE NAZI PRISON, THE INTERROGATIONS, THE TORTURES. 
BUT ALSO A GREAT LOVE STORY THAT BECOMES A NOVEL. 

“Once cornered, the enemy flees. The heroic lookouts shout from the peaks.“ The postcards 
are all addressed to “Dear Miss Iole Mancini”, 7, Mignanelli square.   

Ernesto wrote: “10 to go. 12 to go. 13 to go”. The days until his leave. There was no need for 
small talk. In one, however, “Ernesto loves you” is written. The war had broken out and 
Ernesto was stationed in Florence. From there he sent Iole illustrated postcards of the Italian 
army, with funny drawings of soldiers. Then September 8th happened, and history suddenly 
changed. The Germans occupied Rome. Iole Mancini and Ernesto Borghesi entered the 
Resistance as partisans. He was arrested on April 7th, 1944, after the failed attempt to 
assassinate Vittorio Mussolini, and taken to Regina Coeli prison. He managed to escape.  

She, on the other hand, was imprisoned in Via Tasso. Those who ended up there knew they 
would suffer torture and abuse. It was impossible to escape from that place; in fact, nobody 
did. Many died there. Iole was among the two thousand prisoners, probably the only one who 
is still alive. Erich Priebke, responsible for the Fosse Ardeatine massacre, was in the German 
prison that was the symbol of the Nazi occupation of Rome. Iole, who is 101 years old today, 
will never forget his tortures, nor the words that for days she kept repeating to the SS guards 
who interrogated her to find out where her husband was: Ernesto is at Regina Coeli. 

This book tells a great tale of love and freedom in occupied Italy. Iole Mancini became a 
partisan at twenty years old. And she remained one for all her life. 
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Iole Mancini was born in Rome on February 19th, 1920. She was a staffetta, a partisan 
courier, for the Garibaldi Brigade. 

Concetto Vecchio is a journalist in the political news section of “Repubblica” and writes for 
“Venerdì”. With Feltrinelli, he published Giorgiana Masi (2017) e Cacciateli! Quando i 
migranti eravamo noi (“Throw them out! When we were the migrants”, 2019). 
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Author: ENRICO PEDEMONTE 
Title: FEAR OF SCIENCE. THE ERA OF 
DISTRUST FROM CREATIONISM TO 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
           (PAURA DELLA SCIENZA. L’ETÀ 
DELLA SFIDUCIA DAL CREAZIONISMO 
ALL’INTELLIGENZA ARTIFICIALE) 
 
Pages:  279 
First Publisher: Treccani Libri 
 
Publication date: 16TH September 2022 
Arabic Rights: Offer pending 
Romanian Rights: Offer pending 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
 
 
 
 

"Fear in science is just one chapter of the Great Rage, which is the hallmark of the age we are 
living in. But it is not a marginal chapter because science, in addition to being a tool in the 
hands of Power, is now the fabric of our society, the indispensable tool on which the decisions 
of those who govern us are based, the most powerful means of observing reality and trying to 
interpret it'. Enrico Pedemonte 
 
"A fundamental book for understanding this strange era we are living in. I recommend it not 
only to those who deal with science, but also to philosophers, sociologists, those who deal with 
digital or communication... in short, to all those who practice (or should) critical thinking." 
Marco Filoni 
 
Why are many people suspicious of or hostile towards vaccines, that nonetheless have saved 
so many lives? Starting from this question, Enrico Pedemonte goes back to the origins of 
distrust in science, today widespread: to the reasons that pushed American Evangelists to 
create an alternative to Darwinism, industry (from tobacco to oil) to make colossal 
investments in order to challenge scientific consensus, environmentalists to discredit 
biotech, the postmodern movement to attack the certainties of experts. While the roots of 
anti-vax denialism emerge, the author demonstrates how research has unfortunately 
become an increasingly privatized field, in which scams are growing by the number. And he 
reaches the conclusion that “the rebellion” against science is just another form through 
which individuals oppose Power. In this context, artificial intelligence is taking on a central 
role in the ongoing technological revolution: destined to change the world at a never-seen-
before rate, perhaps to become the only science, AI promises to solve many dramatic 
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problems of the planet. The downside is that it depends on a progressively limited number 
of private companies. The public control of this immense Power therefore becomes an 
essential objective to contain and defeat the growing skepticism and rage (also) towards 
science. 
 
Enrico Pedemonte, a University Degree in Physics, is a journalist and writer. He was a 
reporter for “Secolo XIX”, a correspondent from New York City for “Espresso”, managing 
editor of “Repubblica” and editor-in-chief of “Pagina99”. He is currently a contributor for the 
monthly magazine “Limes”. He focused on science and technology, international politics 
and economy. He published the essays Personal Media (Bollati Boringhieri, 1998), Morte e 
resurrezione dei giornali (“Death and resurrection of newspapers”, Garzanti, 2010) and, 
together with Vincenzo Tagliasco, Vantaggi dello sboom demografico (“Advantages of the 
demographic drop”, FrancoAngeli, 1996) and Genova per chi (“Genoa for whom”, Trilli 
editore, 2006). He also wrote two novels: La seconda vita (“The second life”, Frassinelli, 2018) 
and L’ultima partita (“The last game”, Rizzoli, 2022). 
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Author: ENRICO PEDEMONTE 
Title: THE LAST GAME  
           (L’ULTIMA PARTITA) 
 
Pages:  264 
First Publisher: Rizzoli 

Publication date: 25th January 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

 
IN THIS NOVEL, INSPIRED BY THE UNPUBLISHED 

MEMORIAL OF ALOJZY EHRLICH, ENRICO PEDEMONTE 
RETRACES THE LIFE OF THE CHAMPION, FROM HIS 

EARLY YEARS IN POLAND UNTIL 1945, WHEN HE 
FAINTED, EXHAUSTED, ON A TRAIN THAT WAS TAKING 

HIM BACK TO FRANCE.  
 

THE LAST GAME NARRATES THE HOLOCAUST - AND A LOT MORE - FROM THE 
POINT OF VIEW OF AN INVOLUNTARY HERO, AND DEPICTS THE ALL-ROUND 

PORTRAIT OF A MAN WHO IS FULL OF CONTRADICTIONS, REMORSE, AMBIGUITY 
AND A NEVER-ENDING WILL TO LIVE. AN EXCEPTIONAL AND EMBLEMATIC SERIES 
OF EVENTS THAT SHOW THE READER HOW IT IS STORIES THAT MAKE HISTORY.  

 
“He had to write about Auschwitz. To relive his own memories. To win the last game.” 

 
How did I survive? Alojzy “Alex” Ehrlich asks himself while staring at his old typewriter. It’s 
the first of January 1991, the day of his seventy-sixth birthday. Forty-six have gone by since he, 
Jewish, table tennis world runner-up, came out of the hell of Auschwitz and escaped the death 
march. He knows he doesn't have long to live, and the time has come for him to tell his story. 
So he starts writing: his militancy in the resistance, the arrest in June of 1944, the tortures, the 
trip in the locked wagon, the concentration camp. He’s not like the other prisoners. The Nazi 
guards know he is a sports champion and assign him to a kommando with a special task: to 
defuse unexploded bombs. And while he is reliving the hell of the lagers, his memory returns 
to his childhood in Lviv, to the love that filled his whole existence, to the betrayals, the lies, 
the ambiguities of his life with a frankness that at times is cruel, coming to reflect on the victim-
perpetrator relationship with a known SS official who seemed to enjoy putting him sadistically 
to the test.      
 
Pedemonte is really good, he narrates with the modesty of the most cumbersome things, the 
instinct for survival, violence, the inhuman of strength and domination, overwhelm in order 
not to be overwhelmed, ridiculous pity ("Mercy no longer exists, it's a ridiculous concept like 
the word tolerance inside the extermination camps. "). And he also tells how ping pong 
taught Ehrlich to play his most important game, the last one - the one with memory.” Il 
Venerdì di Repubblica 
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A beautiful and touching novel. Pedemonte reconstructs the story of the table tennis 
champion, Aloyzj Ehrlich, forced, at the age of thirty, to fight for his survival, in a final 
challenge in the extermination camp of Auschwitz. A light narrative, taken from the 
unpublished diary of the athlete, who had given it before he died in 1992, to his friend and 
international table tennis manager Arnaldo Morino.” Avvenire 
 
“The last game tells the Holocaust from the point of view of an involuntary hero, and draws a 
full-fledged portrait of a man full of contradictions, remorse, ambiguity and an inexhaustible 
will to live. An exceptional and emblematic story that shows the reader how stories make 
History”. Io Donna 
 
Enrico Pedemonte (1950) was a reporter for “Secolo XIX”, a correspondent for “Espresso” 
from the United States, managing editor of “Repubblica” and editor-in-chief of “Pagina99”. 
Has published essays and made his debut with the novel La seconda vita (Frassinelli) This is 
his second novel. 
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Author: DANIELA PIAZZA 
Title: THE TIME OF JUDGEMENT 
   (IL TEMPO DEL GIUDIZIO) 
 
First Publisher: Rizzoli Historiae 
Publication Date: 8th February 2022 
Pages: 400 
 
Rights Worldwide 
 
1473. A SERIES OF HEINOUS MURDERS SHEDS BLOOD AT 
THE COURT OF POPE SIXTUS IV. WHAT MYSTERY IS THE 

GREATEST WORK OF ART OF ALL TIMES HIDING? 
 

THE MYSTERY OF THE SISTINE CHAPEL TOLD IN A MAGNIFICENT AND 
FASCINATING HISTORICAL SETTING, THAT ALLOWS THE READERS TO DIVE INTO 

THE POLITICAL AND ARTISTIC LIFE OF THE RENAISSANCE, GIVING THEM THE 
OPPORTUNITY OF A CLOSE ENCOUNTER WITH ITS PROTAGONISTS. 

 

“It was as if an invisible way showed him the path to a distant yet near world, arcane and 
unimaginable but present. A silent voice told him that he was on the right path and that soon 

the power of the pomegranate would be in his hands. " 
 
1473. A series of heinous murders sheds blood at the court of Pope Sixtus IV. What 
mystery is the greatest work of art of all times hiding? The mystery of the Sistine 
Chapel told in a magnificent and fascinating historical setting, that allows the readers 
to dive into the political and artistic life of the Renaissance, giving them the 
opportunity of a close encounter with its protagonists. 
 
Rome, 1473. In the shadow of high palaces and centuries-old basilicas, Pope Sixtus IV has only 
one obsession: to reproduce Solomon’s ancient Temple in the Eternal City, in order to bring 
the Church of Rome back to its ancient splendor. Thus the grandiose project of the Sistine 
Chapel takes shape, that has in fact the same dimensions as the Temple in Jerusalem. But to 
carry out his plan, he needs a symbol of power that has been lost in time and myth: the ivory 
pomegranate decorating the scepter of the High Priest. While in the Vatican, amid intrigues 
of court and thirst for power, a mysterious hand commits heinous murders in the shadow of 
the Sistine, the pontiff appoints the young monk Moses to find the precious relic. However, 
things don’t go as planned. The search will prove to be increasingly insidious and will take 
Moses far from Rome, beyond the borders of good and evil, on a journey that from the Palace 
of the Hospitallers in Rhodes passes through the lodgings in Cyprus and even penetrates the 
walls of Otranto besieged by the Turks. Back from the long trip, his life will be changed 
forever, and with it also the story of the most famous Chapel of all times. 
 
Daniela Piazza has a university degree in Art History and a diploma from the Conservatory 
of music. She works as a teacher in Savona. For Rizzoli she published the best-seller Il Tempio 
della Luce (“The Temple of Light”, 2012), available in BUR, L’enigma Michelangelo (“The 
enigma of Michelangelo”, 2014) and La musica del male (“The music of evil”, 2019). 
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Author: FOSCA SALMASO 
Title: MY SISTER 
 (MIA SORELLA) 
  
First Publisher: Il Saggiatore   

Publication date: 21st April, 2022 

Pages: 160 

Rights: Worldwide 

ENGLISH AND FRENCH SAMPLES AVAILABLE 
 

FINALIST AT GIUSEPPE BERTO AWARD 2022 

THIS IS THE STORY OF TWO TWIN SISTERS SEPARATED FOREVER BY AN ACCIDENT AT 
SEA: OF ALICE, CRIPPLED BY GUILT; OF HER MOTHER, WHO HAS GONE MAD WITH 
GRIEF; AND OF EGLE, APPEARED OUT OF NOWHERE AND WRAPPED IN MYSTERY. 

 
AN UNSETTLING AND MAGNETIC NOVEL ABOUT THE DARK ENERGIES SURROUNDING 

EVERY DISAPPEARANCE. 
A NOVEL THAT CANNOT GO UNNOTICED. 

 
«A natural and surprising style in dark and unsettling colors, that is far from elaborate but 

nonetheless full of emotion, that aims at reaching all readers»   
Andrea Gentile – editorial director of ”Il Saggiatore” 

 
My sister is a debut in which the simplicity of the style manages to accumulate a fibrillating 

narrative tension where the horror seems sweet, at first glance, and instead manages to frighten 
through a gradual solidity in the power of distorting reality. With intelligent and measured passion, 
Fosca Salmaso appears to have read and chewed the psychological novels of Joyce Carol Oates - such 

as Black Water - but, in particular, a book like Lizzie by another great American author, Shirley 
Jackson. Corriere della Sera 

 
“In Salmaso's novel Matilda's death plays as an incubator and generator of centrifugal trajectories 
that end up mixing with supernatural elements linked to a status of reality that homogeneously 

mixes the world of the living and that of the dead”. L’Indice dei Libri 
 

It must have been at that point, when she lowered her eyes and saw the pool spreading on the marble 
floor, under her belly, that my mother started to believe that water is the element that ruins things. 
My father didn’t immediately understand what was going on. He was chewing on the salmon when he 
saw my mother getting up and just standing there, eyes wide open in shock while staring at the 
restaurant floor. Did death walk past you, he asked her - in my family that’s what you used to say when 
someone was caught staring at something -, and she shook her head, she shook her head and started to 
cry, because she knew he would be ashamed of her. 
That’s the first thing that came to her mind, when her waters broke. That my father would be ashamed 
of her. 
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Since her twin sister died in front of her eyes in a tragic accident at sea, young Alice is completely 
alone: her father left the family, her mother closed herself in grief, her friends and classmates drifted 
away. The girl spends her days between home and school, surrounded by silence and the outbursts of 
her mother - who seems to accuse her of surviving her twin - and by the sound of the waves lapping 
the island she lives on. 
One day, Egle joins her class. Egle who appeared out of nowhere. Egle who never speaks. Egle who is 
so similar to her sister. When her new classmate asks her if she can stop by and pick up some notes, 
Alice can’t believe that someone could actually come bring a breath of fresh air to their apartment 
which her mother has turned into a suffocating memorial, with framed pictures, untouchable relics 
and rooms where it is forbidden to enter. 
What Egle doesn’t know is that every time a storm is raging the communication lines between the 
islands are interrupted, so at the first drops of rain she will be stuck there, indefinitely, «prisoner» of 
the two women. But what Alice doesn’t know is that inside Egle shines an evil and mysterious shadow: 
a shadow that connects her to Matilde with a ghostly thread, and that will grow, hour after hour, until 
it will envelop everything. 
Fosca Salmaso debuts with a novel where the familiar and phantasmic echoes of Shirley Jackson live. 
My sister guides the reader though the threshold between an imponderable reality and a seductive 
insanity, between the land of the living and the abyss of the unknown; on that line between the night 
and its double that can be crossed only by stepping on the ashes of a sacrifice.  
 
“My sister is a promising young author’s debut novel. Fosca Salmaso, twenty-five years old, was born 
in Venice on a «rainy day», as she herself likes to tell. 
Upon the very first reading of the manuscript, it is impressive how limpid and refined her voice is. 
The imagination shaping this novel works as a power cable: a number of images flow through it like 
electric flickers, until a switch is turned on and everything lights up. There’s an island, on this island 
there’s a house, in this house live two women, mother and daughter, devastated by grief. The one for 
the loss of the other twin sister, drowned at sea a few years back, whose death destroyed the family: 
the father left, the mother buried herself in an obsessive heartbreak, the surviving twin cannot move 
on. A story where almost exclusively women appear on the scene: women damaged by life, desperate 
and at the same time waiting for something, women bound by blood and silence, ghosts that are still 
living. Until someone arrives in their empty and faded house: a new woman, another young girl 
coming from nowhere, kind, affectionate, through whom - maybe - all that was lost can be found 
again. A natural and surprising style in dark and unsettling colors, that is far from elaborate but 
nonetheless full of emotion, that aims at reaching all readers. A story that takes us to the most 
intimate heart of our contemporary world, in all its moods and contrasting sentiments. A story that 
belongs to everyone, magnetic and fast-paced, told by a new voice that will spur talks, discussions, 
that will scare you and make you fall in love.” 
 Andrea Gentile – editorial director of ”Il Saggiatore” 

 
Fosca Salmaso was born in Venice in 1996. She left her island after high school to go 
work as a bartender in the UK and then moved to Turin, where she got her Master’s 
degree in Storytelling & Performing Arts at Scuola Holden. 
She is co-author of the play Fred dal whiskey facile (”Whiskey-happy Fred”) and of the 
script of the independent short film Sangue – Del ventre tuo (”Blood - Of your 
womb”), based on one of her short stories. She worked as a freelance copywriter. Three 
of her short stories have been exhibited at Fondazione Ricerca Molinette. My sister is 
her first novel. My sister is her debut novel. 
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Author: ERIKA ANNA SAVIO 
Title: YOUNG BOYS AND GIRLS DREAM IN 
TECHNICOLOR 
 (I RAGAZZI SOGNANO IN TECHNICOLOR) 
  
First Publisher: Astoria  

Publication date: January, 2023 

Pages: 320 

Rights: Worldwide 

 

A POWERFUL DEBUT, FULL OF GRACE AND 
REALISM. A NOVEL FOR EVERYONE WHO WAS 

YOUNG IN THE 1980S. FOR READERS OF 
VALENTINA D'URBANO IL RUMORE DEI TUOI 

PASSI AND FEDERICO MOCCIA TRE METRI 
SOPRA IL CIELO BEST SELLERS SET IN THE 1980S. 

A COMING-OF-AGE NOVEL IMMERSED IN THE COLORS AND ATMOSPHERE OF 
THE 1980S 

WITH A DRY AND PRECISE LANGUAGE, THE NOVEL TELLS US ABOUT THE 
CHANGES THAT LISA FACES IN SOLITUDE, THE DISCOVERY OF AN EARLY 

SEXUALITY, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, THE VIOLENT AND DEGRADED CONTEXT OF 
THE DORMITORY NEIGHBORHOOD WHERE SHE FINDS HERSELF, BUT ALSO THE 

DISCOVERY OF LOVE, THE NURTURING OF FRIENDSHIP, AND THAT TIRELESS 
SEARCH FOR CONNECTIONS THAT WILL GIVE MEANING AND A TURNING POINT 

TO HER LIFE. 

FROM A SEASIDE TOWN IN LIGURIA TO THE OUTSKIRTS OF TURIN, A YOUNG 
GIRL FINDS HERSELF IN A HARSH AND DIFFICULT REALITY THAT SHE CANNOT 

QUITE UNDERSTAND. AMID SOCIAL DISTRESS, DRUGS AND SMALL-SCALL CRIME, 
ONLY FRIENDSHIP AND A YOUNG LOVE WILL BE ABLE TO SAVE THE FRAIL. 

 
Those fabulous ‘80s. When something brakes, can it ever go back to the way it was before? 
This is what Lisa wonders, and in her twelve-year-old turmoil she tries to convince herself 
that yes, everything can go back to the way it was before. You simply have to pretend nothing 
is wrong, try not to think about it. But sometimes, not even this is enough to survive.  
Turin, the end of the 1980s. Lisa is a shy girl who, after her parents’ separation, has moved 
together with her mother and younger brother from a beach town to a run-down 
neighborhood. Besides having to start a new life from scratch, she now has to deal with a 
mother who delegates the responsibility of her brother to her, who is not capable of caring for 
her and forces her to live with with a new, dangerous lover. Abruptly catapulted without any 
footholds, she tries to fit in the new environment by taking on the behavior and language of 
her peers, until she makes friends with some of them, like “Crazy Horse” Alex. It’s them who 
become the pivot of the story, and it’s them who will search for a way out.   
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With a dry and precise style, the novel describes the changes that Lisa faces on her own, her 
early sexual awakening, the neglect of the neighborhood she lives in, but also her hopes and 
dreams, the discovery of love, the care for friendship, and that endless search for bonds that 
will give meaning and mark a turning point in her life. 
 
Erika Anna Savio was born in Turin in 1976, and grew up in the Mirafiori Sud area, under the 
chimney stacks of Fiat. She graduated in Modern Literature at university and has been a 
journalist since 2013, continuing to delve into the life of the suburbs with her two social 
research and territorial commentary books Mirafiori Sud, vita e storie oltre la fabbrica 
(“Mirafiori Sud, life and stories beyond the factory”), and Mirafiori Nord, la fabbrica del 
cambiamento (“Mirafiori Nord, the factory of change”, Graphot Editore, 2014 and 2017), 
created and written together with urban planner Federico Guiati. A few of her unpublished 
short stories have been mentioned in literary prizes and published in magazines. She teaches 
Italian in middle school.  
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Author: DANIELE SCALISE 
 Title: EDGARDO MORTARA CASE. THE TRUE STORY 
OF THE CHILD KIDNAPPED BY THE POPE 
            (IL CASO MORTARA. LA VERA STORIA DEL 
BAMBINO RAPITO DAL PAPA) 
 
 Pages:   250 
 First Publisher: Mondadori 
 Publication: 1997 – new edition 2023 
  
Rights: Worldwide 
 
Film rights: Kavac Film 
 
 

MARCO BELLOCCHIO’S NEXT MOVIE IT WILL BE BASED ON THE SCALISE’S BOOK. 
THE CONVERTION IS ABOUT EDGARDO MORTARA STORY, A JEWISH CHILD 
(BOLOGNA, ITALY, 1858) WHO, HAVING BEEN SECRETLY BAPTIZED AT THE AGE OF 
7, WAS KIDNAPPED BY THE POPE AND EDUCATED TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH TO 
BECOME A PRIEST.  
 

IN THE SPRING OF 2022 IN BOLOGNA, ROME AND OTHER ITALIAN AND 
EUROPEAN LOCATIONS, SHOOTING HAS BEGUN, AND THE RELEASE OF THE FILM 

IS EXPECTED IN THE ROOMS AND PLATFORMS BY HALF 2023. 
 

 
 
About the film: 
La conversione 
Director: Marco Bellocchio 
Writers: Stefano Massini e Susanna Nicchiarelli 
Co-Production: IBCmovie and Kavac Film with Rai Cinema. 
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"What interests Bellocchio - the words of the CEO of Rai Cinema Paolo Del Brocco to 
'Variety' - is the mystery of conversion, which originates in a terrible violence perpetrated 
against a child. Faced with such a complex historical event Bellocchio will have the approach 
of an agnostic artist ". 
 
Bologna, June, 1858: The papal guards, by order of the Inquisition, snatch from his parents 
arms a child of seven, Edgardo Mortara, son of a modest jew merchant, who was secretly 
baptized by his Catholic maid. To free Edgardo intervened unnecessarily Napoleon III, 
Emperor Franz Joseph and the president of the United States. The adamant Pope Pius IX, 
renamed Edgardo and directs him to an ecclesiastical career. Don Pio-Edgardo spends a life 
tormented by a deep manic-depressive neurosis. His private diaries, that the author of the 
book has found in a Roman convent, reveal the drama of a man turned into a symbol. 
 
Daniele Scalise, writer and journalist, has worked for RAI as director and programmist, and 
for Quotidiani Associati as war zones correspondant. In his writing he has committed on 
racial and sexual discrimination (antisemitism and omophoby). Lettera di un padre 
omosessuale alla figlia (Rizzoli, 2008) is a letter to explain his omosexuality to his daughter. 
The essay Il caso Mortara. La vera storia del bambino ebreo rapito dal papa was published by 
Mondadori in 1997 and in Spring 2022 is planned a new edition. Thanks to this 
pubblication, Daniele Scalise is considered one of the leading expert about this 
incredible story.  
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Author: LINDA TRAVERSI 
Title: THE BENCH OF DIFFICULT THINGS 
(LA PANCHINA DELLE COSE       DIFFICILI) 
 
First Publisher: Einaudi EL 

Publication date: March, 2022 

Pages: 320 
 
Rights: Worldwide 

ENGLISH SAMPLE AVAILABLE 

 

“Maybe Spring is making everybody crazy, not only my sister. 
Or maybe it’s the subtle movements that occur again and again, 

like the Earth shifting slowly in the universe, and there’s that moment when you realize that 
everything you used to know is suddenly unrecognizable. It’s me, but it’s not me. It’s us, but it’s 
not us.” 
 
STELLA IS THIRTEEN YEARS OLD, AND HAS A HAND THAT PEOPLE DON’T EXPECT. 
SHE FEELS ACCEPTED ONLY AMONG THE MARINE CREATURES THAT SHE DRAWS 
IN HER NOTEBOOK, BUT SHE DOESN’T KNOW THAT HER WORLD IS ABOUT TO 
CHANGE. THERE’S A REAL PLACE READY TO WELCOME HER, AND IT’S VERY CLOSE, 
IN THE NEARBY PARK, ON A BENCH… 

A BOOK FOR ALL YOUNG READERS AND, IN PARTICULAR, FOR ADOLESCENTS 
WHO IN SOME WAY FEEL UNIQUE AND DIFFERENT.  

A DELICATE AND INTENSE NOVEL ABOUT DIVERSITY AND HOW DIFFICULT IT IS 
TO ACCEPT YOURSELF AND BE ACCEPTED BY OTHERS. 

THE STORY OF A SHARING SPACE WHERE YOU LEARN TO RECOGNIZE AND 
ACCEPT YOUR DIVERSITY AND THAT OF OTHERS. 

“The whale is coming out pretty well. It’s not the typical whale you see in cartoons, with a giant 
Godzilla face and a tail shrinking to the size of a pet goldfish. I drew her lean and flat, with lines 
across her belly. She has huge strong fins like those of a hundred-year-old turtle. She rarely goes 
up to the surface and sings when she’s feeling lonely. This isn’t in the drawing, but I imagined it 
anyway. And maybe you need a lot of things that you don’t see, to portray the ones you do see.” 

Stella has a great passion for art, but also a deformed hand that makes her feel different. At 
home she doesn’t feel understood, and at school she is object of scorn and derision. She only 
feels accepted in the world she draws in her notebook of marine creatures, that welcome her 
because of her <<fin>>. Until a mysterious bench is installed in the park of her apartment 
building complex. Next to Stella, on the bench, some neighbors start to show up, all peculiar 
in their own way: Gerry, a man who always carries around an ‘80s portable stereo playing only 
singer-songwriter Franco Califano’s compilations; Agatina, a retired chef who prepares and 
freezes casseroles for a family that never comes to visit; and Emil, a teenager who always plays 
video games to avoid interacting with a father who won’t listen to him. 
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Linda Traversi was born in Cecina (Livorno), and has a university 
degree in Translation. She lives and works in Ravenna. Her short 
stories have appeared in a number of collections and literary 
magazines. The bench of difficult things is her debut novel. 
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Author: PIERO TRELLINI 
Title: THE MATCH – THE IMAGES OF 
ITALY-BRAZIL 
           (LA PARTITA. LE IMMAGINI DI 
ITALIA BRASILE) 
 
 

Pages:  228 
First Publisher: Mondadori 
Publication date: 29th June 2022 
 

Rights:  Worldwide 
 
 

 
JULY 5TH, 2022 MARKS THE 40TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF WHAT HAS BEEN 
DEFINED “THE MOST INCREDIBLE 

MATCH IN THE HISTORY OF SOCCER” 

  
 

AN EXTRAORDINARY BOOK THAT RETRACES THE BEFORE, THE DURING, AND 
THE AFTER MATCH THROUGH IMAGES NEVER SEEN BEFORE. IMAGES OF THE 

PROTAGONISTS, PLACES, OBJECTS, AND MOMENTS OF THAT HISTORIC 5TH JULY 
1982, ACCOMPANIED BY DAZZLING TEXTS BY PIERO TRELLINI. 

  
THIS EXCEPTIONAL STORY IN PICTURES, A REAL "ILLUSTRATED AUTHOR'S 
BOOK", IS BORN FROM  "ITALY-BRAZIL THE MATCH" THE NOVEL BY PIERO 

TRELLINI PUBLISHED IN 2019 AND BECOME A CULT BOOK AND A REAL  
PUBLISHING HIT: TENS OF THOUSANDS OF COPIES SOLD,  

WINNER OF THE BANCARELLA SPORT AWARD, ACCLAIMED BY CRITICS. 
 

A SKY DOCU SERIES BASED ON THE NOVEL AND WRITTEN ALSO BY PIERO 
TRELLINI WILL BE ON AIR AT THE BEGINNING OF JULY! 

 
La partita. Il romanzo di Italia Brasile (Mondadori, 2019) - Rights sold to:  
Debate/Penguin Random House SP (Spanish World), Grande Area Livros (Brazil), 
Pitch Publishing (English World). 
 
Film Rights: Eliseo Multimedia (Sky docu-series, July 2022)  
 
On July 5th, 1982, Italy and Brazil face each other “in the hottest afternoon of the century” to 
advance to the semi-finals of the “Mundial 1982”. Predictions are closed for the match; the 
Brazil of Zico, Socrates, Junior, Falcao is super favorite, and faces an Italian team that until 
that moment has never shone, with a center forward - Paolo Rossi - who has yet to score a 
goal in the whole competition. 
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But those ninety minutes will overturn all predictions, Rossi will score a hat trick and Italy 
will win 3-2 a match destined to remain in the history of soccer, as well as leave a mark on a 
generation of fans all over the world. 
After telling the story of Italy-Brazil in a book that was defined by Antonio D’Orrico “a super 
novel”, Piero Trellini, who has collected images, objects and accounts relating to the match 
for all his life, is telling this amazing story once again through previously unreleased images 
that will enable us to relive, or to live for the first time, those unforgettable moments. 
 

Piero Trellini was born in Rome in 1970. He 
worked for "La Stampa", "Il Messaggero", "il 
manifesto", "Film Tv", Federcalcio, Sky and 
others. He writes stories on "Il Post". He 
published La partita. Il romanzo di Italia Brasile 
(“Italy-Brazil. The match”, Mondadori, 2019), 
Danteide (“Danteide”, Bompiani, 2021) and 
L’Affaire. Tutti gli uomini del caso Dreyfus (“The 
Affaire. All the men of the Dreyfus Affaire”, 
Bompiani, 2022). 
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Author: PIERO TRELLINI 
Title: THE AFFAIRE, ALL THE MEN OF THE DREYFUS 
CASE 
(L’AFFAIRE, TUTTI GLI UOMINI DEL CASO 
DREYFUS) 
 
First Publisher: Bompiani - “Munizioni” series - 
directed by Roberto Saviano 
Publication date: 2nd March 2022 
Pages: 1370 

 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
LA PARTITA. IL ROMANZO DI ITALIA BRASILE - 
Rights sold to: Pitch Publishing (English world), 
Debate/Penguin Random House SP (Spanish World), 
Grande Area Livros (Brasil). 
Film Rights: Eliseo Multimedia (docu-series, 2022)  

 
 

THE MOST INCREDIBLE THRILLER OF MODERN TIMES TOLD AS A TV SERIES 
 

“Piero Trellini is the most imaginative wild card of Italian contemporary literature.”  
Antonio D’Orrico 

 
“The Affaire is much more that a court case: it’s a  turning point. For the first time the words 
of novels, the strokes of paintings, the notes of musical scores, the marble of sculptures, the 

formulas of chemists become shields in defense of man, law and democracy.”  
Roberto Saviano 

 
“A monstre book: 1376 pages full of characters, episodes, graphs, maps, lists, even 

mathematical formulas. The author has faced the duel with the most told, sprawling and 
famous of the causes célèbres, following it in its worst lit meanders, less traveled streams, 
micro and sub-stories, satellite figures - although often famous - from Georges Méliès to 

Oscar Wilde, and in its most unpredictable reflections, from Monet's Water Lilies to the Tour 
de France. A non-rubricable tome in any genre.” Marco Ciacala, Venerdì di Repubblica 

 
“The Dreyfus case remains a primordial scene and a dizzying laboratory of Modernity. Piero 
Trellini has returned that vertigo in a centrifugal book where, as in matryoshka, each story 
opens up another and all end up intersecting in a formidable, pyrotechnic cross-section of 
the period. In a climate marked by irreversible ideological, media, technological, scientific 

and artistic revolutions. Mutations that in some way still affect us.” Marco Ciacala, Venerdì 
di Repubblica 

 
The paths of a maid, a criminal, an innocent, an investigator, a saboteur, an amateur and a 
novelist cross in fin de siècle Paris. 
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The innocent is Alfred Dreyfus. For a handful of years, an entire universe whirls around him, 
made of politicians, forgers, spies, nobles, heroes and victims. It’s a humanity consumed by 
appearances, power, truth, pride, zeal or integrity. But destiny will be playing a crucial role in 
the most incredible mystery of modern times. In an icy winter, the ailments of two old men 
and a couple of falls from a horse will become the premises for the resolution of the case.  
There’s no indifference towards the French military’s incident, and the world splits in two. On 
one side, those who believe he is innocent; on the other, those who believe he is guilty. But that 
Paris is the whole world. There’s the World’s fair, Impressionism, The Tour de France, the Belle 
Époque, cinematography. And Proust, Wilde, Monet, Cézanne, Pissarro, Degas, Renoir are 
caught in the entanglement. And of course Zola, who will publish his fierce ”J’accuse”. They are 
all intertwined, and Dreyfus will change their lives forever. 
 

So there were seven of them. A maid, a criminal, an innocent, an investigator, a saboteur, an 
amateur and a novelist. Then, in an icy winter, the decisive ailments of two old men and a couple 
of crucial falls from a horse: the first, revelatory, the second, final. But also an officers’ parade, 
where the last one in line though, a diligent minion, would be key. And even a reporter, later 
called the Tiger, who would go on to become prime minister. With an entire universe behind 
them, made of politicians, journalists, forgers, sleep-walkers, spies, nobles, heroes and victims. 
A humanity consumed by appearances, power, truth, pride, zeal or integrity. A world that, after 
this story, the most incredible mystery of modern times, would be changed forever. Without 
changing anything. 

 

Piero Trellini has written for ”la Repubblica”, 
”La Stampa”, ”Il Sole 24 ore”, ”ll Messaggero”, ”il 
Manifesto” and ”il Post”. In 2019 he published La 
partita. Il romanzo di Italia-Brasile (”The match. 
The novel of Italy-Brazil”, Mondadori; 2020 
Bancarella Sport Prize, 2020 Ape Prize, 2020 
“First novel” Mastercard Letteratura Prize, 2020 
Massarosa “Technical jury” Prize), that was an 
immediate critical and public success. For 
Bompiani he published Danteide (”Danteid”, 
2021). 
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Author: MARIANGELA GALATEA VAGLIO 
Title: THE WOLVES OF ROME. MARK ANTHONY AGAINST 
OCTAVIAN 
(I LUPI DI ROMA. ANTONIO CONTRO OTTAVIANO) 
 
First Publisher: Giunti 
Publication date: 1st June, 2022 
Pages: 320 
 

AFTER THE SUCCESS OF “CAESAR. THE MAN WHO MADE 
ROME GREAT”, MARIANGELA VAGLIO IS BACK WITH A NEW 

VOLUME THAT CANNOT BE MISSED: THE FICTIONALIZED 
BIOGRAPHY OF MARK ANTHONY. 

 

MARK ANTHONY, OCTAVIAN, CICERO, CLEOPATRA AND CAESAR’S LEGACY. 
 

HISTORY-LIKE FICTION: GALATEA VAGLIO HAS ALREADY PROVEN HER GREAT 
POTENTIAL WITH CAESAR.  

 

THE BRUTALITY OF ROME AND ITS CONSPIRACIES NARRATED IMPECCABLY 
SCENE BY SCENE. 

 

THE COMPLEX AND TORMENTED FIGURES OF CAESAR’S ”HEIRS” STAND OUT IN 
THE BACKGROUND, CAPTIVATING THE READERS AND DRAGGING THEM INTO 

THE SWIRL OF EVENTS. 
 
After Julius Caesar’s sudden death, Rome is in chaos. Nobody, not even the dictator, was 
expecting such a rapid departure from the scene, and, in fact, he hadn’t indicated an heir. 
There is Marcus Aemilius Lepidus, Caesar’s lieutenant on the field, Mark Anthony, his former 
right-hand man who had recently been put aside, and Caesar’s young nephew, Marcus 
Octavius Thurinus, who, much to everyone’s surprise, is adopted by Caesar’s will and becomes 
Caesar Octavianus. 
But there is also a crowd of minor (and not so minor) characters who try to exploit the 
situation to their own advantage: the conspirators Brutus and Cassius, who are hoping for 
support from the people that is almost nonexistent, the cunning Decimus Brutus, Caesar’s 
former lieutenant who betrayed him and now wants Gaul, Octavian’s cousins, blessed with 
their kinship with Caesar and mentioned in the will, Cicero, as always a candidate to be the 
éminence grise, and Cleopatra, the woman who will push Anthony to gamble everything…  
 
Mariangela Galatea Vaglio has published some non-fiction books among them, L’italiano è 
bello. Una passeggiata tra le sue regole e bizzarrie (Marsilio, 2017) and Caesar, The Man Who 
Made Rome Great (Giunti, 2020 – 3 repirnts in 6 months) and the historical novel Teodora, the 
Circus Daughter (Sonzogno, 2018) about the overwhelming love story between Justinian and 
Theodora, in the background of one of the most complex and mysterious eras in history. Her 
latest novel is Teodora, the demons of power (Piemme, January 2022), sequel of Teodora, the 
Circus daughter. The wolves of Rome is a biographical novel about Mark Anthony (Giunti 
editore, 2022). 
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Author: MARIANGELA GALATEA VAGLIO 
Title: THEODORA. THE DEMONS OF POWER 
(TEODORA, I DEMONI DEL POTERE) 
 
Page: 350 
First Publisher: Piemme 
Publication date: 15th February, 2022 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
Rights sold: Editura Creator (Romania) 
 
Theodora the daughter of the circus: Film rights sold 
 
 

SHE WAS THE MOST FAMOUS STRIPPER OF 
CONSTANTINOPLE, NOW SHE WANTS THE THRONE. 

MARIANGELA GALATEA VAGLIO GIVES US THE PORTRAIT 
OF A UNIQUE WOMAN, WITH AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE, SHARING WITH US HER 

GREATNESS THROUGH AN EXTREMELY WELL DOCUMENTED WORK AND A COMPELLING 
PROSE. 

524 A.D. In Pavia, a group of armed Goths is sent to arrest Boethius, philosopher and minister of 
Theodoric. He is accused of plotting with Justinian and the Byzantines to overthrow Theodoric the 
Great, king of the Goths and Lord of Italy.  
Meanwhile in Constantinople inside the Cathedral of Hagia Sophia, a merchant belonging to the 
Green faction is killed.  Prefect Theodotus is determined to find the culprit and the principal suspect 
is Theodosius Zicca, a young man protected by Theodora.  Theodora has not yet managed to be 
married by Justinian: at court, her past earned her the hatred of Empress Euphemia, wife of Justin.  
But Euphemia sadly falls ill and Theodora hopes that her disappearance will turn the tide. Justinian is 
called to her bedside, but unfortunately contracts the same disease of Euphemia and falls victim to a 
fever that makes people worried about his life. The prefect Theodotus (who hates Theodora) seizes 
an opportunity and shows up before Justin, accusing her of covering up the killer. So he has Theodora’s 
house searched and Zicca arrested, who is sentenced to death. Theodora has no longer news of 
Justinian and fears she has been left behind. So together with friends Cyril and Antonina, who is the 
wife of Belisarius, a young court guard, entered in the Justinian’s apartments to visit him. The lover 
reassures her that he resisted to the pressure to leave her, but in the meantime Justin arrives and he 
is furious because Theodora has managed to break into the Palace. At this point Justinian says he has 
no intention of leaving Theodora, even with the risk of dying in mortal sin, and Justin, still hardly hit 
by the death of his wife Euphemia, is moved and decides that he will allow the two to get married. 
 The Prefect Theodotus is summoned by Justinian and arrested for plotting against his superiors. 
Meanwhile, Peter, Justin’s secretary, informs Justinian that the Pope want to come on an official visit 
to Constantinople to ask that an edict of Justin would be revoked, which prevents Aryans from 
practicing their religion. The Pope is sent by Theodoric, who is Aryan, but his coming compromises 
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the complex religious balance of the court. Moreover, Peter adds, Theodoric considers Justinian 
involved in the conspiracy for which Boethius is accused.  
The action moves to Africa, again in 524, in the heart of a battle.  Amalafrida, the sister of Theodoric, 
is the widow of her husband Thrasamund, Aryan and king of the Vandals, and rebelled against his 
nephew Hilderic, the new king who is catholic and wants to apply the edict of Justin and ally with 
Justinian. The queen unleashes a battle with the support of the Moorish knights, but she is captured 
and the Goths guards are killed.  
News of the capture of Amalafrida arrives in Ravenna. Theodoric is old and sick and his court split 
into two factions, one formed by the Romans who are loyal to Byzantium and the other one by the 
Goths.  Cyprian and Trigvila are at the head of the Filogota faction, while the new magister officiorum 
Cassiodorus is their enemy. Amalasunta, daughter of Theodoric and mother of the heir to the throne, 
the little prince Athathlaricus, is caught in the middle of the fight. So she devises a plan to offer 
Justinian to marry her and thus unite East and West under one empire.  To get the proposal to 
Justinian, she blackmails the bishop of Ravenna, Ecclesius, who is part of the papal delegation and has 
already noticed that Pope John is not able to understand the danger of the situation in which they 
find themselves. In fact the Pope arrived in Constantinople, is fascinated by the princely welcome, 
which is reserved for him by the emperor Justin who prostrates at his feet. But it ends up irritating the 
powerful patriarch of Constantinople, Epiphanius, who feels overwhelmed. Justinian finds himself 
baffled by this controversy between ecclesiastics and does not know how to fix it. Meanwhile 
Theodora is restless and unhappy. Justinian has promised to marry her, but after months he is so busy 
with matters of state that he continually postpones the wedding continuously. She would have her 
patron, Timothy of Alexandria, celebrate it, but he refuses to come to Constantinople, not to be forced 
to pay homage to the visiting pope.  Theodora fears that Justinian has cooled down on him. He also 
comes to discover from Narses, a eunuch who acts as an official of the Palace, about the proposal of 
the Almalasunta’s marriage with Justinian. Theodora thus confronts him. Justinian proposes her to be 
his mistress while he marries Almalasunta, but Theodora refuses indignantly: he has promised her in 
the past to marry her and she is not willing to accept anything less. After a quarrel in which the two 
almost break up, Justinian capitulates and says he will marry Theodora by refusing Amalasunta. But 
he must find a good excuse to justify this choice with Justin and the problem between the pope and 
the patriarch remains open. At this point Theodora stimulates her inventiveness: to compensate the 
Patriarch of Constantinople who must cede the honor to celebrate the Christmas mass, it would be 
the Patriarch himself to celebrate the wedding between her and Justinian, allowing the Patriarch 
Epiphanius to be proud as he managed to steal Theodora to the influence of the Patriarch of 
Alexandria Timothy, who is Monophysite.   
Ecclesius returns to Ravenna with the Pope delegation, admitting the substantial failure of the 
mission.  Theodoric is enraged and arrests the pope, who will die in prison shortly thereafter. Ecclesius 
instead gives Alamalsunta and Cassiodorus the feral news that Justinian married Theodora and the 
two have ascended to the throne. Meanwhile Theodoric is increasingly tormented by the guilt and the 
ghosts of the past and after a vision in which he sees his friend Boethius, gets a fever and dies. Trigvila 
and Cyprian at this point precipitate in the apartments of Amalasunta and inform the mother who 
will supervise the education of the little Athalaric, to make him a true Goth king.   
  
534-35 
Because of the extravagancies Athalaric let himself go and the boy dies suddenly. At this point to keep 
the power, Amalasunta is forced to call next to her the last male descendant of Theodoric, Theodatus, 
son of Amalafrida.  Gudelina, wife of Theodatus, fears that Amalasunta wants to seduce her husband 
(who has always been a weak man) to secure the throne.  Amalasunta then resumed contact with 
Constantinople and Justinian.  Strong with this support, he kills Trigvila and the other Goths notables 
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by poisoning.  Meanwhile in Constantinople Theodora is empress, but she has the suspicion that 
Justinian is still fascinated by the cultured and unscrupulous Amalasunta, and fears that one day she 
may show up asking for asylum in Constantinople and convince Justinian to marry her. So she plots 
with Peter the Patrician, who Justinian sends as ambassador to Ravenna to push Gudelina and 
Theodatus to kill Amalasunta treacherously. The two kidnap and kill the queen. When Justinian 
discovers Theodora’s involvement, he gets angry, but his wife points out that now after the murder of 
Amalasunta, he finally has the perfect excuse to do what he wants for years: intervene in the West and 
win back Ravenna and Rome to be, as the days of Augustus, the emperor of all the Roman world.  
Theodora served him an opportunity to realize his dream.   
 
Mariangela Galatea Vaglio has published some non-fiction books among them, L’italiano è bello. Una 
passeggiata tra le sue regole e bizzarrie (Marsilio, 2017) and Caesar, The Man Who Made Rome Great 
(Giunti, 2020 – 3 repirnts in 6 months) and the historical novel Teodora, the Circus Daughter 
(Sonzogno, 2018) about the overwhelming love story between Justinian and Theodora, in the 
background of one of the most complex and mysterious eras in history. Her latest novel is Teodora, 
the demons of power (Piemme, January 2022), sequel of Teodora, the Circus daughter. In 2022 is going 
to be released The wolves of Rome a biographical novel about Marco Antonio (Giunti editore). 
 
 

 



Walkabout Literary Agency  crime fiction 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 

 
Author: NORA VENTURINI 
Title: LANDSCAPE WITH SHADOWS. THE TAXI DRIVER 
INVESTIGATES ONCE AGAIN 
           (PAESAGGIO CON OMBRE. LA TASSISTA TORNA A 
INDAGARE) 
Pages:  300 
First Publisher: Mondadori 
Publication date: 8th February, 2022 
 

Rights: Worldwide 
 

MORE RESOURCEFUL AND INSTINCTIVE THAN EVER, 
THE DETECTIVE TAXI DRIVER ONCE AGAIN 
INVESTIGATES A CASE THAT WILL LEAD HER TO THE 
SOPHISTICATED AND RUTHLESS WORLD OF ART. 

 

RUSH HOUR. THE FIRST INVESTIGATION OF THE DETECTIVE TAXI DRIVER: Rights 
sold to:  Penguin Randhom House (Germany) • Edhasa editorial (World Spanish)  
 
WOLF EATS DOG. A NEW CASE FOR THE DETECTIVE TAXI DRIVER: Rights sold to: 
Edhasa editorial (World Spanish) 
 

“Remember Nora Venturini, her taxi cab Siena 23 and her way of looking at Rome. Probably 
a star is born. A black star.” Maurizio De Giovanni 

 

Rome, a September evening, caressed by a sweet Ponentino breeze. Siena 23 is supposed to 
work for another two hours, but Debora decides to finish early and treat herself to a spritzer 
at the bar of the Auditorium. As soon as she formulates this thought, the cooperative 
employee’s peremptory voice calls her to order from the car radio: a client in Lungotevere 
Flaminio, a few minutes from her position.  
As she turns on Lungotevere, she is overwhelmed by a rush of adrenaline: the flashing lights 
of police vehicles have an incredibly powerful effect on Debora. She could have been aboard 
one of those cars, if only she had continued her detective training… But no time for regrets 
and ready for action: a body has been fished out of the river, with no documents. The only 
option is to go find chief Raggio who in the meantime, thanks to the success of the previous 
case, and also thanks to her, has been promoted to Homicide. When their eyes meet, the 
electricity is palpable, but for both of them cop duties come before everything else. Soon after 
that, the deceased is identified: Guido Dantice, a promising thirty-three year old restorer. The 
mother and girlfriend, called to identify the body, agree in excluding suicide. Debora will start 
her informal investigations starting from the Modern Art Gallery, wandering into the 
exclusive, snobbish and ruthless world of Art. 
 
Nora Venturini is a theater director and screenwriter. She wrote several TV series and movies 
for Rai and Mediaset, and directed a number of plays. Her first novel was L’ora di punta (“Rush 
Hour”, Mondadori, 2017), the first investigation of taxi driver Debora Camilli. Her second book 
was Lupo mangia cane (“Wolf Eats Dog”, Mondadori, 2018). The detective taxi driver series is 
being translated in Germany (Penguin Random House Germany) and in Spain/South America 
(Edhasa editorial).  
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ABOUT US 
 
Walkabout Literary Agency – Via Ruffini 2/a 
00195 Rome Italy 
 
Ombretta Borgia: ombretta.borgia@gmail.com 
Fiammetta Biancatelli: fiammettabiancatelli@gmail.com 
info@walkaboutliteraryagency.com 
www.walkaboutliteraryagency.com 
 
facebook: Walkabout Literary Agency 
Instagram: walkabout_Lit_Age 

 
 
Walkabout Literary Agency was established in 2014 and 

since then has been successfully operating in the fields of book publishing and translation rights 
sales, Film/Tv licensing. We are proud to represent various leading Italian and foreign writers as 
well as some new and talented voices. WLA represents authors from all around the world in the 
fields of literary and commercial fiction, children fiction and general non-fiction. In seven years 
WLA has forged solid and fruitful relationships with the major Italian and foreign publishing groups 
and Tv and movie producers. We represent also foreign publishers in the sale of translation rights.  
We attend the most important international bookfairs like Frankfurt, London, Paris, Madrid, Milan 
and Turin. 
Wla it's based in Rome, Italy. 
Wla is proud to be one of the 37 founders of ADALI - Associazione degli Agenti Letterari Italiani, the 
first Association of Italian Literary Agencies. 
 
Fiammetta Biancatelli is Owner and Managing Director. She has been Spanish translator and 
co-founder of nottetempo edizioni, which has worked as an editor in the Italian and translated 
fiction. She worked also as a press officer in chief and events planner for Publishers and Book 
Festivals before creating and starting to manage Walkabout Literary Agency. 
 
Ombretta Borgia is Owner and Rights and Contract Manager, she has been Portuguese translator 
and she has worked for 12 years as a Foreign Rights Manager for Editori Riuniti, before creating the 
agency. 
 

“Walkabout” is a long ritual journey that Aboriginal people engage in, by walking through large 
expanses of grasslands in Australia; this allows them to have contacts and exchanges of resources, 
both material and spiritual, such as the traditional songs. Bruce Chatwin recounted  the Walkabout 
in his “Songlines”: "(...) It was believed that each totemic ancestor, on his journey across the country 
had spread a trail of words and musical notes along his footprints, and that these Dream tracks had 
remained on the ground as a 'way' of communication between the various distant tribes. A song was 
simultaneously both a map and a trasmitting aerial. (...) And a man during a walkabout 
always moved following a song path (...).” 

We believe that the name Walkabout describes very well and encompasses the philosophy and the 
work spirit of our agency. 
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