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Author: GIULIA BALDELLI 
Title: JUST ONE WORLD 
         (UN MONDO SOLTANTO) 
 
First Publisher: NN Editore 
Publication Date: 30th June 2026 
Pages: 575 
 
Rights Worldwide 
Rights sold: Wereldbibliotheek - Park Uitgevers - pre-emptive 
offer (The Netherlands), Bertrand – Record Editora – best offer 
(Brazil). 
 
film/tv Rights: Offer pending! 
 
THE REMAINS OF THE SUMMER - Rights sold: Dumont 
Buchverlag (Germany), Editorial Dos Bigotes (Spain). 

 
FOUR REPRINTS IN TWO MONTHS! 

 
8TH PLACE IN L'INDISCRETO'S QUALITY RANKING 

FINALIST AT “IO DONNA ‘HEROINES OF TODAY’ AWARD 
 

“Giulia Baldelli has written a novel that captures the spirit of a generation, telling the story 
of all our lives – the past and the present - what life takes away and what friendship  

gives back.” Aurora Tamigio 
 

“Is Giulia Baldelli the new Elena Ferrante? The literary sensation of the year. The writer 
recounts the friendship between four girls from adolescence to adulthood. In terms of style 
and its twists and turns, her book is reminiscent of the My Brilliant Friend quadrilogy by the 

mysterious author.” Lavinia Capritti – Oggi 
 

“Some have even drawn parallels with Elena Ferrante, for her ability to follow the lives of her 
protagonists over thirty years, allowing the grand sweep of history to intertwine with their everyday 
lives. Yet Giulia Baldelli shines with a light of her own in her latest work, “Un mondo soltanto”, the 
novel published by NN editore that marks the full blossoming of her talent with a raw and powerful 

story about friendship, abandonment, the search for self, and the twists and turns of life.” Elvira 
Serra – Corriere della Sera 

 
“With her captivating voice, the author has crafted a mature novel, centred on emotions and written 

in a choral style. A celebration of sisterhood.”  
Ilaria Zaffino – Robinson La Repubblica 

 
“Giulia Baldelli’s third novel explores the fierce magic of adolescence through the story of a girl 

whose mother is a drug addict and who was brought up by her grandmother. It spans three decades 
and a world undergoing rapid, radical change” Marzia Fontana – La Lettura 
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JUST ONE WORLD TELLS THE STORY OF AN ENTIRE LINE OF WOMEN THROUGH THE LIVES OF 
FOUR FRIENDS: FROM ADOLESCENCE TO ADULTHOOD, THEIR LIVES ARE WOVEN INTO THE 
PATRIARCHAL, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF OUR COUNTRY. A NOVEL ABOUT BEING 

WOMEN, MOTHERS, LOVERS, AND HOW FORGIVENESS BECOMES THE ONLY POSSIBLE FORM OF 
FREEDOM. 

“You don’t choose whom to desire. Otherwise, it’s not desire, it’s pure will.” 

 
Tessa is sixteen; she lives with her grandmother, her only source of stability, far from a drug-addicted mother 
she can’t quite bring herself to hate. When she enrolls in high school in Fano in 1995, she meets Cecilia, who is 
beautiful and generous; Irene, an aspiring painter; and Virginia, who is outspoken yet enigmatic. The girls 
become as inseparable as sisters, growing up together as two millennia pass, between nights in the discos of 
the Adriatic coast and mornings at the beach, big secrets and solemn promises. During their university years 
in Bologna, Tessa and Virginia learn for the first time what it means to love, but Tessa struggles to keep up with 
adult life: while Virginia finds fulfillment by becoming a doctor, she embraces the worst part of herself and 
writes a novel that betrays everyone’s trust. The years pass, the world changes, grows hotter, and fills with wars, 
until the life Tessa has painstakingly built seems to implode, and she finds strength only thanks to those friends 
she has never forgotten.  
 

“Giulia Baldelli’s third novel explores the fierce magic of adolescence through the story of a girl 
whose mother is a drug addict and who was brought up by her grandmother. It spans three decades 

and a world undergoing rapid, radical change” Marzia Fontana – La Lettura 
 

“With her captivating voice, the author has crafted a mature novel, centred on emotions and written 
in a choral style. A celebration of sisterhood.”  
Ilaria Zaffino – Robinson La Repubblica 

 
 
Giulia Baldelli was born in Fano, on the Adriatic Sea, in 1979. In 1998 she moved to Bologna, where 
she obtained a degree in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technology. She writes and lives in Bologna, 
together with her husband and three children. Her debut novel, L'estate che resta, published by 
Guanda, has received a rave review and has been a finalist at several Literary Awards. Le parole che mi 
hai lasciato, (Guanda 2024) was a finalist at the Chianti Prize 2025. 
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Author: SIMONA BALDELLI 
Title: THE BITTERNESS 
           (L’AMARGURA) 
 
Pages: 300 
First Publisher: Neri Pozza 
Publication date: January 2027 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
FROM THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA AND THE FAIRIES 
AND ALFONSINA AND THE ROAD, AN INTENSE, 
PASSIONATE, AND GRIPPING NOVEL ABOUT THE 
STORY OF PELLEGRINO ARTUSI, THE WORLD’S MOST 
FAMOUS COOKBOOK, AND THE FORGOTTEN WOMAN 
WHO HELPED CREATE IT. 

 
*SCIENCE IN THE KITCHEN AND THE ART OF EATING WELL* WAS A GLOBAL BESTSELLER. 

A FASCINATING PORTRAIT OF AN ERA OF TRANSFORMATION AND UNFORGETTABLE 
CHARACTERS. 

 
Pellegrino Artusi was over seventy years old when he embarked on the most important and successful 
endeavor of his life: a cookbook, Science in the Kitchen and the Art of Eating Well, which, after being 
rejected by every publisher and printed at the author’s own expense, would go on to become one of 
the greatest publishing successes of all time. But these pages are not merely delicious and meticulously 
crafted; they conceal the passions, regrets, hardships, and generosity of a man with a troubled past 
and of the woman who stood by his side throughout that wonderful journey. Marietta, a simple maid 
who arrived from the Tuscan countryside with a single dress and the dream of being more than just a 
farmer’s wife. It is thanks to her and the deep affection that bound her to Artusi that, nearly 150 years 
later, we still find ourselves appreciating the importance of every flavor and every small pleasure in 
life. 
 
 
Some biographical information about Artusi: 
Pellegrino Artusi, who grew up in a family marked by violence and devoid of affection, reached old age 
without any culinary experience. Yet, in Florence, in the flat in Piazza D’Azeglio where he lived with 
his trusted companions Marietta and Francesco, he found an unexpected form of redemption in the 
kitchen. Together, they experimented with the 475 recipes that would form the basis of “Science in the 
Kitchen and the Art of Eating Well”, a work initially rejected by every publisher and which Artusi 
decided to publish himself, setting in motion a success story destined to grow into the most famous 
cookbook in history. L’Amargura reconstructs Artusi’s life through his deepest wounds (the attack by 
Passator Cortese, the abuse suffered by his sister Geltrude, the suspicion that he had fathered an 
illegitimate child as a result of his abuse of a maid) and weaves them together with the major events 
of nineteenth-century Italy, from the uprisings to the Risorgimento. The ghosts that haunt him into 
old age shed light on his private life and cast a new light on the origins of his bestseller. 
From these shadows arises the question that runs through the entire novel: how can a passion 
for cooking blossom in a life marked by bitterness? 
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WHAT THEY SAID ABOUT SIMONA BALDELLI: 

 
«Simona Baldelli’s writing gets to the heart of what is invisible to the eye, capturing the characters’ 

thoughts, desires, and frustrations. As we follow this stubborn and slow journey, it opens up to visions 
and fantasies, giving way to a magical realism that encompasses everything». 

Il Venerdì di Repubblica 
 

«Simona Baldelli writes a coming-of-age novel, precise and unwavering in its depiction of the setting, 
that moves in step with history, delves into a buried world, and chronicles the life of a rootless young 

woman, starved of existence, fearful and fragile».  
TTL La Stampa 

 
«If it is true that every writer gravitates inexorably toward a particular center of attraction, a cluster of 

primal emotions that they dwell on with the same tenacity as a toothache, then Simona Baldelli, 
impetuous and fragile, grapples with the themes of guilt and failure, and the shift in direction of a life 

that has been humiliated».  
Il Fatto Quotidiano 

 
Simona Baldelli She was born in Pesaro and lives in Rome. She made her debut with the novel Evelina 
and the Fairies (Giunti, 2013), a finalist for the Italo Calvino Prize and winner of the 2013 John Fante 
Literary Prize. She has since published Il tempo bambino, La vita a rovescio, L’ultimo spartito di Rossini, 
Vicolo dell’immaginario, Fiaba di Natale, Alfonsina e la strada e Il pozzo delle bambole. 
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Author: DEVIS BELLUCCI 
Title: DATA AT HAND. THE TRUTHS ABOUT HEALTH BETWEEN 
NUMBERS AND ILLUSIONS 
           (DATI ALLA MANO. LE VERITÀ SULLA SALUTE TRA NUMERI 
E ILLUSIONI) 
 
Pages: 180 
First Publisher: Bollati Boringhieri 
Publication date: 6th March 2026 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

FIRST REPRINT AFTER THREE WEEKS! 
 

THROUGH CASE STUDIES AND EXPERIMENTS, WITH IRONY, SIMPLICITY, AND RIGOR, 
THIS BOOK IS AN INVITATION TO A CONSCIOUS SCIENTIFIC APPROACH AND A GUIDE 

TO DEVELOPING A CRITICAL VIEW OF ONE OF THE MOST DELICATE ISSUES OF OUR 
TIME: THE USE (AND ABUSE) OF DATA WHEN IT COMES TO MEDICINE, HEALTH, AND 

NUTRITION. 

«A correlation, however suggestive, does not imply a cause-and-effect relationship. It is our 
preconceptions about how the world works, combined with a natural inclination to look for 
a bright trail behind a flow of events that lack one, that make us jump from mere correlation 
to causality, and all without any supporting evidence. When we recognize a precise pattern, 
we tend to reject the idea that it could be the result of chance, especially if the little we see 
fits perfectly into our worldview». 
 
We humans are naturally inclined to identify specific causes in the world. If a ball rolls, someone must 
have kicked it. So, if we notice a correlation between two phenomena, we immediately imagine that 
there must be a cause-and-effect relationship between them, even if sometimes the link is just a trick 
of our mind.  
Much of the health market, and more, is based on these innate beliefs. Are blueberries good for the 
heart? If I eat a lot of processed meats, will I get cancer? Do supplements and multivitamins work? 
Does keeping your cell phone in your pocket make you sterile? Does that expensive anti-dandruff 
shampoo really work? 
With an accessible but rigorous style, ironic without being superficial, Devis Bellucci guides us through 
the pitfalls of statistical analysis, revealing the mistakes and illusions we often fall into. We will learn 
to defend ourselves against the spurious correlations that abound in the media and understand how 
much weight to give to the study that frightens us so much. We will finally discover what clinical trials 
really prove when we read that “clinical trials prove it,” and how science defends itself against the 
vagaries of chance, which can lead to false discoveries. Finally, we will retrace the lives - sometimes 
exciting, sometimes hilarious - of the figures who made the history of statistics and epidemiology: 
from Francis Galton, one of the first to introduce statistical methods into the study of human 
phenomena, to George Gallup, creator of modern opinion polls; from Austin Breadford Hill, who 
taught us to understand when a drug really works, to the extraordinary Florence Nightingale, pioneer 
of modern nursing sciences.  
Because when it comes to data, graphs, and percentages, it is not enough to know how to read the 
numbers: you have to learn to question them before letting yourself be convinced. 
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Devis Bellucci (1977) holds a degree and a doctorate in physics from the University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia, where he now teaches Materials Science and Technology. He works in particular on 
biomaterials for orthopaedics, dentistry and tissue engineering. Writer, journalist and blogger - you 
can find him on social networks as @ditantomondo - he has collaborated with several newspapers 
including 'Vanity Fair'. His publications include Guida ai luoghi geniali (2019) and Perché la forchetta 
non sa di niente? E altre domande curiose per capire la scienza senza uscire di casa (2022). For Bollati 
Boringhieri he published Materials for Life. The incredible stories of biomaterials that repair our bodies 
(2022, Finalist for the Galileo Literary Prize 2023), and And Yet, It Shouldn’t Have Sunk. When 
Science Missed The Target (Bollati Boringhieri, 2024). 
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Author: ANTONIO BOGGIO  
Title: BLACK MEDITERRANEAN. AN INVESTIGATION 
BY ALVISE TERRANOVA 
           (NERO MEDITERRANEO. UNA INDAGINE DI 
ALVISE TERRANOVA) 
 
Pages: 365 
First Publisher: Mondadori 
Publication date: May 2026 
 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 

 
A NEW INVESTIGATION FOR COMMISSIONER TERRANOVA, A RESTLESS SOUL 

WHO IS ALSO EMPATHETIC AND DEEPLY HUMAN, SET IN THE SPLENDID 
BACKDROP OF THE SARDINIAN ISLAND OF CARLOFORTE 

 

Summer is long gone, and Carloforte is now almost exclusively populated by residents. One 
afternoon, a fishing boat lands on the coast of San Pietro Island, bringing a group of migrants 
rescued at sea. For this very reason, when the body of Brigitta, a 19-year-old local girl, is found 
on a nearby beach the next morning, many people are up in arms, convinced that the culprit 
is one of the refugees who escaped from the reception center during the night. The 
investigation ends up on the desk of Alvise Terranova, who is going through a personal storm, 
torn between memories of the past and fears of the future. When it comes to murders, Alvise 
is allergic to easy solutions, even more so to those that give voice to the basest instincts of 
human beings. As always at the beginning of an investigation, he focuses first and foremost 
on the victim, as if only she could tell him which face hides her killer. He soon realizes that 
Brigitta was hiding truly unsuspected secrets, and that this time the truth may lie in the 
darkest corners of people's hearts—even those who chart routes across the Mediterranean 
that do not exist on maps... 
 

Antonio Boggio, born in 1982, he grew up in Carloforte, on the island of San Pietro, a small 
island in the south-west of Sardinia. He currently lives and works in Cagliari. Some of his short 
stories have appeared in anthologies and magazines. Omicidio a Carloforte, Piemme (2022), 
his debut novel, the first detective story of the series featuring Commissioner Alvise 
Terranova, was a great success. I delitti della Baia d'Argento, Piemme (2023) is the second novel 
of the series. Assassinio all’isola di San Pietro is the third chapter of the series and was 
published by Mondadori in 2025. 
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Author: ANNA BONACINA 
Title: AUTUMNAL MAGIC 
(MAGIE D’AUTUNNO) 
 
Pages: 250  
First Publisher: Sperling & Kupfer  
Publication date: 1st September 2026 

 
 
L’estate in cui fiorirono le fragole (2023) - Rights sold: Bastei Lübbe 
- auction (Germany), La belle Etoile – Hachette – two-book pre-
empt deal (France) - Vulkan Izdavaštvo (Serbia), Publishing house 
«Eksmo» (Russia). 
 

Film/Tv adaptation Rights sold! 
 

FOLLOWING THE INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS OF *THE SUMMER WHEN THE 
STRAWBERRIES BLOOMED*, THE SMALL VILLAGE OF TIGLIOBIANCO ONCE AGAIN SETS 

THE SCENE FOR A BRILLIANT AND IRRESISTIBLE NEW COMEDY! 

A BEST-SELLING AUTHOR IN FRANCE, TRANSLATED INTO 5 LANGUAGES 

AN UNUSUAL ROMANTIC COMEDY AND A DECIDEDLY UNPREDICTABLE AUTUMN 

 
« Love isn’t all the pieces of you that explode and shatter.  

It’s the pieces of you that were once scattered and suddenly come home, all together.» 
 
The quiet village of Tigliobianco is jolted out of its slumber when the mayor decides to demolish the 
house of the centenarian Penelope, who has recently passed away, to build a supermarket. Opposed 
to the plan, the villagers rally to find an heir to the elderly lady, and Maximilien Bonnet, a multi-
starred chef and the grandson of one of Penelope’s cousins, arrives from Taipei. The house seems to 
be safe, but the mayor refuses to back down, and the greedy Erica – owner of a struggling homewares 
shop – is prepared to do anything to get her hands on the treasures hidden within those walls. Amidst 
secret investigations, plot twists and the arrival of three eccentric but big-hearted friends, Maximilien 
will find the key to preserving Penelope’s house and changing his own destiny. This is also thanks to 
Azzurra, a charming perfumer who has fled Geneva in search of her true self.  
 

Anna Bonacina was born in Friuli and lives in Udine, where she works as a librarian. Her short story, 
entitled L’amore è un airone azzurro, was a finalist in the competition organised by Eataly Editore and 
Scuola Holden, and has been published in the anthology Mangia, scrivi, Eataly!. Her fairy tale Sei cose 
impossibili prima di colazione was set to music by the composer Marco Beretta and has now been 
adapted into a theatre production. She has also published L’estate in cui fiorirono le fragole (The 
Summer the Strawberries Bloomed) with Sperling & Kupfer, which has been translated into German, 
French, Serbian, Russian and Macedonian. Both of her novels have been optioned for a TV series.  
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Author: ADRIÁN N. BRAVI 
Title: TRILOGY OF OBSESSIONS 
(TRILOGIA DELLE OSSESSIONI) 
 
Pages: 200  
First Publisher: Nutrimenti  
Publication date: 18 September 2026 
 
Rights: Nutrimenti 
 

WITH A TOUCH OF SARCASM, THIS TRILOGY OF OBSESSIONS OFFERS A 
DAZZLING (AND AT TIMES BITING) OVERVIEW OF THOSE WHO PERSIST 
IN SEEKING A PERSONAL ORDER AMIDST THE CHAOS OF EVERYDAY 
LIFE. LETTERS THAT NEVER ARRIVE, TABLES THAT NOBODY EVER 
CLEANS PROPERLY, AND THAT MELANCHOLIC HUMOUR REMINISCENT 

OF THE FINEST CONTEMPORARY ITALIAN NOVELS.  

“I couldn’t imagine literature,” writes Adrián N. Bravi, “without Captain Ahab’s obsessions, 
Raskolnikov’s demons, Zeno’s powers of persuasion or Humbert’s morbid tendencies.” 

Amidst provincial superstitions, stubborn baldness and relentless dust, dignity lies hidden where no 
one would think to look for it: beneath a hairpiece, amongst the pages of books, in a mountain cave. 

Arduino Gherarducci, a university researcher with minute yet relentless obsessions, finds himself 
on the fringes of society and his own family, fighting with pride against the decline of his hairpiece 
in a world that is too hurried, too bald and too noisy. Anselmo, on the other hand, is obsessed with 

dust, to which he sacrifices even his most intimate relationships, whilst the third protagonist, 
having reached the brink of suicide, realises that his coat has been taken from him and from that 

moment on will do nothing but demand its return. 

Arduino Gherarducci is a man obsessed with his hairpiece – a particular hairstyle designed to conceal his 
baldness. He comes from a family of men who wear hairpieces, all of whom take pride in their elegance. He 
works as a university researcher and leads a quiet life until, during a lecture, an Argentine student messes up 
his hairpiece in front of the whole class, provoking laughter and embarrassment. This incident marks the 
beginning of his crisis: humiliated, he abandons his job and his family, and embarks on a journey in which he 
is swept up in sensational and unexpected events until he finally decides to shave his head, abandoning his 
identity as a man with a hairpiece. Anselmo Del Vescovo, a librarian in Catinari, is obsessed with cleanliness 
and the fight against house dust, which he regards as an invisible and omnipresent enemy. He devotes himself 
scrupulously to cataloguing books, but feels isolated and dissatisfied. He is visited by an Argentine man, Adrián 
Bravi, who borrows a book and leaves behind a briefcase. Then there is a man who, on the verge of suicide, has 
his coat stolen; from that moment on, he lives solely for the obsession of getting it back, engaging in an 
imaginary dialogue with the person who took it from him, to whom he reveals all the dissatisfactions of his life.  

Adrián N. Bravi was born in Buenos Aires and lived in Argentina until the age of 24, when he moved to Italy 
to continue his studies in philosophy. He lives in Recanati and works as a librarian at the University of Macerata. 
Some of his published books include: Restituiscimi il cappotto (2004), La pelusa (2007), Sud 1982 (2008), Il 
riporto (2011), L’albero e la vacca (2013), L’inondazione (2015), La gelosia delle lingue (2017), L’idioma di Casilda 
Moreira (2019), Il levitatore (2020). With Nutrimenti, he has published Verde Eldorado (2022), Adelaida (2024) 
– shortlisted for the Strega Prize, winner of the Comisso Prize and the Basilicata Literary Prize, and recipient 
of a special mention at the Napoli Prize, as well as a finalist for the Procida Isola di Arturo Elsa Morante Prize 
– and La nuotatrice notturna (2025). In 2025, the Universidad Nacional de Villa María in Argentina awarded 
him the title of Honorary Professor.  
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Author: ADRIÁN N. BRAVI 
Title: THE NIGHT SWIMMER 
           (LA NUOTATRICE NOTTURNA) 
 
Pages: 196 
First Publisher: Nutrimenti 
Publication date: 26 September 2025 
 
Rights: Nutrimenti 
 
Film/Tv rights available 
 
A MISSING FATHER. A HIDDEN TRUTH. A JOURNEY OF 

DISCOVERY THAT WILL CHANGE JACOPO'S LIFE 
FOREVER.  

 
AFTER THE AWARD-WINNING “ADELAIDA”, ADRIÁN N. BRAVI SIGNS A POWERFUL 

NOVEL ABOUT GENDER IDENTITY, LOVE AND THE COURAGE TO BE ONESELF. 
 

FIFTH PLACE IN THE INDISCRETO QUALITY CHART 2026 
 
"When Jacopo Bordignola heard the telephone ring that morning and a woman he didn’t know, 
but who said her name was Ingrid, told him his father had drowned in a river the night before, 
at a point, she explained mournfully, where the waters are swampy and become impassable, the 
first thing he thought of doing was to fetch the harmonica his father had given him as a gift long 
ago. He had kept it always in a bedside drawer, wrapped in an old silk handkerchief. Then he 
dropped onto the sofa, holding the harmonica, blowing lightly over the holes and thinking of the 
last time he had seen that man, many years before." 
 
When he receives a phone call informing him of the death of his father Pietro, drowned in a 
river in Portugal, Jacopo has no idea that this event will start a journey that will upset all his 
certainties. He, who works in a cemetery and is a clumsy and awkward forty-something man, 
sets off accompanied by his friend Quinto in search of answers, taking with him only a 
harmonica and the few blurred memories of an ever-absent father.  
In Rio Salgueiro, Jacopo will discover that his father was hiding a surprising truth. Between 
the cobbled streets of the Portuguese town and the rushing waters of the river, the protagonist 
will have to confront not only his own pain, but also a revelation that will challenge everything 
he thought he knew about his family and himself.  
Through an intimate and profound narrative, with delicacy and poetry, Bravi explores 
universal themes such as gender identity, family relationships and the weight of secrets. The 
Night Swimmer is an intense and moving novel capable of tackling complex themes by 
interweaving the lives of the characters in a mosaic of emotions and revelations. A novel about 
searching for one's roots and accepting truths that can change the course of a life. 
 

THEY SAID ABOUT “THE NIGHT SWIMMER” 
“In the present, there is a mild-mannered young man, Jacopo, who is always awkward in his 
approach to life. In his humble job as a gravedigger's assistant lurks, like an unspoken promise 
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of redemption, the memory of a fabulous, bohemian father who abandoned him and his 
mother to lead a mysterious life in unknown places. One day, a phone call from Portugal 
announces his death by drowning, and so Jacopo begins the journey backwards that leads him 
to his father's remains, or rather, to a simulacrum of him that suddenly contradicts and 
unsettles both the memories so often repeated by his mother and his own memories, as well 
as the expectations of a son forced to become an orphan long before his time. 
With the delicacy typical of his prose, with a gaze that captures an emotionally risky story 
without exaggerating it, Bravi knows how to tackle and convey in his narrative themes that 
have become hot topics today, even from an ethical and political point of view, starting with 
gender identity. The absence of rhetoric and the rhythmic cadence of a narrative that 
seeks out the reader without ever pandering to them or disorienting them with special 
effects testify, above all, that with La nuotatrice notturna, Bravi has reached his full 
maturity as a writer.” Massimo Raffaeli, Il Venerdì di Repubblica 
 
« This is the story of the world and its pettiness, a story about identity and its constraints. 
About the need to remain silent in the certainty that one will never be understood. » Romana 
Petri – La Lettura 
 
« By fully adopting the perspective of the shy protagonist, with his naivety and amazement, 
and adding details, sharp observations, and delicately humorous notes, Bravi constructs a 
charming and profound story, in which there is not the slightest hint of a thesis, as can happen 
when dealing with topics that are considered “difficult” in some way, such as gender identity 
and the prejudices (as well as clichés and the occasional touch of victimhood) that often 
accompany it. » Francesca Lazzarato - Il Manifesto 
 
Adrián N. Bravi was born in Buenos Aires, lived in Argentina until the age of 24, then moved 
to Italy to pursue his studies in philosophy. He lives in Recanati and is a librarian at the 
University of Macerata. Some of his published books: Restituiscimi il cappotto (2004), La 
pelusa (2007), Sud 1982 (2008), Il riporto (2011), L’albero e la vacca (2013), L’inondazione (2015); 
La gelosia delle lingue (2017); L’idioma di Casilda Moreira (2019), Il levitatore (2020).  
With Nutrimenti he published Verde Eldorado (2022) and Adelaida (2024), selected in the 
dozen of the Premio Strega, winner of the Premio Comisso, the Basilicata Literary 
Prize, special mention of the Premio Napoli, finalist of the Premio Procida Isola di 
Arturo Elsa Morante. This year, the Argentinean University of Villa Maria awarded him the 
title of Honorary Professor. 
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Author: NICOLA BRUNIALTI  
Title: KILLERGARTEN 
 
Pages: 300 
First Publisher: Gallucci 
Publication date: September 2026 
 
 
Rights: Worldwide 
 
A DARK TALE POISED BETWEEN SARCASM AND MYSTERY, IN WHICH 
NICOLA BRUNIALTI INTRODUCES YOU TO THE PERSON YOU’D NEVER 
WANT TO HAVE TO RELY ON AND LEAVES YOU IN THEIR COMPANY IN 
THE LAST PLACE YOU’D EVER WANT TO FIND YOURSELF. SWEET DREAMS 
ARE OVER FOR GOOD. 

 
“The little girl is at the bottom of the well. 
She thrashes about, moves her hands, scratches at the muddy walls with her fingernails. 
She flails about. The little girl cannot swim. She stirs up the water, calls for help, screams. 
As she stretches her arms and neck towards the sky, she sinks and resurfaces. 
She sinks and resurfaces again. 
Then she sinks for the last time. And when she resurfaces, she is no longer struggling. 
Now she floats weightlessly, face down. 
And her long blonde hair floats all around her, along with her floral dress and her slender legs. He stands there 
watching her, motionless, from the edge of the well. 
He hasn’t lifted a finger. He hasn’t said a word. 
Standing on tiptoe, he looks down, his fingers clenched tightly around the rough, moss-covered bricks. Suddenly, 
from deep within the woods, a distant chant reaches his ears. 
The sound of a music box, an obsessive melody that repeats, repeats, repeats...” 
 
Michael is an unreliable womaniser and a compulsive gambler, up to his neck in debt. In short, certainly not 
the sort of person you’d expect when you think of a famous children’s author. And yet the proceeds from his 
novels, inspired by the toys of his childhood, have funded his questionable lifestyle for years. Until now. Times 
have changed, sales have plummeted, so his publisher has dropped him like a hot potato. It’s a pity that he still 
has to pay back a fair sum to the relentless loan shark who’s hot on his heels. To get himself out of this mess, 
Michael decides to hide away in the abandoned family villa, on an island in the middle of a lake, to write a 
horror story for young people that he hopes will make his fortune. Nothing could be more fitting, given that 
the house where he is about to shut himself away has been known locally as the ‘cursed house’ ever since the 
tragic death of his little sister. From the moment he arrives, in fact, Michael notices – with some apprehension 
– strange coincidences, objects out of place and inexplicable events. Is it just his imagination? Perhaps, or 
perhaps not. A dark tale poised between sarcasm and mystery, in which Nicola Brunialti introduces 
you to the person you’d never want to have to rely on and leaves you in their company in the last place 
you’d ever want to find yourself. Sweet dreams are over for good. 
 
Nicola Brunialti worked as an advertising executive for years, creating famous campaigns, including those for 
Lavazza, TIM and Alitalia. He was the writer behind Chi ha incastrato Peter Pan? and other television 
programmes. He wrote the songs Dormono tutti for Renato Zero; Abbi cura di me in 2019; and Quando sarai 
piccola, performed at Sanremo 2025, both with Simone Cristicchi. Since 2010, he has devoted himself full-time 
to writing novels and animated TV series for children. Gallucci has published the books Sophie. Se ci sei, batti 
un colpo! and Parental fuori control. 
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A GREAT EPIC NOVEL WHERE SPYING, ADVENTURE 
AND LOVE STORIES INTERTWINE MASTERFULLY AS 

ONLY A GREAT STORYTELLER LIKE CACUCCI CAN DO. 
A STORY THAT EVOKES A VERY SIGNIFICANT SEGMENT OF ITALIAN AND 

MEXICAN HISTORY. 
 
PINO CACUCCI FLOODS HIS WRITING WITH EVENTS AND MAKES THE WAR EPIC A 
SEGMENT OF HISTORY IN WHICH ONE LEARNS TO READ THE LOGIC OF FACTS AND 
RIGHT WRONGS.  
 

IT WAS SELECTED AMONG THE TEN NOVELS OF THE BOOK ADAPTATION FORUM (BAF, 
OCTOBER 7, 2025) FOR PREVIEW PRESENTATION AT MIA (INTERNATIONAL AUDIOVISUAL 

MARKET) 
 

IN MEXICO, WHAT APPEARS SIMPLE IS ALMOST ALWAYS DANGEROUS 
 
June 10, 1940. Ten Italian merchant ships are requisitioned by the still neutral Mexican 
government. Furio, boatswain of the Lucifero, after discovering that he is under close 
surveillance as a “probable anti-fascist and defeatist,” is enlisted to find out what is happening 
on a wealthy coffee plantation in Chiapas. The land belongs to the Braun family (Eva, the 
Führer's companion, apparently visits from time to time). Every move is risky. On the one 
hand, the German owners are pushing for a coup by the Mexican far-right Synarchist 
movement; on the other, the government is keeping a close eye on developments. Furio is 
approached by Amalia, beautiful, mysterious, ruthless, who has suffered and witnessed abuse 
and violence on the coffee plantation.  
The torch of justice is lit. Love and struggle mark the passage of time in a world that has 
meanwhile plunged into the vortex of war. 
Pino Cacucci floods his writing with events and makes the war epic a segment of 
history in which one learns to read the logic of facts and right wrongs.  
 
Pino Cacucci, (1955) Born in Alessandria he grew up in Chiavari, near Genua, and moved to Bologna 
in 1975 to study at the faculty of the performing arts. In the early 1980s he spent long periods of time 
in Paris and Barcelona, and then in Mexico and in Central America, where he lived for a few years. He 
is a translator and was awarded several prizes, including that for the best translation from the 
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Cervantes Institute in Rome, and the Premio Italia-México 2017 awarded in Mexico City. He published 
/ÕÔÌÁÎÄ ÒÏÃË (Traseuropa, 1988, winner of the MystFest prize; Feltrinelli, 2007), 0ÕÅÒÔÏ %ÓÃÏÎÄÉÄÏ 
(Interno Giallo, 1990, then Mondadori and finally Feltrinelli, 2015) upon which Gabriele Salvatores 
based the homonymous film, Tina (Tina Modotti’s biography), upon which a Mexican producer is 
developing a tv series, 3ÁÎ )ÓÉÄÒÏ &ÕÔÂĔÌ , upon which Alessandro Cappelletti based the film Viva San 
Isidro, starring Diego Abatantuono, (Interno Giallo, 1991; Feltrinelli, 2005), ,Á ÐÏÌÖÅÒÅ ÄÅÌ -ÅÓÓÉÃÏ 
(“Mexico’s dust”, Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 1996, 2004), 0ÕÎÔÉ ÄÉ ÆÕÇÁ (“Vanishing points”, 
Mondadori, 1992; Feltrinelli, 2000), &ÏÒÆÏÒÁ (”Dandruff”, Granata Press, 1993), later on expanded into 
&ÏÒÆÏÒÁ Å ÁÌÔÒÅ ÓÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ (“Dandruff and other misfortunes”, Feltrinelli, 1997), )Î ÏÇÎÉ ÃÁÓÏ ÎÅÓÓÕÎ 
ÒÉÍÏÒÓÏ (“In any event no remorse”, Longanesi, 1994; Feltrinelli, 2001), ,Á ÇÉÕÓÔÉÚÉÁ ÓÉÁÍÏ ÎÏÉ (”We are 
justice”, with Otto Gabos; Rizzoli, 2010). With Feltrinelli he also published: #ÁÍÍÉÎÁÎÄÏȢ )ÎÃÏÎÔÒÉ ÄÉ 
ÕÎ ÖÉÁÎÄÁÎÔÅ (“On the road. Encounters of a wayfarer”, 1996, Terra- City of Palermo Prize), $ÅÍÁÓÉÁÄÏ 
#ÏÒÁÚĔÎ (1999, Giorgio Scerbanenco Noir Prize at the Courmayeur Festival), 2ÉÂÅÌÌÉȦ (“Rebels!”, 2001, 
Special Prize of the jury at Fiesole Narrativa), 'ÒÁÃÉÁÓ -ïØÉÃÏ (2001), Mastruzzi indaga (”Mastruzzi 
investigates”, 2002), /ÌÔÒÅÔÏÒÒÅÎÔÅ (“Beyond the stream”, 2003, finalist at the Paolo Volponi National 
Literary Prize), .ÁÈÕÉ (2005), 5Î ÐÏȭ ÐÅÒ ÁÍÏÒÅȟ ÕÎ ÐÏȭ ÐÅÒ ÒÁÂÂÉÁ (”A bit for love, a bit for rage”, 2008, 
that came out in Universale economica edition in two volumes titled Vagabondaggi, ”Wanderings”, 
2012, and La memoria non m’inganna, ”Memory does not trick me”, 2013), ,Å ÂÁÌÅÎÅ ÌÏ ÓÁÎÎÏȢ 6ÉÁÇÇÉÏ 
ÎÅÌÌÁ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁ ÍÅÓÓÉÃÁÎÁ (“Whales know. Journey through Mexican California”, 2009, Emilio Salgari 
Prize 2010), ȧ6ÉÖÁ ÌÁ ÖÉÄÁȦ (2010; "Audiobooks EmonsFeltrinelli", 2011), .ÅÓÓÕÎÏ ÐÕĔ ÐÏÒÔÁÒÔÉ ÕÎ ÆÉÏÒÅ 
(”No one can bring you flowers”, 2012, Chiara Prize), -ÁÈÁÈÕÁÌ (2014), 1ÕÅÌÌÉ ÄÅÌ 3ÁÎ 0ÁÔÒÉÃÉÏ (“San 
Patricio’s battalion”, 2015), -ÕÊÅÒÅÓ (2018; with Stefano Delli Veneri in the series Feltrinelli Comics) 
and, in the digital series Zoom, with Stefano Delli Veneri, upon which an International producer is 
developing a tv series), 4ÉÊÕÁÎÁÌÁÎÄ (2012), #ÏÌÌÕÔÔÏÒÉÕÓ (2012), #ÁÍÐÅÃÈÅ (2013), !ÃÁÐÕÌÃÏ (2014), 
&ÅÒÒÏÖÉÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÉÅ (”Secondary railways”, 2014) and )ÒÌÁÎÄÁ ÐÏÒ ÓÉÅÍÐÒÅȦ (2015; illustrated by Stefano 
Delli Veneri). For Feltrinelli he also edited ,ÁÔÉÎÏÁÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÁ by Ernesto Che Guevara and Alberto 
Granado (1993) and )Ïȟ -ÁÒÃÏÓȢ )Ì ÎÕÏÖÏ :ÁÐÁÔÁ ÒÁÃÃÏÎÔÁ (“I, Marcos. Stories by the modern Zapata”, 
1995). He translated more then one hundreds of Spanish and Latin American novels into Italian, 
among whom Claudia Piñeiro, Enrique Vila-Matas, Ricardo Piglia, David Trueba, Gabriel Trujillo 
Muñoz, Manuel Rivas, Carmen Boullosa, Maruja Torres, Carlos Franz, Manuel Vicent. Some of his 
novels are translated into 7 languages and two of his books are about to go into production for 
international TV series. With Mondadori has published 4ÈÅ %ÌÂÁÎ ÅÒÒÁÎÔȢ ,ÉÆÅȟ ÄÅÅÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÏÆ Á 
ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒ ÏÆ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ -ÉÇÕÅÌ ÄÅ #ÅÒÖÁÎÔÅÓ (Mondadori 2022), winner of Alessandro 
Manzoni Award 2022 for Historical novel, $ÉÅÇÕÉÔÏ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ ÃÅÎÔÁÕÒ (Mondadori, 2024), a 
novel that recount the revolutionary deeds of Pancho Villa. 
 


